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August 16, 1933. 

Kr. ir~ing E . Jenkins 
823 South Calhoun Str&et 
ltexioo, Uissouri 

Dear Sir: 

Repl ying to your letter of August 11 which 
r eads i n part as fol lows: 

•I am writing f or information 
regarding the hours we are al­
lowed to keep our barber shops 
open. •, 

it 1s the opinion of this department tbat, other than the 
general provisions of Section 13, 205 R. s. Ko . 1939 mak­
ing the period of eight hours a l egal day ' s work, there 
is nothing in the statutes of Uissouri restricting the 
hours of work for barbers. Of course, if the barbers• o~ -~ou. .. r, 
community form a vol untary organization and f ix the hours 
of work, it is then a question of whether or not membezs 
of such organi zation live up t o same. 

This departaent gathers from your l etter of 
August 11 that the barbers of llexico have f oraed an or­
ganization under t he Bational Industrial Recovery Act. If 
you have j oined the same, of course, you are sub ject to 
t he pr ovisions of aaid act unless you secure an exemption 
therefrom under section 3, titl e I. of said National In­
dustrial Recovery Act. 

It is t he under standing of this depart~ent that 
the Federal i ndustrial recovery aot prohibits the adoption 
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of codes by organizati ons suoh as a barbers ' organi zation 
~bat will promote monopolies or monopolistic praotioes 
or eliminat e or oppress acall enterpriees or will dis­
or~inate against them. Section 3 of said i ndustrial 
recovery act pr ovides as follows : 

•upon t he application to the President 
by one or more trade or i ndustrial 
associations or groups, t he President 
may approTe a code or codes of fair 
oo~petttion for the trade or industry 
or subdivision thereof• represent ed by 
the ~~plicant or applicants : i f the 
President finds (1) that such as~oota­
tions or groups impose no inequitable 
?e strictions on admissi on to member~hip 
t her etn and are truly representat1Te of 
such trades or industries or subdiTisions 
thereof, and ( 2 ) t hat such code or codes 
are not designed to promote monopolies 
or to eliminate or oppress small enter­
prises and will not operate to discrimi­
nate a~nst them, and will tend to ef­
fectuate the pol ioy of this title: Pro­
vided That such code or codes shal~t 
perclt monopolies or monopcl1st1c prac­
tices; • • • • . !he Prestdent ·m&Y; as 
a c.ondt tion of his approval of any such 
code, impose • • • • such exceptions 
to and exemptions from the proTisions 
of such code, as the President in his 
discretion deeaa necessary to effectuate 
the policy herein decl ared . • 

Your l etter states that it 1s your op inion, the 
operation of the Hat1onal Industrial Recovery Act, through 
t he barbers' organization in Ke~1co , is working a hardship 
on you because of the different aond1t1ons surrounding your 
business and that of the barbers in the busi ness section 
of your city. This diff erence of conditions would be a 
basts for you to appl y f or an e~eL1pt1on as to hours under 
t he industrial recovery ~O~P. the industrial recovery 
act is to be put i nto opera~icn and carried out in this 
and other states through local boards and agencies as this 
depart ment understands it. 
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fill s dcpartnertt ats tJW.t you get 1n 
to~ch lth tho St~te orgunieat1on appoint ~Y the 
at10bal. Ad.."11n1etrat1.on t . ilh1DGton to c.doliU.atOl" 

the 1l tlonal !nd~lc.l HecoYel:y in 1• at·'e nnd 
p~e cnt to them ' 41fference tn ho ocnd1t1ona ~ 
rou."'ldtns Jour buslnoae l!.lld that of :rour fello crafte-
men en 1n t ollo•i their avoo t1on i n the bwrt.-
neee par' ot lexlco and c be baa1s tor the 
r eet for erd tJ ex 1 you tJ'on b.otaa of 
labor oepted by the bnr~rs orsenizatlon r e 
tnduotr1&1 r yczy eot for enoc., ll1saou:r1. 

n Atw o. cno. 
AsaiG'ia.nt A~torney General . 

APPRuVED: 


