
MOTOR V.EHICL...S : Officials and employees of corporation 
owning motor car required to register 
as operator . 

I J 

Deeeaber fl'l, 193:5 

Honorable B. M. Caat .. l 
Superintendent Miaaouri State B1gb~ Patrol 
J e t f eraon City, 81aaour1 

Dear Jlr . CaatHll 

-­~--

F\LE D , 

/ ij 

'lh1a Deput ... t acknowleqea noe1pt ot your 
letter dated DMeaer 26, 1g3~, aa toUowaa 

•pl .. ae g1•• this departaent 7our 
op1n10D on the uae of regiatere4 
operator'• liceaae aa .. ntioaecl 
1D the attache4 co~apondence." 

.lttacho4 to ,-our lt tter 1a requeat for op1Dioa 
bJ llr. 'l'hoa. L. Leigh aa to who c011ea w1 thin the det1n1 t 1oa ot 
a r eg1atere4 operator w1 th1Ja the MU.iag or Seotion 7759 Re•lee4 
Statu tea i a aour1 1G29, parttcularlr u appllecl to car a eiii1M 
and operated by corporatlODa. 

ectioll ' 68 R89lae4 Statute• Mia~raurl 192g, 
being the .. caDd aeot10D ot wbat 1a kDowa aa the ~otor Wehlole 
Law, de tinea tm word "OWDer• aa tollowaa 

a The tera '01nu,r' a .hall 1Dclllde tm7 
pereon, tlr!a, corporat10D or aaa.­
clatloa own1Dg or renting a aotor 
vehi cle or haYing the exolua1Ye uae 
tbereot' UDder leaae, or otberwlae • 
tor a period y .. ter thaD te dar• 
aucceaa1YelJ. 



Honorable B. M. Caateel 

Seot1GD 7761 prov1deat 

• yeey owner ot a motor Yehicle or 
trailer wb1eh ahall be opera'-4 or 
driven upon the highways ot th1a 
atateo • tt • 

1a required to Hglater the same 'With t he C081ltaa1oaer ot lloto• 
Vehicle a. 

Seet!OD '1'75G t"urther de.t1nea •opentca-8 &8& 

·An~ person who operatea or dr1vea 
a motor vehicle. • 

&y SeotiOD 7'15G "reslaterecl operator11 ia, 

"An opera tor, other than a cbaut teur, 
who re~arl7 operatea a moter vehicle 
ot another peraon 1D t he courae of, 
aa an incident to hie eiiJ)loJW8Dt •r 
whoae pr1Dc1p&l ocoupatiOD 1a not the 
operating of auoh .otor vehicle.• 

Seot1on 7766 with re'•ren•• to t~ reg1atrat1oa 
ot reg1atered operatora, proY14ea 1D parta 

0 Eveey peNoa 4ea1r1ng to operate a 
.otor vehicle aa a reglatered oper­
ator ahall tile 1D tba o~tloe ot 
tbe oosulaalOIIler a atateMent ooata1Jl1q 
hla name, a ge and addreaa, alld the tJwle 
ruuae aD4 110tlve power or the motor ... 
h1cle h e 1a ca.petent to operate, on a 
blank to be turn1ahe4 b7 tbe coaa1aa1oaer 
r or t bat purpoee, Wh.tch aball. be 1ndoraed 
by two c1t1zena or th1a atate 'llho are rer 
1atere4 motor vehicle owaera, who aball 
oertlf7 t o the correetneaa ot the taeta 
atate4 1ll auch appUcat10D am the good 
character ot .ucb IPP11oant.• 

Seeti aa 77a5 prov1dea tor tbt reg1atrat10D of 
chautteur1 and prohibita the la.uanoe ot a oertltloate or reg1e­
trat1cm to an7 cbau1'teur under the age ot e1gb.teeza J"8&r8 • tba .... 
age 11m1t 1a eonta1Ded 1n Seot10D 7766 pro-.141ng tor tbe reg1atra­
t 1on of reg1atere4 operatora. 
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Section 4526 Revleed Statutes ~aaour1 1988 
4etinea t he term 0 corparat1on" aa toll ... t 

• The tera 'corporation,' as us.& 
1D th1 a chapter, shall be conatrue4 
to include all joint stock ca.p&Diea 
or aaaoc1at1ons having any powera 
or pr1Y1legea not poaaeaaed b7 
1nd1Y1duals or partnerah1pa . " 

Seotian •sss prov!deaa 

".~:..Yery corporatiOD, aa auch• baa 
power··· * ~ * -u-

FStth. i'o a ppoint aueh aub­
ord1Date off icers and agents aa 
the bualneaa or the eorporatiOil 
shall requiro, and to allow ~ .. 
a suitable compensat!oa." 

