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Au~borl \y of a allea ~o perfoa. 

•~ . George w. H3.rt 
Karria ;e License Clerk 
129 01ty B 11 
R't. Louie, l'1aaourl 
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Tour r equest for an opinion dated Ootobor 18th, was in 
the follow! fora: 

•o a peraon who 1G an ordained minister, 
but not a oltlsen of ' he United State , but 
1e a roeldent of .h St te of Uia ouri, d 

stor of th thlcal Boolety ln St . Louie• 
perfora .arrinsea la the ttate of lsaQurt.• 

9ectlon 3978 R. n. No. 1929 pro.tdee na follows: 

•brrt ea u.y be aolealeed by qy 2udge of 
a court of record or any Juat1oe of th peace, 
or any 11oensed or ordained pre cher of the 
goa ~1 , who in a c1t1zon of the United St tea 
or wbo le a realdent of aDd n p ator of &nJ 
church ln this state .• 

Section 39ff R. 6 . Mo . 1939 provi des as tollo a: 

•Prenoua to aay arnaae 1A tMe etate, a 
lioen for tlle.t pu~oae a 11 be obtalne« 
fr m the offtcer herein uthorlaed to 1ecu. 
the o, and no r1nge beroafter ooatraot-
ed shall be r eoocn1Eed aa valid unlees aaCh 
11cen9e been previousl y obt 1ned, aDd un-
less uch rr1 e 1a solemnized by a peraoa 
uthor1aed 1 lnw to aolemniso rrl ea. 
Oommon-la~ mar~1agea here ftor contracted 
ahall be aull e.Dc! •old. Pro'fided, howner, 
t bAt no •rr1age shall be deeaed or dJudgect 
lnv ld, nor 11 tbe vall d1t7 th reo! bo 
1D any way a ffected on aocoun~ of y t of 
author1t7 ln aay person ao aolemn1s1ng tho a e 
unde~ the n xt pr~ced1ng aeotlon, 1f oonaum-

ted ith the full belief on the part of the 
persons , eo r 1 d1 or either of tbsm1 that 
they were lawfully joined 1D carrlace. 
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• very neraon who a 11 aolecnlze any mar­
r1ane, hnnng knovledge ot nny taot whlch 
renders uoh mage unl wtul or orlmnal 
in eltber of the part1on under any law of 
tb19 atate, or, havl knowledge ol" r ason­
able oeu e to believe that eliher ot the 
partl es ah 11 b~ under the e of l egal con­
sent, or ta 1nanne, entallJ 1mb o11e. feeble­
minded oR epileptic, or where to hie know­
l odlJe , any other leaal impediment ex1ots to 
truch marriage, and evory person not author­
ized by law to solemnize aarrlogea who aball 
f lael7 r oprosent that he ls so authorised, 
nn<l who • by y pzetended .arr1nge ceremony 
whiob he m31 perform, a hall Cleoe1 ve an7 in­
nocent peraon or peraons tnto the belief tbat 
they have been lecally marri ed, sh 11 , ·on co~ 
vlotlon be ad3udged guilty of a mlsdcmennor. 
and be punished by 1 rlsonment ln the county 
jail not exceeding one year , or b7 a fine not 
leoa than f lve hundred dollnrs , or both such 
t'ln d 1mpr1aonment . • 

The nliflo tion of oltlzen&h1p ls a condltlonal 1 
11 it t 1on upQn all ole~ ln l asourl wbo hold th selv~s out aa 
qunllfled to oolemntzo a .azrl age contract . 

It to tho oplnl n of this otttoe that an ordained min­
l ater of Qf c~eed, not a o1t1~en of the t~ltftd States, is no 
l esnl ly qu~1f1P-d to eolemn1ze a rrl e oontraot ln tbls S._te. 
It le our further oo1nlon that one who t l sely r epr esents autbor-
1ty t o solemnize the marri age contrno't, bo1ns l egally dlaquallflecs , 
ant! p-ret da a marri age ceremony, b. c be prosecuted· tor a· mle­
de eanor aa abovo net out . 

APPHOV D: 

HOY lloilTTrtlCI. 
Attorney General . 

OS:H 

Respectfully ou~tted 

ILLI U ~n PA ~ 0 
Aooiotant Attorney G~neral . 


