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~ e Sections 10035 and 9760 discussed. Assessment of local
TAXATION: property other than distributable. Time of assessor.
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¥r. Jesse A. Mitchell, Comdssioner
State Tax Comuission
Jefrferson City, Missouri

Dear Sir:

Tids is to acknowledge your letter of May 33wrd, which 18
as follows:

“At our Assessors meeting yesterday a contro-
versy arose as to the assessment of loocal

with that sutlority relative to local nsaessed
property of Public Usilities the same as other
propexty?

Public Utilities make retura out of distributable
property to the Jtate Tax Commission the
reverse side of which they show the asount of
property they have returned to eael: for
looal assecssment. We desire to know Af local
tc::.mmnn mast rel the statement
ao by the Company or the Assessor
assess the same as in cases of private property?
The law vides that the local assessed pro-
pexty Pubiic Utilities ashall be entered on
the Railroadbbook, which 18 a prequisite to

the colleetion of the tax., Is 1t the of
the County Clerk or the Assessor to make

entry on rallroad tax book?

Thanking you for the courteay of an early reply.*
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Section 10068 R, &. Ng. 1930, provides in part the followings

#» = 2and all property,real and personal,
inoluding the franchises owncd by Selegraph,
telephone, elootric power and light companies,
eleotrie trunsniseion L ol pipe lines,

and express co:panios, be subjeet to
tazation for state, couaty, munileipal and
otheriocal purposes to the same extent as the
property of pwivate persons, And tazes levied
thereon shall be levied and oolleoted in the
manner o8 is now or way hereafter De provided
by law for the tazation of rallroad property

in this atate, and couaty courts, and the county
and state Wards of egualization are herddy
required to perforz the same duties and ore
“given the gume powers in asseesing, equalizing
and ting the t:xes on the roperty set
fortn tils seotioa as the enid courts and
boards of ization have or may heresftar

be empowered with in assessi equalisng

and adjusting the tazes oa rallroad ;)Nz)ﬂ"{' ° o8

Jeotion 10013 A, 4. Mo, 1929, provides that a statenment of
the distributable property of railroads ghall be furnished to the
gt te Auditor om or Defore the firet day of January of euch year,

Seotion 10035 R, 9. 0. 1930, zoads as followss

SAlLl property, real, personal or mixed, ineluding
lands, machine and workshope, Tare-
houses and other buildiags, goods, ehw o and
offioe furniture of whatever kiand, owned or con-
trolled by any redlroad company or corpor tion
in t:ie etute not hereinbefore speoifi shall
B asceased Dy tae proper “8vessers in

severali counties, oitles, incorporated towme

and villages wherein aueh property is loeated,
under the gener-l revenue lawe of the state and
the munieipal laws » ating the as essoents

of other local p»o in sueh counties, eities,
incorporated toums and villagoee, Tes -minly
Mtutmum;nom-ouunodahdl
be levied and collected ncecording to the pro-
visions of thios articlo.”*
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Seotion 9760 R. 5. Mo. 19389, reads as follosi

“Thenever there sbha.l be any taxable ro-
perty in any county, and from any cause no
11st thereof shall be given to the assessor
in proper time and manner, the assessor
ehall himself wake out the list, on his
own view, or on the best information he cam
obtain; and for that purpose he shall have
lawful right to enter into any lande and
make any examination and search wiich mny
be necessary, and may examine any person
upon oath touching the same,*

You desire to know if deetion 9760 contemplates the leocal
ae0essor t0 azsens property mentioned in Seetion 10035,

It will be seen that Jeetion 1001° pertains to the filing
of a statement by the raillroad companies to the tate Auditor
regarding thelr dil‘lrfbutm? property, amnl Seotioan 10086 pro-
vides that public utilities (so termed by you for bhrevity sake)
shall also comply with the provisions relative to distributable
property the came as railrods. Joetion 10035 provides that
other property (mot distributable) of these public utiiities
gshould be assessed by loecal asses2ors, and Jogtion 9780 provides
the manner in which the assessors may obtain information for the
asgsessnent of such property.

It is our opinion that deetion 97680 1s op-rative as to
the assesement of property (other them dilstributable) owned
public utilitics, wnd the assessor is clothed with authority
80 48sess Pro y mentioned in Seetion 10035 the cnme =28 he assesses
other looal property. '

It mu.t follow them that the local taxing authorities do
not have to rely upon the statement made by the the

company on
side of the statement which is au rod the State
:gﬁ‘mnum. provided for by mtton 1& » mX" m’R the
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acseasor wmay assecs property mentioned in Seetion 10035 as he
does in cases of privite propoerty.

It is our further ovinion that it is the duty of the
county elerk %o make ths entry of as-essed property on the
rallroad %ax book. dJeetions 10030 and 10031 . #. Mo. 1928
Jtate ex rel. Kersey, V. Jestern Uniom Tel. Co. 263 ©. W, 418,

You were in great haste for this ovinion and hardlwn
us time enough on same, s0 if we have not mede our posit

clear or oovered any part as fully 28 you wished, plenge let
ug know and we shall render 2 more comprehensive eninion.

Yours wery truly,

JANMED L. HORYZOSTL,
Asziatant Attorney General,

ACLOXNey Gen-role
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