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SCHOOLS--OfiGANI ZATION OF BOARD- Law r equi ring boar d t o be organized 
!ithin four days not compulsory but mer el Y di rect or y . Thr ee 
meabers of school board, i n case of di~ion of whol e boar d, can call 
i n CountY Superint endent who shall be considered a member of board 
for that Purpose, 

H:>n. Paul Stark, 
Vice-President, 
Board of Educatton, 
Louisiana, Missouri. 

Dear Ur . Stark: -

llay 6th, 1933 

'------~:::,~ 

Answering your questions of recent dete which lette r was sen t to us 
on advice of the Prosecut ing Attorney of y:ur County , whc.ein you 
desire a raling on the subject as related t o t he Bonrd of ~ucation 
of Louisiana, Kisso. ri . 

•1 . I f the Board meetD within 4 days after election 
and a~points tempor ary chairman but does not c ~mplete 
its organization !thin the 4 days , does it have a 
right to go ahead and elect a P1~s1dent at a later 
~eetin~ after the 4 day period has expired? 

2. I f the man, who ~as President of the Board of 
Educat:S.on prior to t he election for new school direct­
ors, refuses t o call a me~ting for the 9Urpose of 
completing t he oruanizat=on of tht:" Boar d by elect-
ing the new otfice ~ , can t he Vice- President of t he 
BOard call St id c eet ing? 

3. I f the person who is ~residing at the meeting 
refuses to put the motion for election of th e new 
officers, can a majority of the other members pro­
ceed to election of the new officors i n spito of his 
refusal?• 

ill say in ans~ er to question No.1, tha t the st~tute (New ~~ ction 
9823, 'P· 3~3. Session Acts 1931) says: 

"~ithin f our days after the ~~ual ce~ti,g , the 
board shall meet, the newly elected ~ember s be 
qualified and the board organized ~J ~ election 
~~ oresident ~vice-president, and the board 
shall , on or before the fifteenth day of Jul y 
each year, elect a necretar y and a treasurer, who 
shall enter u pon their respective duties on the 
firteenth ••1 of July; said secretary and treasurer 
may be or say not be member s of t he board. * * * 
~ malority ~ ~ boAtQ s hall CQP§titu t.c A ouorua 
,m .tbii trwsr.cticm .2! business. * * * 'tthcn there 



Ron. Paul Stark - £- • ay 6th, 193'. 
I 

u m oguiJ. diyisifm 1U: ~ Jhole board ~ Am! 

~~eg~~t7~n~9~&~i,JL~fiBogtif.L 
CA.:~T THt.. Dt.8I.DI NG VOlE UP~ SUCH ~U.E.SXIO~ Al'JD FOh 
XHE DE.r.zs.HJHNAfiOB OF SOCB ~U ... STI OB SIUwL t E CJ.N\>ID.Lr.­
ED A KEKBER OF SU<.!H BOA!-.D. Xhc president and s ecre­
tary, except as herein speci.fied, shall P"I'f'::>rm the 
same duties and ~subject to the sa~e li~bil!t! es as 
the presidents and clerks of the scho~l b )ar ds of 
other dist s·iets. • 

I t is our opinion tha t t he fact that the Board di d not meet within 
the f our days and PE?JUUEliXLY: O.rtGANIZE bJ electing a pr•esident and 
vice-,l)rosident, is mel'tdy a f ailure to comply with the now Section 
9329 \PP• 333-~~, Session Acta 19~1) of the Statute. 

They eo•1ld meet and or~an1ze .tFT:b • .L.DS JUST .lS t.ELL AS bL.FORE THE i:.ND 
OF TB.~.;, Il'IRSr FOUH DJ.Y:S as there is no ~cntlty for fafling to ~ .AWl 
Ergqizt within ..ttw. t:out wa T!ih k. lll 'tHIS PJ.ztJ(;ULAh I .:i W!RFLY 

I .. l!.CX0.\1 , 140 1: k.ANDATOhY. btate ex rel . Bird, 295 llo . ~44, l . c . 351-35;~ . 

It will be observed that thi ee members can call ln the County Supe r in­
tendent of &chools to decide mat ters (in case t h ree '=>f the ':lemb r·s r e­
quest him) which law w:as enacted i n Session Acts of 1931, pp. 333- 3M, 
so that ( in ease o! a tie) he is for all prae '" ical purpo~es, a merubr· r 
of such Board. 

Answering your second question if t he former president or tbe board 
or Lduca t1on or t h temvoral'y cha1 r'Me.!'l wbo teas elected within the f our 
days, refused to call a m~ttng of the Board for t he purposes of complet­
ing t ho organi£at1on of t he Board b~ electing the new of f icers, it !s 
our opinion that tho v1ee- pres1dont or t he Board, if ho is an old meob~r 
or held over, ean call a ceet1ng of t he Board . 'tihcn assembled, they can 
elect the officers as provided 1n the Section above x·eferred to. 

1'hirdJ if the person who is presiding at the meeting refuses to put a 
motion for elect l.on of new o~!icers, it is our opinion that tl;~ other 
membt1rs of the Board, if they constitute a majority ot t he Hoar d may 
proceed to elect the p.r·c.sident, v i ce- president and other of ficers such 
as s e cretary and t r·ea:Jur er .. 

!tdY iCXIff~1ct 
Attorney Gene ~ 

Yours very truly, 

. ' ?#~ 
G~v. B. ~rnOTh.t:.b, 
Assistant Attot~ey Gener~l 


