LABOR DEPARTMENT: Under Section 13180 R, 8. Mo.
1929, person operating theatrical
agency can be required to pay

\/ license fee,

f

Cetober 13, 1933. F] L E D
/ /
Kies iary Edna Crugzen, /O /?P //kr‘
Commissioner of Labof, i // /
Jefferson City, iissouri. M e T
4

Dear liss Crugen:

%e are ascknowledging receipt of your letter in which you
inguire 28 follows: '

"Has the Labor and Industrisl Inspection Depariment
the right to collect license fee of 50.00 for
sgencies in cities or over fifty thcocueand, and
325,00 for ageneies in cities less than fifty thou-
gzid from theatrical asgencies who do booking and
hiring of theatriecal tslent]

As I am holding up a number of reguects for this
information, I would apvreciate an opinicn as soon
z8 it is convenient for vou to give same to me."

Section 13180 R.S8. ¥o, 1929, provides as follows:

“Yo person, firm or gorporatiom in this state shall
open, operate or maintain an employment office or
agency for hire, or vwhere a fee is eharged to either
aprlicants for employment or for help, without firet
obtaining a ligense for the same from the state
commissioner of labor =2nd indusitrisl inevection. BSueh
licenge fee in cities of fifty thousand population and
over shall be fifty dollars ver annum, and in gll
cities containing less than fifty thousand population,
a uniform fee of twenty-five dollars ver anmum, Hvery
license shall contain a designation of the city, street
and number oif the bullding in which the 1licensed party
conducts said employment egency., * * #"

You inguire whetner or not you hawe a right to collect
a license fee under the foregoing Section from theatrical agencies
who do =2 booking and hiring of theatrical talent. Section -
13120, R. 5. kp. 1929, provides that no person shall maintain
an employment agency for hire or where a fee is charged to
either aoplicaffie for employment or for help, without first ob-
taining o license, and provides what rate the license shaall be.
We believe that the above Section is broad enough to include

within its terms theatriecal agencies who maintain an office and




¥iss lary Edna Cruzen, G- October 13, 1533,

ahafge a fee for apprlicants for employment. The Section makes
no distinction between the kind of labor or employmsnt which the
sgency seeks to furnish. This Chapter is for the benefit of
those ®ecking employment less they be taken advantage of by
unserupulous agencies or bureaus. The evil sought to be
corrected might a3 easily exist in agencies dealing with the
employnent of aectors, ete., as other parsons. The statute,
however, wmakes no distinction, and beeause of the broad
wording of the statute we are of the opinion that you would
be within your rights to colleet a license fee under said
SBection from persoms maintaining an exployment office and
chazgi:§ fees to applicants, even though the employment amought
::lbe fected was the Booking and hiring of theatrical

ent.

Yery truly yours,
”

Asscistant Attorney Cenexral.

APPROVED:

At torney Ceneral.
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