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~l!..t<:S CONVENTI ON BI LL- Di s cussi on of provisions f or 
mass meetings 

Boar4 of "'ion C~aa1oaera 
ot the 01t7 of st. tout•. 
Mr. Jeaaea A. wa .. h'hr, Cbau.n. 
St. Lou1a, Kteaourt. 

FILED 

c2ci)' ._ ____ .. ~) 

We are tn re .. tpt or your letter ot ay 21. 1~, in whiob 

7ou enoloae4 a letter tram. the Jd.e80QJ1. Branob , wa.m•a Organ1znt 1on 

ror National Probiblt1oo Retor.a, 1D ~1oh tbe7 aake4 eeYersl quest1ona 

and tn order that there be no w.rtaoe betnen the rultnsa o~ ,.our 

Clepe.rtmont u4 th1a 4e~t. 70'& &ak that we aubJa!t you an opinion 

aa to t he queatlorut aatecl ~ aal4 ozap.Dlzatlon. 

The .. tloaa aubalttecl to 70\1 OD the Mk'a Convention BtU 

are ae tollowaa 

• .o.N.P..ll. ua7 10, 1933. 

oatlona on the .. ka CoDventloa Bill 
on -.bteb we ahool4 like otrtotal rul1qa. 

• + • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • ~ • • * • • • 
Under Seotla;.l• the COlmt7 Court 1a -powere 

to appolllt two ]u a and two olerka WhO ra..-or an4 
two Ju4gea and two o~erka who oppose the pen41DC 
«MDdmea"t. 

AltbOQ.Sb tt ta not apeetr1o.U.7 atate4. 1 t u.n-
4oubte4l.J moau the EleotloD C01DDl1as10Dera in St.Loula -
4ooa tt no"'t 

Our q,ueatton on th1a aeotioa la, " oul• 1 t not 
be log1oal tor the aen • a OrgantzatloD tor at tonal 
Prob1b1 t10D. Reform and the Cruaaclera tawr1Dg •he 
propoaed amen4ae8t an4 t he w.c.T.U. an4 Ant1-selooa 
Leacue oppo~ the propoaed ... na.at, to make 
rooaemeo4at1oa. ror 'h••• appo1Dtaemta?" 



ID thta eou .. t1 GD WOQJ.ct 1 t be poealble 
ror our organisation to ba•• a l1at or the 
Ju4pe anct olertta. appo1ate4 ~or replar 
eleottou. 110 that .. Jlle;ht aaeertato whlall 
ot th• r awr aa4 whleh are oppoa.. to tM 
pi"'poae4 • ..,.,..,, 

The Mrll ••eb pnolMt or wttaa 41atnot• -
4oea tbat .. tuall7 .-12 pne1aet - or wou.Lt tt 
aean to"Waeblpa ln eoUDtlea aa4 WU'c\a ill Slalllt 
Lolli•~ .W who wou14 .... 14• Wbleb lt ••au? 

tfhAm qual1tle4 el .. tora ... , 111 •14 -. 
eonen,loaal Who 11111 orseta• ant eoa4uot the 
Metlq? W 11 the COU'7 cou.rta nc1 lMtloa 
C~1adonera appo1at oae ohal~ tor the group 
ta~ortnc and. ~· croup oppoas.q. or will ttMt 
poupa 41Yl"• ant orpn1z• tb-elfte? 

Thia aeeaa a ••r, ntal po1Dt to u on whleh 
there aboul4 be el•~ aa4 a.tatuable rultus- to 
·~tct ooatuetoa. 

. Who w1U be ebarp4 with tu NapoaetbtlltJ' 
ot •ld.ll8 ntu-Da o't the proe .... lJ18a topther wt. th 
u.a ot 4eleptea \o th• Count7 Courta o~ le._ 
t1GR Ca.mtas loa.ra? 

Go"NI'DOI' fizee 4ate or apeelal eleotloa. 
OowBtor ttJ.':ea date an4 htNr tor L:aas Con­

Yeat1ona tbro"''bout t he state 1n 49pnotut or oUler 
90'1DS 41atr1ot•. . 

