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Gont l omon: 

This office acknowledges recoipt ot your lotter dnted 
July 15, 1933, as tollovsa 

"In Re : Hoss Gr egory , 41650 . 

'lhia un e convtetGd l n Stoddard County 
by a jury 1n 01rou1t Court ond hla aontonee 
fixed ot 12 years 1n tho ponitentlary. On 
September 14, 1932, the Court 1n vacation, 
as thi~ off ice la 1ntormod, upon otton, 
reduced t he aenteneo from 12 to 8 years , 
and l n c pltance with this order the pris­
oner was brought to the pon1tant1ory to 
oorve a t erm o£ 8 y lnrs beginning Soptember 
14 , 1932. He waa accepted by •he larden nnd 
onterod upon his service as is evidenced b y 
t ho sentence and j ud .mont ou ltted herewith. 

Lo.ter on i t wan doter.:nlned t ha t the action 
o£ tho Court was illegal and tho prisoner was 
baken out of tho penitentiary on a writ of 
l~bcns corpus, 1asuod by tbo Circuit Court 
of St~dard County, d irect1n _ the warden ot 
the penitentiar y to deliver the prisoner 
into t he said court July 7 , 1933. This 
wr1 t 1'1Bs c0!11pl1 od TJ1. th. 

On J tl y 12, 19331 t h ta Roaa Gregory was 
retur ned t o tho penitent iary by the Shor1ff 
of t oddard Coun~y , t o serve a sentence of 
10 yours from f.eptomber 10..,1932. 11hO 
sontoneo o£ the Court a taaod ~pon Caune 
Ho . 10143, which is the ao. e caus o ... hat the 
f irst sentence wns baned upon . 
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1hat t his office would 1 ke to know 1a 
whethor t he pr1aanor should be r o- "'ntor ed 
under his or1 lnal number and t ho recorda 
changed t o contor.n with thG order of the 
Court, mo.do ~· uly a, 1933 o.nd fixit1 n; hi a 
sentence at 10 years inateod or 8 yoara , 
or hothor the prisoner abould be entered 
under a ne\7 number ond a new record made 
to oon orm t o the order of July a , 1933, 
it not bo ng poso1 bl o to carry the pr1ooner 
under two different sentence s and t~ 
d iff erent numbers . 

A wri t ten op1n1on fro~ ~our office at as 
earl y a date a~ i s convenien t , will be 
appreciated. " 

~1 ~ etlon 8S38 Reviaod Statutes 1aaouri 1929 , the members 
of your board , su, Joct t o law, bavo the exclusive b~vernment , reg­
u lation and control or the J laaour1 State Penitentiary and you may 
make anu , ntorce st.eh rul es and regt l a t ions as .., ou from t 1mo t o time 
deem necessary and proper 1n the manage nt of the penitentiary and 
tho persons now or hereattor l ogoll y eo ~1tted ther ein , which would 
include the method or f orm in which your records are kept, oo that 
t he purposes of the law nmy be o.ff ect uolly carried out. 

o t hink it 1.e your dut y t o a ccep t the jud ent and direction 
of t ho Circuit Court rerorred to 1n your letter as a valid judgment , 
01~er and dir ectJon until the same !a reverned or othorw1se set anide . 

You undoubtedly 1'-..Ave the right t o make such entries on your 
r ecords or t o change, alter or add t o the camo so as t o mako them 
s peak the taets. Ae a practical ttor, and abo,)t wh i ch you have a 
r1 !)lt to uee your j ud ont , we wot. l d eugeeot that your record or the 
first entrance and a cceptance of uregory be amended OJ Cldd1ng to 
samo ao ns to show h 1s sutaequent r e- sentence and change in tor.c ot 
sentence, and th f irst r e cord could rec~te thnt t l1e number appenr1ng 
on thut rocord 1e hereby canceled o!'ld thnt he 1s givon a new number 
whatovor 1t ia and etate wbore tho B& o may be found on your records . 
You could thon gi ve Gre~ory another shoot o!' your recor ds wi t h new 
numbor and r ecite the same factA aa we ho.ve s uggest d be reel ted on 
the old r ecord, thon you wlll have a compl e te record of the chain o~ 
events and all so~r-explanatory. 1he law •1ves you tho pover Q1ld 
au · nor1ty t o usc yo . ~ jud ant in such details as you pr es ent and 
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~ot r only duty 1s t o keep your records 1n such a Yro.y as ls 
comploto and most oaaily undoratood . 

I am retur ning you your i nclosures hore~th. 

APP~OVEDa 

Roy .~clil¥11HICK 
Attorney Gonoral. 

GL: LC 

lnclosuroe 

Ve truly ~ours , 

' L.dERT lA .14.8 
Assi stant At torney General, 


