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froreasor J . ~ . ~orriasy 
Clif ton lUll, iseouri 

Dear • orrioay: 

This Departm~nt ackno l edges recelpt or your 
letter dated November 17 , 1933r as folloTs : 

"•1e are having a special achool 
election here t o vote a bond issue 
of seven thou ~and dollars to build 
a sc ~ oo1 and co~1ty auditor1~. 
The law aa, a nothing but tax payers 
can vote . Our queatton is: 

1 . Just vhat constitutes a tax payer? 

2 . Is the wife ot o tax payer eligible 
to vote ? 

3 . ~everal of our ~omen teachers say 
thoy do not pay n tax - are they 
e l i g l ole to vote? n 

I 

e tue it t hat 1n holding the election you are 
proceeding under Section 9198 l.evised Statutoa iesour1 1929 , 
wh ich authorizes the board of d irectors of the respective ecnool 
distr i cts in the state to Lorrow money t'or the purpose of , a 1ong 
other t hings, erecting school houses . The section provides 
with reference to t he hold1n~ or an ol e otion to authorize tho 
board ot directors to orr ow money , 
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~~~~ The qualif ied voters at aaid 
election et~ll vote by ballot* ~ ~. 

In order to determine who are gualified voters at 
auch an election we turn to Section 9287 Revised Statute• 
~1eeour1 1929, which in part provideaa 

0~ ·:: •• • A qualif ied voter within t he 
meaninr of t hia Chapter shall be any 
person who. UDder the general lawa or 
t his state, woul d be allowed to vote 
1n the county for at a t o and coUiltJ' 
oettoere, ar d who shall have resided in 
t he district thirty days next p~eceding 
t he annual or fPee1al moetlng at wh ich 
he offers to vote" . 

&ect1on 9287 and Section 9198 are both included 1n 
Chapte r 57 or the Rev1eed Statutes of 1saour1 1929, so that the 
q~al1f1cat1one of voters ae set out 1n Secti on 9287 would deter­
mine th8 quali f ications of tho vote rs at an election held under 
the provisions or f.eetion 9198. Any person, male or female. 
who has reached tbe requioite a ge and who ll&s lived wit~ tala 
state one year and the county where he or abe offers to vote 
sixty days ls entitled to vote for state and county officers at 
an eleetton held for that purpose. There are no propert.J 
qualifications required or voters at an election held tor the 
el ection o ! state and county of ficers . Section 9287 further 
requires a person otter1ng to vote at an election held under 
t eetion 9198 to have resided in the school district where such 
oleotlon is being l.eld thirty days l..m!nediately preceding the 
holding o t he olec t1on at which ho or s he ot ters to vote. 

I t ia true that msmbera of t.be \Joarcl of directors 
of com-on school d istricts, aa well as mombera or the boarda ot 
directors or cit y. town and consolida t ed school districts. ~st 
be resident taxpayers o£ t he respective districts where elected. 
It is also true tbat where an increase of tax levy 1s voted on 
under Secti on 9225 Revised St atutes 1saot r1 1929, only L~ose 
are ent i tled t o ~ote thereon who are taxpayers of the school 
d istrict wl.erein t he elec t ion ie held, but the latter aect1on baa 
no application to your situation • 

.. e t h eret'ore aro o1' the opinion that any person 
wl o has r eached t he required age and who has resided in the State 
o£ 1ssour1 one year, 1n Randolph County sixty daye and in the 



Pr ofessor J • 1• . .Worrlaay - 3 - lravember 27, 19:53 

school district •here t he proposed election is to be held 
t~ irt y days next preced1nc the date or the hold ing ol" t he 
elect i on at w 1ch be or she offers to vote , 1a a qual1t1ed 
voter w1t h tn the meaning of Sect ton 9198 Revlaed Statutes 

l ssouri 1929. 

This conclus t on will answer your questions numbered 
two and three. If the wife or women teachers referred to are 
o therwise quallfl od to vote , t ho tact that they are not taypayera 
la immaterial . 

APPROVKDs 

HoY J.!ckirrRidt 
Attorney oe reral. 

GL: LC 

Very truly youre , 

GILBERT LA J 

Aaalatant Attorney General, 


