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PROPEHTY: .I 
TAXATION: /Tax c o·nrn1as1on h ' s no jurisdict ion t o raeaof ••• -,roJ"'~ ... ·ey 

1f roaot- t t o county board of equal izat ion h i1ot. ae 
befor e npol y1ng t o t ax e omm1 ee1on. 

on . Je:-t~e A • . :J tuhelJ 
Corm:1a81oncr 
' t t e Tax Co~i r !on 
J Cter·aon C' t y • j naot r1 

i ur • •1 tehell: 

June 14, 1933 . 

Th2 B Sa t o aclmowl odg o ytn lottor or .June 8 t h , 19:S3• 
which letter is ne ,.ollo e: 

"Th1o Com:n1: e i on wne eked to ren !:ern 
cortn1n property 1n ! t . Louja City . A 
b ar1n •~• set for June 5 1 at hleh 
t 1 e t vr1t au • rod t o t e vid nco. 
~ 1ty Counoelor of St. Lout City quo t 1on-
od t~e a ut hor1t7 of th Com~1oe1on in th ttr, r 
inv olved. 'I'bo a.ttorney a tor both •1doa consont-
od t o wa1v oc1e1on on t part or tbe 
Co 1eo1on o t o t heir jur18dlct.Jon to decide 
t n:1 ttto hcar1n;:; proceeded wl t h tho underotund-
1n~ deo1a1cm ould bo t h~ld u t tl tho 

tt r of ·" 1"1Cd1et1 on dat e 1 d . 'ihe 
acco~any1 brief R to forth t he ttor v y 
i'ully. >111 you kindl y fov or u i t h y<mr 
oninlon ae t o our jurJod!ct1on? n 

':'he elode Tru t1 t CoJ1t"r.tany or t . Lon1s f'Slcd 1ta p rn m -
1 rct.ur n for t9X a. by Jt oft"1cel" • fo-r t ho y ar } Q32 . tub• 

eequontly ot Sd b lr tmc Jllennd '" llquidnt ion. Aftnr t Wlt i n 
l1qu:J dnt 1on, rut n t to.:npt 'rt t'J e t o o.p 1 roro tho board of' 
equal1zot j o. cf tha C:Jty or s t . u ia t o h v o rc os nt of 
1 t oroperty . owe , o:o • no onpoHl 1n .n-1 t tn_g wnn f1 to I l•ofortt 
the l ocal boaJ"CJ by ola1 ant . A net1t1on ror r em· nt n 
ti l ed w1th tha tax c o n1. ion u b~foro to~ti n~ny . t s on 
on h j e ct1on ar. de queets o• Jn,, t h e· t horj t y or ,1uriedJ c t on 



on . .l El f' O A. 11 tel 11 un 1 • 1 3 :5 . 

. or t ho co::n1 rt e1on t -:> e ·1torttd n nuc h or oeeoosn .... a ror the 
r n on t h t elnj nt (li d n~t f 1l ft an nppo 1 1n wrjting t o 
tho boor-d Of &QU&11?.ut1on f r om t l' e • C'O tl nt Of 1 to P • 
t~ opeeltylng tha ttor f' ~r which 1t c ompl Jn ('!d . utt 
ob j c t 1on wet-o .. a d but n o od n :>t b J or eet ou t . '.1.1'10 

co :ni .., lon t oot t ntl D)' • t• cel'v 1te rul1ng on t ho 
quoct jon o f j ur1s41c t 1on ( h l c:h wn nat 1vcd by hour1 o£ 
tho c Y1d once but 1'\Jlly r truly egrc Cl nnd nd. r t ood tru t 
11' tho c )ffmlsoion d14 not hav e jurled1ct1on n decision would 
bo rencler d by 1t to t hat ef f · ot ) . 

s t . tJOu1a 1s o c 1t y h.nv1 11 porrul t i on of ()VOl'" t'lve 
b ndrod t maaan 1nhobltant • a 1t tw e e cluntter . e 
~rov1 1ona ot same r not vlo l ot o o1thor t ho Conflt i t ut1on of 
tho St t o or An3 general l Qw of t h. tote . l t 18 1"\a-t ber d. 
a c1ty wlt lt u t a c ount7 pcrfor~e or con~t1tut1onnl ov1a1on R. 

St • te x 1n1' . tr7, t. t orney- ·on ral v . 
atrong et al, 296 s. · • 7~6 . 

1b cole qunst1on proaant ed by y~~ 1nQu'r.r bei : 
a~ t~ t ax co nl ion hear deto~ e a t t r o~ o~ r-

o cec mont pr oented by olal t 1r s oh ol 1 ant di d not 
n oal t o h o board or equatlzat1on t n t h e ~ir t 1n t ance? 

