FIRE ESCAPES: No conflict between Sections 13228 and
13757, R, S. Mo, 1939; the first
1/ deal ing with mercantile establishments,
and the second with public buildings,
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iise Yary Edna Cruzen,

Labor Commiseioner,

Jefferson City, ¥is-ouri,

Dear _ies Cruzen:

¥e gre acknowledging receipt of your letter in whieh 77
you inguire as follows: 2

"9il1ll you ple=se interpret the following sections
of the Labor Lawe regarding fire escapes. 1 am
quite anxious for vour oninion on thie subject:
Section 132236, R, S, Yo, 1939,
Section 13757, R. S. ¥eo. 1929.

These two cections seem $o conflict."
Section 13235, R, 8, Mo, 1823, provides as follows:

#3411 manufacturing, mechanical, mercantile or other
ectabl ishments in thic state, of two or more stories
in height, in which twenty or -ore pergons are em-
ployed above the first floor thereof, shall be »ro-
vided with at least one or rore outside iron fire
eccapes, For every twenty persons employed on
every floor above the second floor of such estab-
lishment, there shall be one rope or portable fire
escape, and each story shall be amply supnlled with
neang for extinguishing fire.®

Section 13757, R, 8, Yo, 192239, provides ae follows:

"1t shall be the duty of the owner, proprietor,
lessee, trustee, or keeper of every hotel, boarding
and lodging house, opera house, tenement house, school-
house, theater, misic hall, factory, office building,
except fire-pronf office buildings in which all
gstructural parts are wholly of brieck, stone, tile,
concrete, reinforced concrete, iron, steel, or
incombugtible material, and which are not used for
lodging purposes in the state of Yiseourl, a2nd

every building therein where neople congregate or
which ie used for s business place or for -ublic

or private assemblages, which has 8 height of three
or more stories, to provide said structure with iron
or steel stair fire escapee attached to the exterior
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of said building and by staircases located in the
interior of said building. The fire escaves shall
extend from the upper story to the ground, nave-
ment or sidewalk with iron or steel ladder from the
up~er story to the roof: Provided, however, that
such fire escapes, if not continued to the ground,
pavenent or eidewalk, shall bLe eguirped with a
counter-balance device attachment, apnliance or
apnaratug which ehgll extend from the floor level

of the second story to the ground, pavement or side-
walk. School buildinge, opera nouges, theaters and
church buildings, also hosnitales, blind and lunatic
asylums and seminaries, shall each have a stair

fire escape built solid to theground. In no case
shall a fire escape run past 2 window where it is
rracticable to avoid it. All fire escapes reocuired
by thies article, except as hercinbefore provided,
migt be of the kind known as stationary fire esecanes.
All buildings heretofore erected shal! be made to
conform to the provisione of this article.”

Section 13226 spnlies to manufacturing, mechanical
angd mercantile establishments, Under that section if such
ecstabl icshment is two or more etories in height and there are
employed twenty or more persons above the first floor thereof,
they shall be provided with =2t least one outside iron fire
eacape, For every twenty persons employed on every floor
above the second, therc shall be one rope or portable fire
escape and these storiee chall be suprlied with amnle means
for extinguighing fire. Section 13757 appnlies to publie
buildings and provides for the construction of iron or
ateel stalr fire ecscapes.

We do not believe that the two sections are so in-
congistent or conflicting that either repeals the other.
In Yall v, Cillham, 187 ¥o, 393, 405, the court says:

"Repeals by implication are not favored by laow,

and the general and almost universal rule ies that

a later general sct will not be construed to reneal :
a prior peneral act unless the two are so inconsistent
that they can not stand together or be consistently
reconciled. If the two can be read together without -
contradiction or repugnancy or absurdity or unresson-
ableness, they should be read together and effect
given to both,"

S8ection 13226, R. S, ¥o, 1929, deals with manmufacturing,
mechanical and mercantile establ ishments and permite and re-
quiree, under certain circumstancee, rope or nortable fire
escapes. Section 13757 desls with public buildings and
specifies the use of iron or steel stationary fire escaves,
thereby eliminating, as regarde nrublic buildings, rope or
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portable fire escapes.

It ie therefore the opinion of this Department that
there ie no confliet between the two sections; that each
deals with a separate subject-matter; that “ection 13°236
deals with manufacturing establishments and Section 13757
deals with public buildings and vlaces where people congre-
gate and assemble,

Very truly yours,

Assistant Attorney General.

APPROVED:

Attornev Generzal,

FWH:S




