
HECIPROCITY I.ICTt:' SE LAW: An~lies to neraons onerati~g 
under [a'1sas l ice"' se t ags. - -~ 

v 
l'ay 20 , 1933. ~ ')....., ________ '""~ 

~ F I J E D 

l" r . Dewey A. ~outh , 
Prosecuti~g Attorney , 
"'cvada, · ·1asour i . 

Dear r . Routh : 

This oenartment acknowledges receip t of your 
letter dated l'a y 15, 1933, as fol lows : 

" 'te hPve been bo t he red i n Vernon County 1ith 
t he f ollowi ng situation : 

A con E i ~erable number of r.~ ~SP S cars bn~ring 
t he 1932 l icense nlates a.re fo•md m~on the roads 
of t hiE~ count y. The 'Y"'la ~ s Ler isl~ture has 
r.todified t'teir law s o t ' tat t '..eir c itize. a nay 
oper a t e t heir automobiles uryon t'- e ~ i~h •-rays of 
Knns~~ ~ith t he 1932 t ags, nrovin~d, h owever, 
t hat when t hey do buy their new 193 3 tags , t 1ey 
must pay ape alty of fifty ce"'lts a ... ,.,n t h f or 
each month they have opernted t elr car fr om 
t e time t 'le 193:2 t ags became i"lva1 i d unt il t he 
time of t 1e )Urchase of tl e 1933 t ags . 

-e ~ ~ ve nrrePt ed and fined Reverru. Kansas 
c itize lG foT onerating their cars on t c> h i .... hwapa 
of •irsouri ~ith 1932 t ags and h~ve met with 
c0nside rabl e criticism in each case . I w, uld 
like your on i nion as t · et~er a Yano~o c i tizen 
ma y ">nerate his autoMobile i n • i f'e ~"~uri under 
the reci'o r ocity law t~nd n t be suoject t o fine 
in ~1 r.r~ 1ri under t he issouri Statutes, or 
f:.fhether he woul d be sub jec t t o fine in 1i ~so.1r i." 

I n answer to t he above i'lqu1ry, r.e are asr.ou Mi ng 
thet t h e '1tc-te of KansPs n ow has a reciprocit y au t omobile 
l icenoe J.aw. 

f ect ion 7?68, n. S . o . 1929, ur ovides as follows : 

•• A nonrenide"l t o~er , except as r'l 'th e r wiee herein 
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pr ovided, owning any mot or vehicle wh ich has been 
duly registered f or t he current year in t he nt?t e , 
c .Am try o r other Place o1' h lch the o ncr i ,.. ~ 
resident and which at all tirnes when operated in 
the state has eli AP1ayed u oon it the number l.,te 
or Platen issued for such vehi cle in the nl~cA of 
residence of such o ner ~ay ooera.te or per it the 
operation of such vc icle ;oith in hie st te with ut 
registering such vehicle or paying any fee t o t "l ie 
state, p rovided t hat t'e provia· ~ns of t h lc ~eoti on 
s hal l be ouer~tive as t o a vehicle owned by a ~on­
resident of this state only to he extent t 1~t under 
the l"WS of the state, c~tntry or other ol.,ce of resi­
dence of such nonreside t o ner 1 ike exem-t ~one are 
gr anted to vehicles reg i stered under t he laws of 
a.nd owned by reoidents of t h1e state. " 

The purpose of tll e reciprocity automobile lic~nse 
l aws ie , of c~ 1roe, Lhat legal ly lice~sed onerators of ot?r 
ve:1 icles 1'1 .,ns"s m. v onere.te their automobiles -ri";h 1n the 
Sta te vf 1i ssouri td thvut cqairin a ·i~Gouri lice 18e, and 
persons duly licensed t o onero.tc ot'>r veh icles i, 'ifl ~.)u ri may 
operate e.n in t he State of ··ansn.o · it.hrut t he ac iring o the 
x .. ,.,~ ao Jlc•1oe . The above Sect1on n rovidea "that a non-,.e""i<'lclt , 
exce....,t "!1 t rfl se here in -orovided, o nin any ~oto-r ve icle 
w ich ha,.. b n duly regiot e rcd for the current year, in t c 
s t ate , etc . 1 We do n ot bel ieve that the term , •curr ent year11 

necesaa ril y 1eans t tat the onerators of Kansa s muot h ve a 
1933 license tag upon their automobile . The Leg islature of 
.... sao h .. ~ ,... r mi t ted pera -:>"'~B t o onerate i n 1933, b t he use 
of 1932 ' ice se ~1~tes, nlus a nenalty of 50¢ pe r month, as set 
out in y )Ur 1 ~"tter . Pern0n~ c )nfo r ing t o t hose t' r ovi oions 
are ( 11 y lice""! sed :> era torn i t hin the «=' tate of P'ansas , "nd re 
dul y re6 i~tered fo r the "curr ent year" in Kansas . 

All that is c ntemol a. ted by t he reci...,roci ty l a a 
is tha t n person b'3 duly , i c c sed under the l a"'S '"\f the s tate 
rthere he resides . It is n t neceos~ry, in or der t o t ake advan­
tage ~~ the reciprocity law , t1at t~~ state of Ka~s s exact 
any ic~1se f~e . It y c harge 1ne ~r i t y c harge more or less 
t han t e fee c a r ned by t h i o state ; t h t being a u~ttcr of 
purel y s t ate c 1cern. These laws do n t conte""nlate th~t t he 
require 1e~ts in t he variouo otatea s 1 1 be uniform or t hat one 
state ~ oll ·1ave any c on trol over t he terl!lS or n rovieions of the 
laws of ~ist~r states . 

\ccordinP, to the modified law of K?~ sas, ne rs ons 10 -
erating under ~ e 1932 license tags are leg lly ~~~rattng, acc ord­
i 1g t o t he reou ire ente o1· t e $ tatutcs of Kans· r . If t 'ley 'l~VP 
C'1nn1 iel witn the Te u ire ents of" t t-. e la· s of Ke ~"la reg"rding 
t 1e lice tsing of t heir automobiles , t hen under - ect lon 
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7768 t hey ~re entitl ed t o operat e fo r cer ta i 'fl pu~oses tl1eir 
~utomobil es within t he St,"te of ' i sSQ•'l'i \'lithout subjecting 
t hemsel ves to arrest or fine . 

Ver y tru., v y ura , 

Assista'flt Attorney General . 

APPROV~D : 

Attorney Gene ral . 

FH'Fi : S 