Article XV. t.aeoaamont Dl v!a1on. oot1on 14 at the 
It v1ood Oode o~ ~t . Louts. 1926 . r ado ClO 1"ollo at 

"Any poroon may appeal ! n wr1t1n3 t o the 
board of equal1zct~ on tr t h oneco cnt 
of h1s property a~ e1ry1n the tttnr of 
which h~ compln1na . " 

~11n ecct,on 1r, ~! m1lar t o f oet1on ~ 2 • a. 1 20 • 
. 1ch n rol lowe: 

" to vers p r·oon \ o t trll(£1 b lm olf' 
b7 t he a~ae ement of hi • op r t y 
appeal. nn4 very appna l ahall be 1n 
M"Jt1 • end vor1t1ed by at'f 1d..clv1t. and 
ah 11 at to pso1ally tho ou or the 
ppeal ttnd t he tteT' or thil'\;'l co 1 i nod 

ot • nd no ot tter t! 1 bn consi dered 
b;y the board.• 
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Y'ou will th rof'oro note that the t t r or ac:ljur,t 
val\tot1ona pl ccd on propez.ty aDaeoaed by the asreseor wa-. 
contemplated t o be brought betor the local author1t1oo 1n 
tho f irst instance s o that they mlght deter 1ne the matter end 
at"t r tbe local board .!loaT"d ond deter 1nod a tho claim-
ant be et1l l ggrioved. col1ld then petJ t 1on tho St ate 'fs.z 
Comm1aa1on t ol' a hoar 2ng. und no on foll ow the proeeGur e-
scr1bod 1n th El t t eo. 

l n the instant case tho ol :1 mant baa not availed 1t elf 
or t he nrocodure outl1nod l n tho ntatutoa nn" we oro ot th 
opinion tbt\t 1 t is bt:Wred ~o appe11l1ng t o the Tax Co.- ee1on 
tnr e11ef bcoauae or 1t failure to flrat app17 to the ard 
ot Equal1zo.t1on. 

fn the er· e of St ate ox ~el . ryatt. Collector. v . 
oyt. A~pellant. 123 o . ~8 1 . c . 360• the court in 1t op1n1on 

h~~t1d. 

ttzt the ovnor t h1nlc 'nju t1ee h nn been done 
by tho aa esor. ho hw o the right t o a p al 
to the board ot equn11zat1on and b "e hie 
• ongo romo cl1ed. I t hao beon held t.bnt the 
ac~ion of tho onaennor under the roYenue 
la '" j~1c1al. and .non tb j' 18d1ct1on 
to oscon• tho p~pert7 ox1sta. bia v lunt1on. 
unless anvealed fro • le eonclu lve upon the 
one liable for th tcxoa. tt 

Alao. 1n tho caee of , )nlrorhot'f- Far1e Trunt & Say . Co. 
v . Ulll. 19 s. ~ . (2d) 746 1 . c . ?51, the court 1n its opinion 
mado tht obaorv t1on. 

"It 1o no doubt tx-uo th ·t the atate tax 
co m1e !on w s not 1ntoade4 to eupDlGDt 
local a~Sne r.1ng of1'1eera and bou o. oto •• 
0 ~ • * 0 • • • 

Also. 1 tho c oso ot • tate o>: rol . Hawk1n v . BClwarda• 
286 s. • 1 . o. ea. tbo court o14• 

"Tho de f ndGnt. tlleret'ora, hav'ns notice tha t 
b1e pro r·ty wa overvaluod 1n the o. seve­
mont. had h1 e remedy pln1nly ))01nt f':d out b7 
t h o atatuto. ThB eourt D ca!lltot to.ke up the 
burden flh1ch the ntatute ol oeee upon aase o­
ot•o and board of' oqu.altzatio" • Ue failed 
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to f ollow tho t hod pointed out by the 
statute which 1n tho un o available to the 
ta.xlUI7er whoM nronort~ i e cxceoc1v~l7 
valucd.n 

e ba vc Pc'>t cet ottt t ho poworo an4 the dut1c or the 
St«lte Tax Co '11 aion wh1cb are full and a<loquote not only to 
supervise bu.t to review auuloaamenta not l'lKlde con.foralbly to 
law. and rev1a41t them i f such be tho f ct. 

!n the l~ ueod by the court 1"' the rr1n.lt J~~hot1"­
Far1s ~at lt: ~i v . Co • • v . l:l111 . supra, wo are strengthonod 
1n our concluaSon tbnt tbe Tax c~~eo1on doea not have juris• 
d1ct1on t o ho r tho matter her 1n c na1dered• namely • t · t to 
per 1t ta7.pqor throughout tho ·~t~ who reel o.egr1eved 
through alleged d1acr1mt.nr.lto aoaot>s onts of their oroperty. 
to at~1 silently by t 1ll attor the boards ot oqua11zatton 
have co: letod the1r work and t h <'n o t hn prot~st tbtlt t na sr 
aaeosomonts are d1ecr1m1nato . tor tho .tlrst time to the Stnte 
Tax Co :niee1on. 

totter . 

~TI,U : l Q 
~no . 

e nre roturning herow1 th tho br1ot apnended to :,OUJ' 

Youra vory truly• 

J o L . ~Jornboatel. 
Aoni t~t ~ttorney- ..nneral . 


