BOARD OF HrALTH: Qualifications of applicant for medical licemse. ;,
: - Al T

o o

September 1,1933 q/ o

The State Board of Health,
Jefferacn Clty, Misscuri.

Attention: br., Herm=n S. Gove.

Ky Dear I, Govel

I agknowliedge receipt of your inguiry of recent date,
requesting an opinion of thls office, Your lettecr reads as
follows:

*Nithin the next ycar we are going to

be cunfronted with candi ates from foreigm
Nedical Collogesn. It is estimated that

there are =zbout five or six thous-nd Americans
in Buropcan ledical Sehools,

New York has very rigid restrietionz on

al lowing foreignere to appecr before thelr
boaxd, Poraibly 1t would require leglalative
agtion,

I would like very much to have your o imnion
on this partiocular point,*

The statutory requirements recpeeting the qualifications
of an applicant for a mediecal licemse are found in the Medieal
Practice Aot, found in Chaptcr 53 of the R, 8, of Mo, 1929,
Jeetions 9115 and 9120 provide in part as follows?

*Se0., 9113, Lzacination--gubjects to be
passed=-grade-— ccognition of certificates

of oth r states.==" * * *Al]l persons ap-
pearing for examination shall make appli-
cation in writing to the secretary of the
said board sthirty days before the meeting.

They shall furnish sztisfocotory evidence of
the reliminary qualifications, to-wit,

a certificate of graduation from an accroul ted

htgh uhool ox us . u!.nlm.




The State Board of Health. -G feptember 1,1933

i gk
r T attain an average of seventy-
five per centum of all subjects examined

OI} provided that he must not fall below
fifty per centum on any ome subjeot, before
being granted a license;* * * * f)ou'd

of health shall issue to such persons &s

they shall find examination to possces
the requisite ifications, 2 license

to practice mediecine and surgery in accord-
ance with the provisions of this article* * **

"Sec. 9120, Authority of state board of
health to issue or revoke .icenses to prac-
tice medicine.--The board may refuse to
license individuals of bad moral charaeter,
or persons guilty of unprofessional or dis-
homorable conduet, and they may revoke
licenses, or other rights to practice, how-
ever d.rind, for 1ike causes,® * * **

A candidzate for a licemse to practice medicine and
in this State therefore must be fradunt.d from an acoredited
school or have equivalent educatiomal gualifications; must be a
graduate of a reputable medical college preseribing and enforoing
the =bove requirements} must pase an examination as above preseribed
with average grades as above set out; and must not be of bad moral
character or guilty of unprofessi or dishonorable conduct.

The foreg ing is the yard stick which licants are
to be measured. lNo diserimimation is made Decause o y Bex,
race, color or citizenship. No discerimination is made between
medical coclleges, whether local, out of the state or foreign. 1In
respect to the guestion of "reputable medical college®, we refer to
gection €114 R. 5§, ¥o. 199, portions of which read:

*The question as to whether any medieal
school is one entitled to recognition* * *
as a medical school of good standing* * * *
is heredby declared to be a question of fact
'nd any person aggrieved by reason of the
action of the board, shall have the right
to have such question reviewed®* * *in the
circuit court.” * * *»
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Accordingly, each coll iz to be judged by the Board as
the occasion arises, upon the particular facte of ¢ ch case. No set
rule i1s lald down, nor can one be applied.

“e are umalile to determine the nature of the legislation
concidered by the board, but the forgouing sets out the present reqg ire-~
ments of the laws of thin state. If you will submit to us the
legisiotion coneidered with a memorandum as to the evile to be correct-
ed o:lollminatad, we shall be glad to advise you further on the
question.

Respectfully submitted,

HARRY G. WALTNER, JR.,
Asslstant Attorney Gemcral,

APPROVEDS

Attorney Gemeral.
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