
LEGiSLATURE: Power to designate Superviso r of Food & Drugs 
administrative head of Liquor Control Acts. 
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Ron. John D. Taylor 
Hous e of Representatives 
Jefferson City, ' i ssouri 
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Dear M.r . 'f&Jl or: 

I adt nowledge re e1pt of your r equest for 
of this offioo. Tour request reading as follows : 

•x wi ah you would furni sh ce not le.ter 
than onday rn1 bJ ten o•clock an 
opinion on the follow! question : 

Cer tain l i quor control billa are endi ng 
in both the Houae d t he s enate , ao 
of these billa proTide for t he ~~ 1nt­
ment of a ep,oial co~~ts t on, other• 
pzovt de th t the pow~r to enforce shall 
be lodged in the office ot rood and Or ug 
Superviaor, a subd1T1a1on o f the Dep t­
ment of Public H£-al tb. 

The question has been rai sed nether or 
not the head of a bd1v1s1on coUl d be 
legallJ de 1gnated aa the proper per son 
to enforce the law. ~ • •• 

I. 

SUPERVISOR uF FOODS iiD DtUGS OT A 
STATUTOHY OF l CK. 

opinion 

B.J tho terms of aena~e Bill 16, found on page 255, 
utes~urt ~a•s 1933, the offt oe of Co~eeioner of Foodo and 
Oruge was nbol1abed. Tbi s act r eads as follows : 

•The offi ce of food and dru co t a t~ner 
1e bereoy aooltabed, and all the r i ghta, 
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dutles nd po er e heretofor e veeted by 1 .. 
in said food ana drug co~lesioner are here­
by transfer r ed to and veatcd ln tho OJ 1e­
o1.oncr ot health. llere any le. r o.:"cra 1D 
any wc.y to or i mposes any right, dut7 or 
power upon the food and drug comate 1oner or 
nie aos1 st~nt~, suoh la eh 1 be oonatrued 
as r eferring to and tmpostng auoh r1gbta, 
dut ies and powers upon ~he Commian1onor of 
Heal th or hie ss1a~anta. Tne words -aor.~1•­
a1oner ~ and •food and dr co 1s t oner . • 
na uaed 1n t n1e Che:pte.r. shall be oonot r u 4 
t o me the Co 1aa1oncr ot Hf:e.l tba d the 
words •deputu..en1 ~ d •rood and drug dep t-
ment " as uaed 1u this Oh p~er. shell be con­
strued t o mean 'be St ate Dep rtment of U al tb. • 

Aa a a&tter of neoeas1ty d t o p~o~ote ef!1c1ent ado1n1a­
\rat1on, 1t ia mr und ~atand1ng th t an aeala .ant baa eeen appointed 
by the Colmi estoner of Healt h whc haa been d-.J>e1 nate4 as t he eupe%- . 
visor of Food and nr •· An ezam1nat1cn of the law& on this subject 
l'GVeeJ. tba t t ht a office 1a not a a t a t utozy oftlce but i e air.apl)' a 
convenient dee1gn t1on, f or the AGs1atnnt to the Co 1sa1oner of 
Health, bavlug ~treot chazge and auper,1sion of the adm1n1atr tlon 
of the Food nnd Drug Laws . . There being no at atutory office desig­
nated as the auperVisor of roo~ and ugs, 1t would be our tiret 
auggeatlon th~t sucn an office be c r eated, which office to be 
o ns•atent w1 th the pu rpose of the fo r egotng law of the regulaz 
aeaa1on , bou1d be under the jur1ad1ct1on ~f t ho Department of 
Healt h . 

II. 

SUPERVI SOR OF FOOD AND DRU ;>S AT BE CLOTHED 
WlTli AI> IlflSTRATIVE DUTI ES QF ! .. l Q.UOR CO 1ROL 
LA •• 
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ao~ion we 1efer rou t o th btor Vehicle License Act a• f ound in 
Article 1 of Chapter 41 , R. s. 'o. 1921 . Tbia Act pr ovides for the 
appointment of ~eomm1aa1oner of HOtor Vehicles • bJ the eoret~y of 
State. The act then directly confers po ere and dutt ea upon suob 
coa~sa1oner. As anoth•r ex ple e r efer t o Obapter 92, R. s. 
•o. 1929, wherein the Athleti c Director of the UniT ·rsttr of ~t••ouri 
ia made &lao ohalrm n of the tbletio Co 1sston, and ~t tutor.r 
powers an4 duttea are 11tnlae conferred upon him. 

It ls therefore the o, \n1on of t his office th t there ls 
nothi ng lnoonel atent or beyond tbe r•er of t he Leg1al ture tn 
the designation of the SuperYiaor o ood and uga as the ada1D1e­
trat1Ye head of tbe l i quor control acts . 

A.? PROVED: 

RG : 

HARRY 0. ll~TBER, J R. 
Aaalatant Attorney Gener al . 


