SCHOOLS = Compelling members of school boards to publish annual reperts.
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November 3, 1333, .+- FILE_D ‘

Er. George V. Iriegesman,

President, 5%, Louls Couniy Press .ss'n., _
104 ¥w. Lockwood Avenuse, /
Webster Groves, Missouri,

Pear Sir:

A request for iaformstion umnder date of September 30, 1973
bhas been reseived froaw you as frllows:

"ihat steps must be taken o compel the members of the
several Bowrds of Zducation of St. Louls County to cauply
with Jec, 11266 of the Revized School Laws of 1929 in
pablishinz thelr annuel statements in detail”

You w.ll note tiat on Page Z’jﬁ of seu® the iliorney=Caneral
rales that the speeifiec amoumt puid to each teasher must
be published,

As the sehcol tax is always the largest tax paid, we have
a rigat $o have the law lived upy %o sc thet the saxpayer
will kaow whet the money is being used for, MNo ome 1g Sbe
jeeting to the payment of the school tax, but everyone is
entitled tc the full and correct inforuation es to iLs use,

You will greatl) cblige the editors of the nins papers
published in 2t, Louis County by furnishing the {nformstion

ealled for.”

Revised Statutes of Vissouri of 1929, seetiom 9360, provides in pars
as follows:

"% 4 & ¥ %that it shall be the duty of each of sajd boards,
and of the boards of direstors in other school distriets in
this state having graded sehools, 10 make emd publish,
anmaally, on or before the 15th day of July in esek year, in
some newspaper published in sueh sehocl distriet, snd if there
be mo newspaper published therein, theam by written otatensnts
posted in rive public pleces in such distriet, a detailed
statement of all regeipts of school moneys, when and from
what muree derived, snd of ell experditures, and cp vhet
egcount; ealso, the present indebtedaess of the iistriect and
ita nature, and the rete of texetion for sll schocl purposes
for the year; which said statement, so regquired 10 be made
and published, shall be duly attested by the president and
segretary of the board, and the seeretary sntall ferwerd a copy
of said report to the state superintendent of pudlic schoeols
at Jefferson City. And any board of edusation or board of
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diregtor: who shall fail, refuse or negleet to o
statement to Do made, and any officer of said
shall fail, refuse or neglset to prepare such
ard publish and forwerd the same, as required
provisicns of thi: seotion, whet ordered by suc
be guilsty of s misdemeancr and punished by e fi
sosd one hundred dellers,”
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Cme possible way of compelling ccmplisnce wish the sbove seotion
would be to report any viclation of it % the Prosecuting ittorney of the
county begause by the sbove seetion violaticns thereof are mede misdemeancrs.
This method would be sudjeat 10 the cbjestion thet it would not necessarily
seoure the result desired for oriminal proceedings would merely punish the
offenders and would not of themselves compel complience with the statute,

The best method for compelliag obediense to the adove statute
would be by an setion of mandsmus against the mesbers of boards vicleting
such statute and such suit could de instituted by a private citizen and
taxpayer.

“There ia ne ground for eavil congerning the right of the
relator to this writ, e is e citizen exd s qualiried voter
of Jefferscn City. is such he is interested in the enforee~
ment of the law snd a8 & occhsequence in the welfare of the
sousunity, Possessing this rizht end intereat he 1s entitled,
if efficials, from whatever oause, are not performing their
duties, 0 esk the court to require them to 40 s¢, %e thare~
fore hold that, in & cese of thie chareeter, mandasuus is v o
sppropricte remedy, and that the relatur is a proper party as
petitioner therefor.” (itate ex rel Yaust v. Thomas, 713 Ne,
160, 165, 28, w, %4 (1926)., icsord, itate ox ral vear v,
Freacis, 99 ¥o. 44, © 5. w. 1 (1080); otate ex rel Xelleher
v. Board of President and Directors of 5t. louls “ublic Sehools,
134 vo. 296, 39 =. v, @17 (1696).

Yery truly yours,

EUWARD He, MILLER

APFROVED: ASSISTIRT ATTORXLY GEYERAL,

RPFOR MEY DX EMAL,




