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lliaa .&en•• Mae Wllaora 
Pro•ecutlmg Attor.ne7 
!reatoa, Mlaaourt 

Dear Mias Wilson: 

We aoJmowledge reoe1pt of yaar hrt\er dated 
•arch 4, 1933, ia which you state in ~ aDd iaqu1re ae followat 

"I am writiag you for eoae aea1rianoe ia 
another mattez. I ahould like to haye your 
op1Dion ae to what ia aeaat by the word 
•regularly', as emoloyed ia the definition 
o'f legletered Operator ill Sec. 7?59 R. s. llo. 
1929, ae followat "Regiatered Operator.-
•u operator, other tbaa a cbufteu. who 
r~larly operatee a aotor Yehicle of another 
pereoa in the courae of, or aa aa 1no1dent to 
hie 811ployau.at. but whose principal ocoupaticm 
ia not the operation of such ~tor Yebiole• . 

•should a far. laborer who operatea a motor 
track of another peraon, hie eaployer, aa a part 
of hill aploJIIent, but aa a a~~&ll pan of h1a 
emplOJileat, be required to obta1ra a Reg1atered 
Operator•• 11cepae? ln t~1s 1•atanoe, the 
laborer operate• a truck for hauling purpoaea 
about the fara and to arad fr011 aarltet. The 
truck 1a operated at irregular iaterY&la~ part 
of the ti~e eYery week or two; at other tiaea 
rea1n1ng in the garage for aa loag u a a 011th. • 

You haTe oo~ectl7 aet out in the letter &boTe 
Q110te4, the 4ef1a1 t1on of a •Reg1eter e4 Operator•, aa f ound ia 
Section 7759 Re~ae4 Statute• Yisaour1 1939. 

We think the worda • tn the course of• and -•• aa 
1ac1dent to• are uae4 interchaageably and to be treated u 
euba~anttally <8ynonymus ~·•••· 
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We flad ~he word •Iadldental• or the phrase "as an 
1ao14eat to• aa applied to eervioes rende~&d in connection with 
certain employment and aa the eame 1s used 1n qeot1on 1?59 to be 
defiaed in the case of The Robiu Goodfellow. ao Fed. (2nd) 924,925, 
aa follows& 

'Iacidental•, obYiously, •eans depending upon 
or appertainiag to soaethtng else as priaary. 
•Burrill•• Law Dictioaary defines 'incident• 
aa 'belonging or apoert&1n1ng to; following; 
depeadimg upon another th1Dg as more worthJ. • • • 
A thiug may be aeeeeae.r1ly or 1ueparably ino1dot 
to aaother, or u8U&lly eo'. Webster deftnea it 
thua: •soaethiag aeceeearily a~pertaini~ to or 
depending on aae~er ~ which is 'teraed the 
principal'. ftolitas •· •rmoa~ 46 Bun. (J. Y.) 
75, 11• • 4 Worde and Pluraeea, nrat Seri ea , 
P• 34r94. 

Lord Duae~1D, in !ruatee of Barb or of Dundee T. 
Nicol , (1915) H. L. A. o. 550, said: •tncideatal, 
in ay view, ael.lla incident to the ... 1Jl purp"e 
of ~e .ala buaiaeae•. 

Section 7?66 Re•taed S1atutea 1929, matee proT1•10D 
for the r egiatratioa of regiatered operators requir1ag \bat the 
perioD desiring ~o be •o registered should file in the offlce of the 
Co.aieaioaer of Kotor Vebiolee of the ••a~e a e~ateaent coataintag hta 
1aaae, age and adueaa a:ad the tade llaJie aad mot i•e power of ~· 
aotor Tehiole he ia cOIIJ)eteat to operate and which atat•ent ~4 
be eDdo:raed bJ two oi tlsen• of tht• ata.~e who are :r-egistered 110toJ! 
Tebicle onera and who shall certify to the c-;orreotness of t .he facta 
atated in auch applicatto• aad the good ohazaoter of the app11caat. 
Whereupoa, upon the p&JileDt of the fee .of $3.00 the &ppl1oaat ah&l1 
be granted a certificate of reg1atat10Jl and usi-gned a J~U~tbe!' u 
a regiatered operat~. 

Subd1•1aioa F of seetton ?783, Revised Statutelt 1929• 
require• e..-ery peraon operatiag or dr1n~ a motor vehicle ~ tile 
highways of this •tate, aow1Dg that u 1JljU17 ~· b e ell caused 
to a peraon or d-..ge to property_, due to the oul"b111 t7 of' said 
operator or dr1Ye~ or due to accident, shall act l eave the pl~ce o~ 
•aid 1Djuy, damage o:r acc14nt w1 thout etopplag, giviDg hi a 1\aae, 
reaideace • .otor Yehicle nttaber aad ohauffau~'• or ref1e,ertA 
operator'e rauaber, if aay, to the 1D.jure4 party or oter p~reo~a 
apeo~fied. 

Seet1oa ?783, Subd1T111on A, require• :regie~~ 
operaton to at all ttae• oan"J' trabject to lnapeetioa t-er. I 

rest•t~atloa oert1f1oate turalabe4 by t~e 0ogp1asioaer. 
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We h&Ye no way of bow1Dg what waa 1n tll.e mllld8 of 
~he leglsl&to~• with r eference to what persons the defined words 
• reg1a'ter ed opera,or" was int.ended to apply, except as we may asce~ 
that intention f?oa what the legislature sa1d by way of definition. · 
l e are uaable to find aay oonstructioa or interpretation of the tera 
•regiatered operator• b y any co~ or in any text boot. 

Ve asauae th&t the l eg1slato%a hac! ln mind that 1a 
a4dltion to the preteotioa affo%ded by •licensing chauffeurs" 
who coul d only be licensed when t h ey posaeaeed the reqalaite 
qualiflcation• that it furthez intended to tbzow about t~e travel!~ 
public some additional protection by requiring other per s ona not 
the owner of cars and while Qperating a c~r vll the public highwaya 
of the l!l·tate, but only as an 1nc1den1; to the aa.ia busiaeas <:> f th• 
employer. t o likewise reg ister. not onlJ f or 1dent1f1oation purposes 
but ao that only those per sons who l)os seaaed th• qual1 f ioat1ona 
4 .. eribed in Section 7766 and who coul d obtain the endorsement• 
therein required woul d operate motor vehi cl e$ on the public highway. 

Th e werd regululy, as u sed i ll Section 7759 w1 th 
reference to r e.g1stered operatora, means ln accorclanoe with soae 
coaa1atent or periodical rule or pract i ce . 

Green v . BeJledict, 128 A. 20 , 21; 102 Conn. 1. 

Ue therefore are of t he oplnion t hat, on your atatemeDt. 
the persoa referre~ to in your l etter , i s engaged in regula rly 
operating t he mot or vehi c le of hi s employer and that auoh operation 
is in the oourae of and as an inci dent to hi e employment, as t hose 
terma are above defined and 1a required t o r egister a.a an operator 
of motor vehi cl es under said Section 7? 68. 

Ver y truly your s. 

GILBERT LAlm 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVED a 


