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LOSS BY THBFT OF STATE PUBDS BY All OFFICBR-- THE OPP!amt AlO> BJ% 
BvJDSMD ARE RESPONSIBLB POR SAD. 
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'-----' --..t ~ ..;' 
£on. Claud • Shepherd 
Secret_,. 
Barbera• Jtate Board of Examinera 
51? ~1okwlok Bu~l41ng 
Kanaaa c 1 t,-- 111e110url 

Dear • Shepber4 c 

RegardiJlO your lett er ot 'fa7 2nd, 1918, whvein you 
apoke or ,-our ott~oe at &1? Pickwick Bu1ld1n8 being burglarized 
Aur1l 25,. 19~~. between the hours ot 6 p. • and 8 •• ., 1D 
wb1o'IJ 70u a tat e 1\lnda in the a 110unt ot 106.00 ft '"e stolen,. 

97 .oo ot which waa tor llcenaoa,. perm1ta of exaad.nat1on, and 
a pprentice ~o~lta. and $8.00 waa for money lett on depoe1t 
b7 the barbera. You at te turther that the burglar 7 waa report­
ed to the ?olloe Department of Kanaaa City and an 1~veet1gat1on 
of aaate waa •de; that neJ7 precaution waa taken t o aafe6Uard 
the State '• money and that thi a wae the tirat and onl7 loaa 
euata~ned during your tour-yeara term. You spoke f urther aa 
tollowaz 

"The money ••• ke t 1n a ••tal atrong box wbloh waa 
looked, and t he ke7 tor aame ••• 1n a locked drawer 
which waa rorced ooeD. The outer office door waa 
alao locked. 1e bmkod our aaone, on Saturday, the 
22nc1 ot April, and th1a JDOft87 •e 1m acc\DMllation 
ot ondaJ and Tueaday,. Apr ~ l 24tb am 25th. I wu 
a..,., holding exa~1nat1ona 1n f t. Joeeph, M1aaour1,. 
and JaY olerk, Ur. Lake 1n t he Kanaaa City ott'1ce, 
waa unable to l•ve t o depoa1t the 110ne,- 1n tbe bank.• 

Replying t o your communioat on relative to the above 
matter,. w111 atate that it waa an exceedingly unfortunate atra1r 
a"d we are very aorry that ea~ happened. We will oal l your 
attention t o the law i n the case. 

Soot1on 135~ R. s. 1029, providea, 

~A board of examiners~ t o conaiat ot tbree peraona, 
cit1aena of' t h1a atate • ~ • • • * o • o • * o • 
ach member or aa1d board aball . bet'ore enter1n,s 

upon the diacharge ot h1a dutiea, g ive a bond 1n 



-~-

the aum at t'1f'teen t houe and. dol1ara. w1 tb a 
dul7 authorised eure't7 or bonding oompan;y, to be 
approved ana t1le4 b7 tho eecret&P7 of' atate, con­
ditioned tor the ta!thtul pertorm.noe ot hie dutl••c 
and aball take oath ~ • o • • * o • • * * • • * .., • 

Seot10D 13625 R. s. lq2 J , af'ter providing t or a aalaJ7 
t o t lw mbera, including traveltns expenaea etc., aaya, 

"Pro-.lded, howe-.er. tbat all one,.a oollecte4 by tbe 
board or ita treaaurer ahall be ~a14 !n'o the atat• 
treaauz,, t-bare to eoqtitute a fund tor tbe PUI"'­
poae o~ oar~tns out the nrovta!ona ot th1a chapter. 
* • .. •••• 

Sectiona 13527 and 1~528, R. s. 1989, pr ovide tor the 
reea to be charged and collected b7 the Board. Thia ma.lcea the 
membera State ot t t cera an<1 the handling or the ntOne;y doubl7 
i mportant. 

I t h ae been rulec:l 1D caaea or th1a type that while, 

"* .. t h e defendant aa ~~iltz ot no want ot care 
or pruFce ln taui~to aao..r'fiintlii~ conat­
l:fon 0 -.n4oaiili. { . n IiO iept 6fa-oru;ro., de-
poe!t-;-The queatfon tor determination ia, whetber, 
on the ?aCta etatid,-aie detendiht, l'Oftll, iiid 
tlieauretiea on hie b'Oiiir, are ilili1e toP tb.e aum 
iOloat.• -- - -----

After reviewing the author1t1ea 1n that oaee where the bank ha4 
ta iled. the court ea~t 

"Public oft1cera, however, are un1veraall7 held to a 
more r i&oroua aocounkb111tJ than elmple tt-ueteea 
r or t he publ 1o tuada oommitt ed to their keep1QBJ 
and t hough. 1n a general e~P•• tbe;y DIAJ be ea14 
t o be ba1leea. etlll they are baileea who are sub­
~ to apeo1al obl1.1at1one tor the beMt'lt ot tfie 
jilibfici"; o • * § • • •?Ubilc1XI'io7 requ1ree tiia~ 
ever,. depoa!tar.y ot tne public ~n-., abould be 
be14 t o a atriot accountab111t7; not OD17 that be 
ahould exerclae the highest degree o r vts11ance. 
but t!Mlt '!!! ehoul4 ~eep aatelz' the mone,-a wbioh 
oollt8 t o hie h da. rt7 relaxation or th1a con41t1on 
would open a door to frt uda. wh1oh •1ght be rtrao-
t1ced with !nmunl~. • • .. • • • * • • * * • • * 



lion. C1aud Nl . Shepherd -a-

A THAT 'rUE P~C'P THAT THE OW Y WA. S S'l'OLKR ROM 
HI M, WITHOUT HIS .PAUf}l', oors NOT RBLB lsSE HILl PROM 
HIS OBLIGAT ION T O AD SlJCH PAYl!EJiff.• 

State ex rel. Powell, 67 o. ~95. 

Th1a i s an old c aae but h a a boen fol lowed i n a l l)ng l i ne ot 
~1a1one down t o the nreaent t1 ... 

C1t,r of Pa~ette v. Silvey, 290 s. • 1019 1. o. 1021J 
" n1vora1ty C1Q' v. 3oball, 278 .fo. 667J 
cragg C1t7 ~pec1al noad D1etr1ct v. Johneon, !2~ 
rao. 990. 

ln 'Y1ew or tbe law above quoted, although 1t la • 
'Yer'J' unfortunate &rra1Ja, lt 18 CNr 01)1J.liOn that J'OU aDd 7~ 
bondaMD would be anawerablo to t he ~ tate tcr the mon87 and 
would be oom:1elled to 1)8,7 ••• into the State TreaauJ7, not­
w1thatand1q tbe unf'ortunate aurround1nga 1n the loaa or ..... 

ver y reapeotful l7• 

OEv . a. c-:-nvrm::R 
Aaetatant Attorne7-Geoera1 . 
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