
STATE HI<.THV.AY REFUNDS . 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. V 
COt~T IES . Township i s not entitled to share in the proceeds 

on the r efund by the State Hi g hway Commis sion on 
account of bridges built by the proceeds of a 
County bond issue . 

Honorable Jil!nor o • .Wveaq 
Prosecu ting Attorn.,. 
Veraa1llea, Kiaaourt 

/ ) r ' 

Th!a DeJlU'taent aelmowlodpa receipt ot your 
letter dated Septe.ber sn. 19~, •• rou .... 

8 0D June 10 I wrote to your ottlce 
requeat!Dg an op1D1on on tbe above 
queat1on. June 15 you aalted. me tor 
a4d1 t10Dal lntor.ation. I eent th1a 
1ntora.t1on but I bave heard noth-
ing t~-0• ,-ou ao I am aaaUIIlng that 
that letter ~t have been loat. 

Bed Line Roada aa waed ln rq letter 
aeane tbat tbe Count7 tloate4 a boDd 
laauo and eech townahlp waa allotecl 
1 ta ~e ot the a011e7, baaed on 1 ttl 
valuation, tor t he purpose ot build• 
lng roads. The particular townahlp 
to wb1Ch I refer uaed ita allowance 
to build a b~14ge. ~a bridge ••• 
taken over b7 the State H!gbway aa a 
part or the Farm to Market a yate• 

Thla couaq baa nover been under the 
to11Dah1P orpn1zat1on law. 1111• totm­
.ntp feela that a~ce 1t 414 not bu114 
road a w1 th the mone,- it reoel Yecl troa 
the bcmd 1aaue but bull t a bridge 1ih1ch 
waa tebD lt la now entitled to a re­
tuad t o be uaed 1n building roada. 

It !a rq op1n1on that Sec. 8127 appl1ea 
onl7 where the townahlR expenda ttODeJ' 
am not I.D tbe caae ot the Couat7 



H0110r&b1e 1nor c. L1vea&J -2-

alloting thea money. In otber word•• 
the Count,' might dema.nd a refund bu' 
not the tcwnahip. liowever aomo ot 
the e1t1zena would like your op1n1on.a 

did not rcce1ve a reply to m, letter to you date4 
June 15~ 19~. the aame llllat have gone aatray in tbe -11a, henc-e 
our dela7 1n ana .. ring your letter. 

Secti on 64& of Article IV of the Conat1tut1on ot th• 
State ot M1aaourl 1n part prov1deas 

1n part& 

ttThe proceeds of tho sale of the sevent,­
t1ve million dollars ( '15.ooo.ooo.oo) ot 
ad41 tiona~ bonda bere1n author !zed ahall 
be eXJ)eDded * ~· <Q- o for the t ollowlq 
purpoaeaa * o -;:. ..,. to "1mbur8e the Yar1oua 
eount1ea and po11t1oal or civil aub­
dlv1e1ontt (!nclwU.ng r oad d1atr1cta) or 
t he atate tor mono7 expended bJ t~ 111 
the ccmetruct1on or acqu1a1 tton or r~s 
and br1~a now or bero.rter taken ower 
by the atate •• pel'Jiallent parte ot t~ 
State Hi &J Syatea. * ~ * * ~ *" 
Section 6~27 Rev1aed Statute• Uiaaourt· 1929• provide• 

•countlea or other clv11 aubdivislona 
ahall b4t fi1mburae4 tor work <loa• 1D. 
conatl'Uctlig such P.,..t or a road or 
rotld• 1nclur:l1Dg brtdge• .... v o ~h1ch 
•7 become a part ot the State Bipa7 
s,.atem.w * ~ o A.rly portion or all ~ 
auoh l"81Jaburae.me.u ahal1 be -.de either 
in the torm or 1t1oual roada or 1n 
caah~ at the eloot1on of the aulbort tlea 
o~ tbo county or civil aubd1v1•1on to 
whloh res~aement .. ,. be 4wa. * * * * 
Ir the aut orlt!ea or the count,- or 
e1vll aubd1vla1ao eleet to bave all o~ 
an,- part or aueh re1aburacteD' •de la 
caah. all or my po.rt1ce of such rea 
blburaement made 1n eaah-.;, be uaell tor 
the purcbaee of r1~ta•of-way tor atate 
highwaya w1 th1J1 such COUDri ott eJ,v11 
aubdlvlalc:lll.i$- * -G o Alii! t countiea 
or clvll 8Ub41v1atona ~ere1n sa1d zoade 
are eoDatruote4 or to be canatrneted., 
eball have all the benetl t a o f' this 
aecti OD. * ~ ~ w o" 
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Section 8132 defines the term "e1vil subd1v1s1on" aa 
used 1n the State rli way Act. aa tollont 

"Uhenever in the pr eceding aeet1on the warda 
•wlvll aubdv1a1cm 1 are uaed they aball be 
deemed and taken to moan a county. townah1p. 
road d1etr1et. or other political aubd1v1a10D 
of the state or quaal public corporation bavtng 
legal jurladlctlon or the conatruct1on an4 
maintenance ot public roada. • 

ebeter dertnea the word "re1mouraea aa · meaning• 

"To make restoration or pa,.ent ot an 
equivalent toJ to pay baok tOJ to re-pa7.• 

It 1a clear that Section 812'7 a bove referred to . coa­
teapla tee the raiainc ot •one,- not only by a ooua.ty aa a count)- bu' 
b7 other elv1l aubcl1v1a1ona of tbe atato •1 thin the boundary ot a g1..a 
oount7. e know aa a matter or common la:lowledge that towneh.l.pa• 1a 
oount1ea under to~ablp organirat!on law 1n this state as ell aa 
apeclal road d1etr1eta. have re!aod and expended t unde tor the p~e 
of constructing anc1 ma1nta1n1ng roads that wero then, or thereafter-
were , parta ot the atate h1 •Y ayatea. Howeve-r the proceed• of tM 
bond 1aaue _,. nave been al.lotted.. the tact reca1na t bat the JDOD87 
received .traa the bollde ,.. received rl"'Oa count,- t onda and troa the 
couat7 aa a c1v11 eubd1vta1on of the atate. The vote an tho b oad 1•n• 
na taken 1D t he coUDt7 ae a whol e am the reaul t of the vo t e on t lw 
boD4 1aaue determined thereby. lone of the town eh1pe w1 thlll tbe couafi7, 
atr1ctl7 speaking , e~onded 1 te own f unds 1n d1aburalng the money tbat 
c ... t o lt f roa the couat7 boDd 1aeue and therefore 1e not ent 1 tled te 
be reillburaed tor ao•th!Ds it did not pa,. out . 

It 1a the opinion or thia Depar~t ~t ~ refund aa 
account ot mone7a a pent • the proceecla ot the countJ boDd 1esue _ woul4 
properly ; o to t he county aa a c1v11 eubdiv1a1on ot t he atate . 

.APfftOYEDa 

a6Y acxrr!Rfct 
Attone)' General.. 

GL&LC 

Ver"f truly yours .. 

O:a.aER~ LAMB 
Aaa1atant Attorney GeDel'al. • 


