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' DISTRICT~:-b(ok Fund can only be us~( for tte purchase of 
f ree textbooks . 

--" . I ;-
'1, 3 Fl LED 

Februc.r y 1 6 , 1 ('" ~? . I I l ' r. Geor pe F. Addison , 
.1. r osecu tinr; A .. t or ney , 
Sruen , , 1 r:souri . ------J 
Den.r Sir : 

· e are acknowledging receto t of your letter in 
rr'l ioh you inquire e.n follows : 

"Pl ease let ~e h~ve a c~nv of your 
op i n i on with reference t o rhet1er or 
not t he :oney in a s cr ool distr i ct 
Fr ee Textbook Fund can be t r ?naferred 
to l!lnother fund, after t he "'urc"lnse 
of t ':1e necessa.ry books for the school, 
for the purnoae of ":\aying t eachers 
scl.ary . " 

You refer in your letter to the Fr P.e Textbook 
Fund and ~e vssu~e t~a.t you refer to t he oney turned ove r 
by t 1e Count ·, C,• trt t o c i"'tricto Ul'\der Oec tion 9507, R. S. 

o . 1929 , which i o ~s follo~a : 

"Wheneve r tbe board of directors or 
hoard of education of ~ny s chool district 
in t is otate cert ifien to tne county 
court t hat they r r e furnishing textbooks 
f r ee of char ge t o all t he pury ils i n a t 
least t he fir s t f our grades in t he nubl ic 
s c .. 1ool e of t heir district, it s~cll be 
t he dut y of t he county court t o a~portion 
annually to eac~ sue~ s chool district f r om 
the county fore i gn i nsurance tax !Oneys 
received frou the otatc trea.m1re r i n aocord­
~ce ~i th section 5982 , an ~ :ount t o be 
de ter~ined by r.ultiplyin~ t1e nunber of 
chil dren on the 1 ·st enUMeration list of 
sai d sc"lool district by t he ratio used by 
the sta te auditor in mak ing the distribu­
tion of said foreiR!l i nsur ance tax ·oneys 
~~on& t he counties of the state, and s~all 
or der the coun t y tream1r er t o ~lace t o the 
credit of t he incidental fund of e~ch such 
district the n ount t hus obt a ined, or shall 
dra~ ita ~arrant in favor of t~e pr oper 
towns~ ip treasurer or t~e~surers fo r the 
a .ount due the districts of t he var ious 
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townships, and shal l also dr e.\7 its warrant 
i n f avor of the t reauur er of any s chool dis­
trict organized as a city , town or consol ida­
ted d i str ict for t he a,.'llount due such district . 
~hen any school distri ct t hat cont ains an in­
cor )or a ted toun or c ity receives su ch afo re­
acid ~neys on account of furnis1ing fre e 
textbooks, t llen t he i ncornor ated city or town 
contai~ed in ouc ~ district s hall not be 
entitled to any furthet• moneys under section 
5893. After t be money due t he aforesn1~ dis­
t ricts on account of t heir f u rnish ing free 
t extbooks has been pr operl y apportioned , t he 
c ounty court shall t hen proceed to apY)ortion 
t he remaining fund in accordance with the 
nrovisions of section 5983. " 

Sect i on 9508, R. S. !:0 • 1929, r egardinFT t he use of 
t he o~ney i s as f ol lows : 

•• The funds received by t he var ious sc hool 
districts i n accordance ,.,i t h sect i on 9507, 
shall be used only for the urchase of 
textbooks for free use in the DUblic 
schools of said districts , a.nd any district 
t l1at does not wi t 11in t hree year s after re­
ceiving t he first gr ant of -~ney under t his 
article furnish all t he textbooks free t o 
all t he pupils of its el e~entary s chools, 
s hall be deprived of any furthe r ~oneys 
under t h i s ~ticle un til such time as it 
does f urnish all s &1d textbooks fre e . " 

Unde r section 9508 , it is s necif ical l y provided t ha t 
t~e f unds r eceived by various school 1 istricts, i n accordance 
wi th sect ion 9507, shall be used~ for the uurcbase of 
textbooks. In vie'7 of that prohibi t1on in sect i on 9 508 v;re 
believe that i t would not be proper t o transfer any balance 
left in the fund to any other fund. The statute expres sl y 
r es tricts t~e use of t h i s fund for t he particular ~urnose of 
buy ing textbooks, and we do not bel ieve t hat it may be di­
ve rted into funds for other nur poses. 

It i a t herefore t he oninion of t his Department 
t hat t he Free Textbook Fund cannot be diverted and used for 
other , urposea bec ause of t he express nrovisions of section 
9508 . 

Ver y trul y yours , 

APPROV!i:D : FRAl~K W • B AYES , 
Assistant Attorney General . 

At torney General . 
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