"'lor co.aa~ 00nftDt1oaa to be belct tD COUnt)' 
Seat. 

For senato.rtal Dtatrlot COil'f'nttoa. 
Por Stau OOnYenttou to be lwl4 tn the State 

Cepltol. 
The pleeu or aeettna- exoep~ tor Coet7 Con­

••nt1oa 1ft eo.nty aeata - aD4 State Convention in 
capt tol. ahal.l be tlxo4 by Co•tr court o~ neottoa. 
Oo.daalODere. Ia t b la oorr .. tt 

W'hep t hen u. parte or warAa tn aeYeftl 
Senatorial D1atrlcta, woul4 'here •e a delegate 
eleote4 to .. ob ot the ... eral Senatorial d1atr1eta 
repre .. nttMI b7 tbat wartt 

fttGl•c ar o:r a.ra 8 are ln the 29th an4 30th sena-
torial Dta•r~t•• 

Parta or -.rd. 1• are 1n tbe 28th so• aDI Slat 
seu~1a1 D18trtota. Woul4 they ele&t a delegate 
tor eaob o~ tho senatorial D1atr1ot repreaentati._a 
1n the ar4? 

8eot101l t· In •oun~e• an4 olttea ot leaa than 350.0001 
i n mesa oou~ntloaa in "preolaot or other ~tlne 41~ 
t r 1ctu weta and dr.ya eleot two delesatea ... h to 
CoUnty ConYent 1oaa. In Co.nt7 CoDYent 1ona the weta 
and dr7a oleot tour .. oh to Senatorial Dtatrlat caa­
ftDt1ou. In suaurtal Dlatrtota, weta aD4 clrJ8 
~--·~ ~ ---L --~ ---··~ ----- ~ - ~- - -- ~--- - ~ -~ ~ 



(Boer4 ot Bl .. tlon ecaat aatOHM) 

ln olttea ot 550.000 or •M• wete u4 4.J7e 
•1"' cme 4el•aa'• eaoh trc:a *preolaat or oth81' 
YOttos 41a~rtat• to· Senatortel D1atr1o't Ooa•-­
l1on. 

In &ma'lor1al D1atl1.ot Con'Yellt 10JUt, wet a aD4 
41-Ja noal~~ate two eao and ou,ttr naaea to sea.­
~ ot s tat•• Ia thia .oorreet7• 

Due to the rmtMroua qu•st1oae asked e.bow. ft 4o aot 11l 

'hl• op1nlon gift the reeaou tn «•tetl tor our uunren. but the opll:dOil 

ot thls 4eptU"tment relatl'Ye to eal4 queattona 1• u tollowat 

Ull4er S.otloil 8 ·of Houn Blll No • 514 1 t 1a the op1ta10D ot 

thla 4epllnaent that wheN tbe Bill prort4ea that •tbe Coat7 Court 

la •powe"Z'd to appoint two Jutsea end two o1era • eto. •, euob pl'O'fte­

toa ·ta applicable to tho Bo.&M ot Bl.eot1oa Co.t.laa1onera ln the 01 tJP 

ot s,. Louta. 

It ls t he opln1on or thia departme~ that the tea ••eh 

pn41aot or -.otins 41atr1ot" •~ ua.ed i ·n aa14 Houee Bill has the -

aean.lng aa eat4 tem 1a uaed 111 tho election atatutea or the state of 

Mlaa~t. a114 part1oularl1' Sec. 10189 R. S. lSJit. fUl4 aooor4tn817 1 t 

...ana ttpreotno\a" u& 4oea uot Bter to towa:ahlP' ill eOlUltlea or~ 

S.n st. lANl .. 

