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Who eligible to vote,
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don, James i, Waechter, Chairman,

Board of Election Comnissioners
for the City of St. Louls,

208 South Twelfth Boulevard,

‘t. Louis, Missouri

Dear Mpr, "aechter:

This is to scknowledge your letter of July 18th,
1933, which 1s as follows:

"inder ‘ection 14 of idouse Bil) 514 (the
%eeke B111) it is provided:

No person shall be eligible to
membership in any convention held
under suthority of this act, who
1s not a gualified slectop of this

State =

The question has arisen here as to what
constitutes a 'qualified elector'. Does
this mean thst omnly sueh persons who are
duly registered voters, in accordance
with the elcetion laws of the State and
the City of St. Louis, shall be eligible
to memberghip in eny convention?

This Board would also like to have yowr
opinion as to whether or not a person
muet be a registered wvoter in accordance
with the laws of the State of NMissour!
and this City before he or she is pere
mitted to vote in the coming special
election,

Kindly let us have your snswor to these
questions as proaptly as possible and theree
by greatly oblige,"




#m, James A, Waechter 2 July 28, 1933,

Section 14, Laws of Yiesouri, 1933, page 237, orovides
in part as follows:

"o person shall be eligible to membership
in eny convention held under authority of
this sct, who is not a qualified elector
of this “tate, etc. "

Section 4, Laws of Missouri, 1933, pa e 235, provides
in part as follows:

“# ¢ # Said mars coryaions shall meet at
places in such precinct or voting districts
as shall be designated by the county court
or board of election commissioners of sueh
counties or cities, and elect 4 delegates,
qualified electors of sueh precinct or
voting distriet, etc."

As you well know, meetings are held in precincts and
then in Senatorial distriects and the membership of the delegates
chosen In these meetinge must be made up of gualified electors.

Worde & Phrases, Yol, 6, third series, paze 469, reads
as follows:

"A 'qualified eclector' iz s citizen of the
state, male or female, 21 years of age or
more, porsessing qualificatione required
by Constitution, duly registered, and not
under disebility; while a 'quslified voter!
is a person who is not only & qualified
registered eletor, but who hes met the
additional requireament, imposed by Constie-
tion and statute law, of payment of all
taxes assessed egainet him and collectible
during the previous year, Vvatson v,
Spartanburg County bBoard of Fducation,

130 8, E, 776, 776, 141 8, G, 347."

“t 1= our opinion that the words "qualified elector"
mean. such persons that are duly registered voters snd possessing
other gqualifications required by the statutes asnd the Comstitution.




Hon, James A, Vaechter ~3- July =2, .933.

Section 2, Laws of Missourl, 1933, page 234, provides
in part the following:

“In all other respects, such special
election in esch precinet in this state
shall be condueted under the provisions
of the election laws of this state, ln-
so far ae such laws will apply amd etc."

Section 106582, R, 5, 1989, which is found in Article
XV1iI, Chapter 61, which article and chapter pertains to
registration and conduoting elections in cities of this State
now heving, or which may hereafter have, 100,000 inhabitants
or over, nrovides in part the following:

"ivery citizen of the mited States and

# & #», who 18 over the age of twenty-

one years, who has resided in the state
one yesr next preceding the election at
which he offers to vote, and during

the laet sixty s of the time shall

have resided in the city where such
election ls held, #» #» #, shall be entitled
to vote at sueh election, for all officers,
state or munieinal, made elective by the
peonle, or at other elections held in pure
suence of the laws of the sate, bdut shall
not vote elsewhers than in the precinct
where his name is registered, and wherecof
he is registeréd as a resident.”

e are not going to g- into the matter of the judges of
election, thelr powers and duties, other than to remind you
thet the Jjudges of election are in compiete power and control
over matters comin: up durin an election and ig is up to them
to determine whether cne is entitled to vote. However, eo
that no freuwd may be perpotrated, and in order to be on the
safe side, we are of the opinion that & person in order to vote
should be a rezistered voter and vote where registered,

If only those persons who are registered sre permitted to voto,
then, only registere voters will decide the issue and no
question ~ay ever be raised thet persons not entitled to vote




Hon, James A, Yaschter i o July 22, 1033,

had & hand or a part in something that it was the dwty of
the voters to decide. In other words, the result will reflect
the will of the registered voters,

Yours very truly,

James L, HornSostel
Acsistant Attorney-General,

APPROVED:

Attorney~iencral,
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