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ion. Melvin ‘nglehart
Prosecuting Attorney
‘adiacn Conty
Predericitown, “issourl

Denr ‘r, 'm;lehart:

This of ice 1+ in receint of your letter o recent
date with regquest for an opinion ss t- the construetion of
senate Bill Yo, BO approved by the Uovernor April lst, 1933,
which letter ia as follows:

"The County Cleri of this county hees notified me that
he hae peceoved : ecopy of Senate Hill No, 5O, in
relation to the use of tax books in the co ngty. The
i1l provides that the current tax book for 1933
taxes 1e mbolished, according to our interpretation.
Ie this correct?Y Sectlion 9876 provides that the
sgsepeors book shell be authenicated snd shall be
used ere the te» book for the use of the collector,
This would avoid the use of the Current Tax Hook,
a8 now made by the County Clerk, Do the provisions
of the bill menticned sbove snply to the yesr 19337
I see no emergency clauge to the bill and it would
conseguently go into effect withim ninety deye., If
it does go into effeect within ninety days it would
goem to sbolish the use of the “urrent Tax Pook a8
now made, “lesse advise."

The bill referred to in your letter repe ls ‘ectione
9876 and 9877, APtiecle VII, Chapter 89, i, 5, Wo, 1929, snd
enacts two new 868tions to Le kmown as Seetions 9376 and 9877,
pertainin_ to the same subjret; no emerzoney cliuse is attsched
and eonsequently soee into effect ninety days after the adjourn-
ment of the Leglslature, to-wit, July 24, 1833,

-The only guery in your letter is, "Do the provisions
of the bill mentioned sbove apply to Lhe year 1933?" It ies the
opinion of thie office that this does not affeet or an ly to
t e sggenesor's books and tax booke now beingz conied and extended
for the asseganents of June 1, 1932, for taxes to be paid in the
fall of 1935.
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It »111 be necesesry to trace assessments of June
1, 1932, throuw:h from the beginning wnt 1 July 24, 1933, when
‘enate B111 No, 5. becomes effective, and it will be seen that
practically all of the work to be done on the asressor's books
end tex books for the collectors will have been completed by
the time this aect beecomes a lew and the tax books will, in a great
many Instancee, be in the hands of the respective collectors by
that date.

Section 9766, K, S, Yo, 1989, »rovides amony other
things,

"The assessor or his deputy or deputies shall between
the first deys of June and Jamaary, and after being
furnished with the necesrary books and blanks by the
county clerk at the expense of the county, proceed to
tae a 1iet of the taxable personal nroperty in his
eounty, town 2r district, and assese the vslue thereof,
# % % B & U W

The nssegrment Dy the sssessor may not be necessarily
¢ mpleted wntil Jamery 1, {m; the books ere then turned over
to the county elerk by the assessor, The ~o'mty boerd of equalie
zation, except the Uity of St, lLouis, meets at the office of the
comnty clerk on the first Yonday of April in easch year, Sec., 9811
Fe S5¢ 19293 and the board of anpeals meets on the fourth ‘Yonday
in April theresfter, fec. 98913 R, S, 1929, excent in counties
containing a population of more than 70,000 the board of egualiza-
tion meets the first onday in Harech and the bosrd of appeanls the
fourth “ondsy in Mareh thereafter,

Section 9871, K, 5. "o. 1929, provides,

"An poon ns may be after the assesgsor'e book of each
county ehall be corrected snd adjusted accordini to law,
the county court shall ascertain the sum necessary to
bée raised for county purpores, snd ix the rate of taxes
on the geveral pubjects of taxation go as to raise the
reguired sum, and the same to be entered in proper
eoluwms in the tex vooks "

section 9874, H, &, Yo, 1929, provides that at the MNay
term the county court chall meske and levy for county murposes, ete.

Section 9814, i, 8§, o, 1929, provides, among other
thinge, that the county clerk shall keer an sccurate record of the
proceedin. e of the board and the assessor shall correct sll erron-
eous assessments, snd the elerk shall adjust the tax book accord-
ing to the orders of the court, ete,

Section 9876, K, 5, o, 1929, provides,

"Ae soon np the sssesror's book shall be corrected snd
ad junted, the clerk of the county court, excent in
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ft. Louis elity, shall, within ninety days thereafter,
make & fair copy thereof, with the tarxes oxtended there-
in, anthenticated by the seal of the court for the use
of the collector. LK I R

“ection 9880, R, %, 0. 1727, provides,

"is soon es may be after the tax book of each year has
been corrected and adjusted, and the amount of the
county taxee steted therein according to law, the
county court shall csuse the same to be delivered to
the proper g¢ollector, - « # & & #"

“0, 1t will be seen that the tax booke should be i the
rands of the collector by anprox’ ately the time the bill Lecomes
a law, ‘o, it would be very impractical and almost imposcible
to wait until July 24, 1937, to extend the asses=or's books
to teke the plsee of the tax book rsg provided by “enute #1111 ‘Yo,
50, and under the injunction of Seetion 9876, K., &, Mo, 1789, it
is the duty of the county clerk, within ninety days after the
asgegror's books shall be ocorrccted and adjusted, to make a fair
copy thereof with the taxes extended thereon, =uthenticated by
the sesl of the court for the use of the collector,

Pron the above and foregoing we take it that it was not
the intention of the legisleture for “emste 2ill No, §C to make any
changes in making and extending the tax books that won'd affect
the aerezement of Jume lst, 1932, lor taxes payable in Fall of 1033,

Yours very truly,

COVELL R, HEWITT
Assistant Attorney-eneral,

APFEOVED:
0 K ¥
Attorney-eneral.
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