The B1ll pro'Yi4ea tbat ta ctouat1ee under 1&0.,000 1Dbab1tet• 

the ~lt1e4 eleetora atten4tns ea4h p~tnct ~ .ot1ns 41a~r1ot 

eonftnt1oa al'..all 41 Yl.4e into two sroupa, one ta"rt.Dg an4 oae oppoalDC 

'the propo..a aaenclment • and eaoh group aball eleet two 4eleptea to 

ael<l oount)' convent!~; an4 further 1n sat4 Bill pertatllins to oounu .. 

and ottt•• lla'Ylq 350,000 1nheb1tant-a or lilore, it la pro•14e4 that tbl 

quaUt!41111 eleo~or• atteu41D8 •oh preotnet o• Yo't11l8 41etrtot oonTeA­

ttoa aball 41n4e into t o gl'OUpa. o" taYOrtfta an4 one oppoetaa tu 
propoae« aeDdment, and each group almll eleo\ on. 4•legate to aatl 



(Boer4 of 11eot10D Ca..iastoaera) 

,ou allk "lf •ben qualltl eleotora meet in aa14 as oonftllt10D8, 

who will organize and ooaduot the ... t1~?" In replJ' to aa.l4 qu .... 

tlon, 1 t ta tbe op1111oa ot thla 4eparta•t that ln new ot the taet 

tbat Howae Bill No. Sl• ratl_e to aake any expHas proT1a1on relattw 

to the Mthr rererred to. the eleotora meetlq 1n aa14 oonYentioD•• 

at tba plaoe 4eatsnate4 b7 either the count7 oourt or the Eleot10D 

COJ'JICl1aa10Del'a (u the _.e •7 be) aad at the tl• 4eeie;nate4 b7 the 

Ooftnor 1D h1• PrOOlaat1oa. th!ll O!."fNl11e )h,..lna under rul• 

tcm• 12. parll••ka prgt!f\!1'1• that 1a to eays the entire oon't'tae 

tlaa wlll nrat orpalze 1 tMU an4 thereaf'ter the groupe w1 thin the 

!OJYRnU•, aa reterre4 ~ in aa14 Bill. wtll 41rt4e an4 aptn orpaise 

th• .. lwa. After ... h group h&a i!a1pate4 the number ot 4alept .. 

to whioh lt ta ent1tle4 to_. tlw oOnventlon will then ega1n aeaemble 

•• a whole ud the Cbalnaa or oaoh grooup will report to the con.-ntloa 

a• a Whole tu ~• ot tbe reapeetln &alogatea aeleoted b7 eaoh 

sroGP •• proT1te4 tor 1D ea14 Btl~. 

You nest aaks "Wbo will be obarced with the reapona1b111t7 or 

•rd.as returaa of' prooeedtzasa. topther with namea of the 4eleptea 

to the oount7 ecn&.na or Bleot1 oa Coaa1aa1oaera?" And 1 t ia the op1nlOD 

ot tbta clepartm.ent that 'he a~tute 4oee not p~Tlte ror making returna 

to elther the oount7 oourta or election oommieDlonera or the nam• of 

the 4eleptea aeleote4 1n the preo11Urt convention. but that aa14 n-. 

ahoQld be aert1tle4 to by the Chairman and seoretary ot the preolnet 

eotr~ent1oa aut aubaitted to the 4elesatea eleote4 (as their ore4ent1al.a), 

8\lOh 4eleptea taklq their oert1t1oatea w1 th th• to e1 tber the OOUDt7 

oon .. ntlon or the •onatorial oonYent1on, aa the oaae may be. Alth~ 

tt 1a not pro'f'tdecl ln the etatute that a r eturn ot the namea ot the 



te~egat .. eo aeleote4 8bould be •4• \o tlle cOWltT cO\lrta or Eleetlae 

ec.aiaaloeera, ,..t lt le the optDlcm ot th1a 4eparbent that 111 the 

tnterea' ot o.l'f.ftltn•• aD4 .. rtalat7, aD4 •• a -t\er o~ preoautton, 

the noretar,- o~ eaell preotnot. ocm'Y811t1oa ahool4 at the tlme ~ mak1DS 

out the "rtttlo&tea above ment1one4, oert11T the naa• ot the a.1 .. 

ptea el .. te4 an4 return the -- to the 00Wlt7 oQW!"t or the ll•ttOD 

C01Did eat oa•re. 

