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JIPr;~ISK· - Rigb$ of Oolleo~or t o employ bro~her-in-law•a wife ~/~ 
1 as 3. deputy. 

Jan. 18, 1933. 

Kr . Elbert L. ord, 
Pr osecuting Attorney, 
Kennett, 1ooour1. 

Dear z. Ford: 

e actnowle e receipt of your letter dated January 
16 , 1933 ln hich you atate : 

•The ne ly elooted Tre surer and ex-officio 
Collector ( e have t ownship organlz t1 uD) 
want s t o set an opinion from you r ela tive t o 
Article 14, Section 13 , Constitution of iss 1Z'1, 
in regards t o e loy ent of relatives . 

He 1s desirous of loy1ng h ie brotter- 1n- le7' a 
1fo an a depu~ i n his office as Collector. 

The salary abe reoe1?es will e pai d by htn 
peroonally nd individually the S~te or 
Oounty does not p 1 h i s or allow hi m any money 
f or help . • 

l 

e as e fro your letter that the person desired to 
be . loyed aa a deput7 1n t he office of the Collector 1a the wife 
of a brother of t he Collector' s wife. 

Section 13 of Article 14 of t he Constitution of the 
St at e of Ui asourt provides as follows : 

1 Nepotla~ , by any o~f1oer or 
forfeits oftioe . 

lore, forbidden -

Any pUblic off icer or emplore of this State or of 
any political 8Ubd1?1sion the~eot ho a 11, by 
virtue of said office ~r e ployment , have the 
right t o name or appoint any person t o render se~­
v1ce t o t he St a te or t o auy political subd1v1e1on 
t her eof, and who shall name or appoint t o such 
aer.1ce any relative within the f ourth degree, 
e1 ther by oonsangutnt "Y or &ffin1 ty, shall thaeby 
f orfeit h1s or her office or employ en• . (Adopted 

eb. 26 , 1934. )• 
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( J.tr . Elbert L. lord) 

You will note that the p.roh1b1t1on le aga1na._ the 
naming or appointing of any relat1Ye within the f ourth degree, 
either by affinit7 or ~naanguiniv, an4 the matter of who pays 
t he salar7 or whether any salazy ie pa14, ia of no ooneequenoe. 

Relat1oneh1p by affinity does not extend t o tlle 
relatives of the other spouse bJ aff1n1ty onlJ. In other words, 
relationahip by affinity is confined t o ~ blood relatives of 
the other ~ouae. 

State ex rel v • . Hall & Bll1a, 326 o. 154-182 
28 s . . 24. 383 

Aooord1ngly, the oonst1tut1anal proY1eion referred to 
does not ~roh1b1t the appo~ntcent 1nqu1re4 about in your letter. 

You:rs Yflrt t%\ll.J, 

GI L.Bi:RT LA 
APPROVED: 

t 

Assistant At.t orney General 

Attorney Generil 


