HMARRIAGE: Authority of a alien to perform.
(" K
November 3, 1933.

i

!
Mr. Geﬁl‘lo W. Hartman ‘F’ 4 (/
Earriage License Clerk - 7/7
129 City Hall k.
5%. Louis, Missouri

Dear Sir:

Your request for an opinion dated October 16th, was in
the following form:

"Osn & person who is an ordained minister,
but not a citizen of the United States, M
is a resident of the State of Missouri, and
a2 pastor of the EShical Fociety in St. Louil
perform marringes in the State of Missouri."

“ection 2976 R. 0. No. 1939 provides as follows:

*Marriages may be solemnized by any {udco of
a court of record or “{n Justice of lu pom,
or licensed or ordained preacher of

gospel, who is a citizen of the United St&tu
or who h a resident of and a pastor of any
church in this state.®

Section 2977 R. 8. No. 1928 provides as follows:

“Previous to any marriage in this state,
license for that g;arpon -nn be ebtm
from the officer herein authoriszed to iccue
the sama, and no marriage hereafter contract-
ed shall be recognized as valid unless such
licanse has been previously obtalined, and un-
less such marriage is solemnized by & person
authorized by law to solemmize marriages,
Comnon-law marriages hereafter contracted
shall be null and void. Provided, however,
that no marriage shall be deemed or ldiudgod
invalid, nor the validity ther

in any way affected on account of any want of
authority in any person so solemnigzing the sane
under the next preceding section, 1f consum-
moted with the full belief on the part of the
persons, so married, or either of th-' that
they were lawfully Jolned in marriage.



Nre George ¥. Hartman - November 3, 1833

Hection 4264 R. 5. Mo. 18929 provides as follows:

“Every person who shall solemnize any mar-
riage, having knowledge of any faet which
renders such marriage unlawful or oriminal
in elther of the parties under any law of
this state, or, having knowledge or reason-
able cause to believe that elther of the
parties shall be under the age of legal con-
sent, or is insane, mentally imbeoile, feeblew
minded or epileptie, or where to his know-
ledge, any other legal impediment exists to
such marriage, and every person not author-
ized by law to solemnize marriages who shall
faluly represent that he is so authorised,
and who, by any pretended marriage ceremony

vhich he may perform, shall deceive any in-
nocent person or perzone into the belief that
they have been legally married, shall, on con-
viction be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor
and be punished by imprisonment in the "y
ian not exceeding one year, or by a fine not
ess than five hundred dollars, or both such
fine and imprisonment."

The qualification of citizenship is a conditional legal
llnitaum upon all clergy in Hissouri who hold themselves out as
gualified to solemmize a marriage contract.

It ie the opinion of this office that an ordained mine-
ister of any creed, not a c¢itizen of the United States, is noln
legally qualified to solemnize a marriage contract in ius ftnte.
It 48 our further opinion that one who falsely represents authore
ity to solemnize the marriage contract, being legally discualified,
and pretends & marriage ceremony, he ean be prosecuted for a'mise
demeanor as above set out.

fespectfully subnitted

WILLIAM OHR SAWYENS
Aspistant Attorney General.

APFPROVED:

R0Y MeKITTRICK.
Attorney General.
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