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’ '-éuzln PER3ONS--Haintained in publie, private or endowed institutims.

Hay 8,1933

Mre. Mary L. Aydew ; )
Lxecutive Uireotor 2o
Ho. Commiasion for the 3liad

1733 Glive Jtreet

stelouls, Hizsouri

dear Mraz. Ryder:

This 12 to ackunowledge your letter of April 36th, 1933,
which 18 as follows:

“The question has been ralsed as to the
right of pensioner: to select their homes
after they have been nensioned by us. One
of our former pensioners, a W@e. ODuaten

of Irou Couanty, was strickea frum the roll
on March 13, 16&, becaice he cntered the
“iogouri Howe for Aged sapsists, Ironton,
lissouri.

1: seems that tils home hags some endowments
and the wording of the law 13 gueh that 4f
pensioners are velng saintaloed by in-titut~
ions of this sort that t.ey avre not eilpxible
for tue pension. lowewver, in such cases
when pensiovners ssleet homes a-the best
place to live in on theilr iinited incomes,
the question arises doce the nature of the
ome disunlify she pensicaer,

‘e nre novw faced with anotier ingquiry from
another pensioner vho wamte to enter a home
if he would mot b:ve %0 glve up his pension.
It 42 the onse of Forsaken Members of the
snptist Churen at Ironton, MMssouri. He
wants %o know if tols would amaul his sension,
He 2aid he 1s alcae and very desolate and
tals bome would offer to aim conforts thst

e cannot manage for nlaself,

he man-pement of the home has written for
an o-infon for they re not asnzious to
soguire another resident of ¢:1s kind and hove




Mre, Mary £. tyder. - May 8, 1933

nin forfeit nls pension, 28 they are in
finaneinl aifficulticn,

It 12 true that this ‘mestion might ralse

a very vexatioue problem for ue in view of
the fuet that mawy wvhe are not
supported in homes of thile kind might nee
fit to seek the pension. These are questions
that nake 1t difficult to decide these
poiats. I would sppreciate your striet
interpretation of the matter.®

seetion 8883 4. 3. No. 1929, defines persons eligible $o ro-
oeive pensions, ~nd saild seotion has this provision:

#e » *and provided further, that btlind
persons who are maintained in either publie,
private, or endowed instituti or by
private nersons who would o se be en-
titled to a pension under this articie,
shall not be entitled to the Dunefits of
thie article; amnd provided further, that
no biind person shall be entitied to the
benefits of tals article while econfined in
any jall or penitentiary usder convietion
.of auny offense eto.,* * * *

Lo: &111 obgerve that the above uﬂm mvldn; np::ﬂnany
that persona HW r publiie vate or
endowed imiMlMd no unﬁod to a mian.

We are of the opimion the words “who are matantzined in*, as
used in the above proviaslion, when read with the entire act, applies
to a Uiind percon living in a publie, private or omdowed institution,

and his or her support or upkecp im same is gratultous or paid by
some one other than peasioner,.

Jebater's Ianternztional Neotionary defines “maintain” to wean
to hold or keep in say particular astate ox domiltieon] to suppors;
to sustaing to uphold} to keep up; to bear the expense of,

In the case of Ztate ex rel. P.im'r v, Thompson, ‘tate Auditor,

397 . 4, 83, the court used the following lampusge after oiting
tho provision supra from Jeetion 583,

"U?hr tz; 1923 aﬂtﬁ; f.et that the
relator and W %iﬁﬂ% ina
publiecly wmr??& natit tion, au ticnlily
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deprives her of the right to recvelve
a pensiocn, * * °*

Your attention is diregted to the underscored words.

The relator in the above cnse was omn the pemaion roll, and due
to lack of fundis aporopriated, she did mot recaive her penzion and
was forced to enter un alms hou'e. In reading the case, 1t will be
geen that the court had in minl the faot as to sh. was paying for

the support.

I% 13 our oplalon that the .rovision herein cunsidered is
siwply %o proteot the State from glving support to seamsioners
alre cared for by other persons or institutions., The jpension
is mo more than a gratulty ?antad by the 3tate for the
agtual support and maintenance of the deserving blind, hence, if
sueh person is belag provided for he or she would nut be entiﬂod
to the vension, 8 intent is gatiered from other nrovisions
of the sot, namely, if s bliad person lives with 2 sighted husband
or wife who has an income or 1s the reciplent of six hundred
dollars per annum; or if a person 13 oongiud in a peaitentiary;
or waintained in an inatitution.

Yours very truly,

JARES Lo HORNIOSTEL,
Asaistant Attorney Ueneral.

APPIOYED

Attorney GUener-l.
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