In ananr to 70UJ" next qu07, tt 1a the op1D1on o~ tb1a 4apar'-' 

that the eauat7 oourte or the Eleot1on COIIDl1aa10Dera (aa the oaae m&J" 

be) wtll 4 .. 1goate t be p1aoea tor the hol41Dg o~ the preetDet eon•~ 

tiona and that ln e1t1ea end oomattea or over 350,000 ifthabt'-Dta tbe 

Ooveraar will ttx the plaoe, date and hour ot the .. D&tortal 41atr1et 

eoDTenttoa. whercaa. 1n the oount1ca ot under 350,000 1Dhab1tanta 

the plaoa ot --'1D8 1a f ixed b7 the Aot as the 00Wlt7 -t ot tba 

OOUDt7. The IMila~r1al 41atr1ot oorrt'eutlon appUoable to oOQDtt .. 

under 310.000 ehall alao be held on the date, hour aa4 plaoe tlze4 bJ' 

the OoTomor. 

You next aak, "lftlen there are parte o~ wa.rct. in •••eral aene­

tor1al 41a t r1•'•• would t here b7 a 4elesate elected to ... h ot tba 

eeTeral •ntol't.al 41etr1ota rep~MD\e• by that war4?• It 1a our 

opla1oD that thia quoat1on 1a merely a aoot ouoatton. etnoe tt baa DO 

bearing up ll the openttona at the ooll'f'enttona montloaed in the eaJc•a 

8111. a1Doe ao pree-1nct (aa 41tterent1ate4 traa warta) will be ro.a 

whloh ta panly tn one .. MtoJttal 41atrtat anct panl,- in another. 

and 1A new of the proYiai on o~ the Aot, tbe taet that ODtt war& ~ 

be partly in one ..aator1al 41atr1ot and partly 1D another wtl~ ooae­

a1on no 4ttt1oultT• 



Your next tnqut17 ta aa f'ol.lowa 1 

•tn OoU'Il~t• an4 e1tt•• ot lcaa tha 31iO.OOO 
1n maaa oonvent1ou ln preo1ut or other 'f0t1DC 
d1atr1ct, wets and 417• elect two 4•1•88'-• .. a 
to o-ount7 OODvent1 ona. In ootm~7 convent lou 
the weta and 4rJ'a elect tour eaoh to eenatort~ 
41•tr1ct conventions. In senatorial dtat~o~a 
we's and trya nominate two eaoh and certtty 
na.tnatlona to Searetarr ot s~ate. 

In c1 tie a ot 880 .ooo or aore wet a &n4 4.rp 
eleot one delept e eaoh trom preeinot or other 
vo•tng 4tnr1o' to MD&-torl~ d1atl'1.e' oonvotlon. 

. Ia aenator1al 4tstrtot convention weta an4 
clrys nom1Date t"wo eao1l ud oert1f'y namu t-o Sect­
••tar.r Of St•te. 

te tht• oorreo,,. 
It is our opi nion that you are correc t in the above state-

ments . Another matter mentioned in the letter reterre4 to ~ 

related to ~ether or not your Board ot Eleot1on Commiaatoaera 

woul4 oppotitt aa 3U4sea aDd ol..-ka ~or th~ eleotlon pron4ed to• 

ln Seotlon I or the W-.k•a ConYout1on Bill members ot ~rtoua Ora&D­

teattona, bt&t u to t-h1e queat10ll •• oanno-t answer, atnoe that S.e 

e. .-t'•• whlob mua\ b~ handled by you ln your 41•eret1on. 

e truat that the aboTe answere 1n tull the 1nterroga­

to~1ea aubm1tte4 to ue. 

POWELL B. BANEY, 
Aasta~t Attorn.y Oelaeftl... 


