
DEPARTt.lENT OF P~"'NAL INSTI'l'UTIONS : 
!llO'rOR VEHICLES : 

honorable George c. JohnaCD 
Superintendent ot IDduatr1ee 
Jettcraon City • JO.aaour1 

Dear Mr. Johnaona 

Department of Penal 
Insti tu tiona has r1 ght 
to manufacture license 
plates and road signs 
under Senate Bill 204 . [/ , < 

FILED 

Th1e Department acknowledges receipt 
or your lette:r dated 7 '• 19~3. 1n which you state 
1D part aa tollowaa 

"It ia vitally important that we know 
wllethor t here 1a any doubt of the 
conatitutlanality or Senate Bill Bo. 
204 • which authorizes the manuf'actur e 
o£ liconae pl ates by the Penitentiary. 
It ia neceaaar;y that we purchase an4 
install additional u:ach1Der,- for this 
purpose • calling t or a conatderable 
outlay at money. ~e dislike to 
proceed 1n the matter on an 
\D\Certa1Dty ~ * ' . w. * 'k *" 
•• aaaume your inqu1cy w1 th retorence to 

Senate Bill number 204 was prompted by the ruling ot the 
5upreu:te Court in State ex rel Department or Penal 
Xnat1tutions . et al • v. cooker. et al • 47 s . • (2nd) 
781 . 

In the above caae the Supreme Court held 
that part of the tor Vehicle Act fOUDd in tra Seaalan 
Acta . 1921• page 76, author1z1Jl8 tbe ~tor Vehicle 
Co"!L"l'l1as1onor to contr-ot with the prison ~rd f or the 
manufacture ot plates C1d badge• to be unconat1tutional• 
but on the ground that the part of the Act juat referred 
to waa not germane to the main purpoae ot the Motor 
Vehicle Act . but 1n the opinion 1n tbat caae tho court 
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clearly recognizee that Lr a l egal atatutory enactment waa 
paaaed bJ the Leg11lature, then the penal board would bave 
the r1r)lt to manutacture t he platea and badgea re.rerre<l to 
1n the 1921 Seaa1on Aota , aupra. -At page '182 of tbe 
op1n1on the court aa1d a 

"Relators muat point to tbe at&tute 
author1z1n5 ·tbe pr1aon board to 
manufacture lleenae plates am 
cb&utteura' badges tor tbo atate. 
In other word a, the board muat be 
authorized to ent er into the , 
contract 1n question" . 

nouae Bill Number 204 1a a separate 
independent act. ihe purpoae o~ the bill 1a to authorize 
the manufacture 1n the eta to pent tent1&rJ signa uaed by the 
State B1ga.ay Department and licenae platea required tor 
motor vehicle•,. all or which ia elearl7 expreaaed 1n the 
title to tbo bill and we aro or the op1nlon 1t and when 
algned by the Governor and 11' and when the aame goea into 
et'tect 1n due courae, no emergency clause being attached• 
the DepartDent of Penal 1Dat1tut i ona will bavo a l~ 
right to do the ttllDga tba are empowered by Sona te 
H111 number 204 to do. 

Very truly your•• 

GILB · LA. 
Aaa1atant Attorney General • 

APPHOVEDa 

Attornoy General . 

GL&LC 


