STATE BOARD OF HEAATH: Without nthorlt{ to issue temporary
or conditional license to prastice

\/ L _ /

October 7, 1833

'rh‘o State Board of Health
Capitol Buildinmg
Jefferson City; Missouri

Attention: Dr. Heraman S. Gove.
My lDeax Dr, Gove:

1 acknowledge receipt of your letter of Oetober
g. 1833, requesting an cpinion cf this office vhich is ae
ol ows:

*Ye have your letter of Septemberx
20 and in reply we wish to reduce
our regquest writing as to an
opinion of your department as to the
State HBoard of Health of Missouri
issuing temporary or conditicmal
licenses to pragctice medicine in the
State of Missouri,®

In Seetion 8113 of Article 5, Chapter 33 R. S.
¥o. 19239, we find that all applicants for licenses are
required to appear before the Board for an examination
as to their qualifications to practice medicine in this
state. This section, among o things provides as follows:

"+ » *2]1l persons appearimg for
examination shall nake application in
writing to the secretary of the said
board thirty days before the meeting.
They shall furnish satisfactory evidence
of their preliminary qualificatioms,
to-vit, a certificate of graduation from
an accredited high school, or its
equivalent, They shall ailo furnish satis-
fagctory evidence of having attended

thro ut at least four ms of thirty-
twvo weeks of agtual instruetion in each
term and of having received a diploma
from some reputable medical college that
enforces requirements of four terms of
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thirty-two weeks of aectual instruction
in each term, imcluding tro years' ex-
perience in cperative and hospital work
at time of graduation.* * **

It 18 to be noted that the diploma referred to must be
from a medieal college requiring two years experience in operative
and hospital work, The Board would therefore not be permitted or
authorized by law $o issue a license to any applicant who does
not have this minimum requirement., In other words, the statute
has set out the minimum requirements which must be med defore the
Board of Health is suthorized to issue 2 license %o the applicant.
In the latter part of the seetion we find thiss

%« = aThe board of health shall issue to
such pereons as they shall fimd upon
examination to possess the requisite quali-
fications, a licemse to practice medicine
and surgery ia accordance with the provisions
of this article,* * *»

By virtue of this clause the Board of Health is authorized
to 1:sue a liocense Af the requirements of the section have beem
met. Of course, the applicant must be of the required moral chare
aotex and must make the minimum grades reguired by the statute.
After having met all of these tests he is entitled to receive a
license to pragtice medicine and surgery im this State. This
license is not e conditional licemse nor is it a temporary license,
nor is any other licemnse provided for im the chapter. The law
authorizes but one licemse and that is & full and uncondi tional
license to practice, evidencing the applicant's gualifications
as & physician and surgeon.

Ian Seetion 9118 of the Medical Practice Aet we find that
the law preseribes a penalty for those who pragtice medicime or
or attempt to treat the sick without a licemse, In this
-zgloa it is provided that all who do so

*without a license from the State Board
of Health as provided im this arsicle®

shall be subjeet to prosecution. uoordhﬁ:. Af the license
issued by the Board of Health ie not the license which is rroﬂdod
for in Wedical Prastice Act, it would subjeect the applicant

to prosecution for practicing medicine and surgery without a
proper license.
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It iz therefore the opiniom of this ofrice thas
the 3tate Board of Health is without gstatusory authority to
issue any other than the 1icense provided for in the statutes
and there deing no provision for n tesporary or conditiomsl
licemse the Board 1s without auinorisy to issue sueh,

Respectfully subni tted,

HARCY G, WALTNER, Jn.
Assistant Attornéy Gemeral,

APPROVEDS

Attorney Gen Fol,