Corporatica is defined tn 14 c. l. pag• 51,Seot1CIIl 

•o • • an arttticlal being or peraon 
created by law having a lesal entit7 
entirely aeparate and 41at1nct fro. 
the 1nd1T1duala who ooapoae tt, wtt.ll 
the •pact ty ot coattauoua erlata .. 
or aucoeaalon notwithstanding ohangea 
ln lta memberah1p , and having alao t he 
capacity, as auch legal entity &D4 
art1tic1al peraon 1n the law, o~ 
taking, holding , a lid conYeylng prop­
erty, entering into co~traota, au1 
and being sued, and exercising auch 
other ~owera and pr1vllegea aa may 
be conferred on lt b7 the law ot ita 
creation, juat as a natural person may0

• 

Seet!OD 778a, Subd1 Y1a1oa I • proh! o1 ta &117 peraca 
under the age ot ei~D year• rraa o•erat1Dg a motor vahtc1e 
on the h1gh•y• or thia atate. 
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Tho app11eat1on of an owner for reg1atratlon ot 
a motor Yehiele shall contain~ amoag other tb.inge, a brief 4ea• 
cr1pt1on ot the motor vehicle, the name, rea14eaee and bu811leaa 
tlddreaa or the owner thereof .• 

A etatement tiled by a cbaufr eur d•alr1ng regt .. 
trat101l aball g1Ye h1e name, age and addreaa and h1a app11eat1oa 
shall be endoreed b7 two e!tl~ene of thie atate. wbo are reg1aterel 
motor vehicle owners. 

Seotton 7766 Rev1eod Statute• 1g29, makes proYiaioa 
for the registration of regiate:Nd operator• •equl .,.1ng that the per­
aon desiring to be so registered should file 1n t he office ot the 
Co~~iasi oner or ~tor Vehicles of the state a statement containing 
h i s name ,age and addreaa an4 the trade nam.e and mot ive power of the 
motor vehiele he 1a competent to operate and which statement ahould 
be endorsed by two citizens of t h1e state who are ·reg1atered moto~ 
vehicle ownere and Who shall certif7 to the corr~otneee of the facta 
stated in auob a ppl1eat1on•and the good character of the app11ean'• 
Whereupon, ~pon t he payment of the fee of 3.00 the applicant aball 
be granted a eert1t1cate of r egistration and aas1gped a nu.ber aa 
a registered operator. ~ection 778S,Subd1viaion A, requ1rea regia• 
tered operator• to at all t 1aee carry aubj.ct t o 1nspeet1on t.h• 
reg1atrat1on certificate furnished b.r the Oommiaa1aaer. 

Subdiv1a101l F or Seetion 7783, Bertaed Statutea 192i1. 
requires ever-J person operat1Dg or driving a motor vehicle on the 
b1gbwaT• ot this state. knowing that an injury baa bee cauae4 to 
a peraOD or Clazage to prope~y. due to tbe culpab111t7 o£ ea1d 
operator or dr1 ver or due to aec1den t , ahal~ not leaYe the place ot 
aa1d 1nJur,-• dauge or aeetdent wttbout atopp1Dg, g1Y1ng hi a ~. 
rea14ence, motor vehicle number and ehautteur•a or res1atered 
operator's nuaber, it a~, to the inJured party or othor persona 
apeelt1i4. 

We have no wa-y or knowing what waa in tM m1nda ot 
the legl•lators w1 th reference to what persona the clett1Jlecl wor4a 
"registered operator" waa intended to apply, except aa we mar 
a•oe!'"talD that intention rroa what the legislature aa14 b7 •&7 ot' 
4et1n1t10D and bf a ooaatrueti on ot all the act. We are unable 
to t1Dd any ooaatrue~1oa or 111terpretat1oa of tm t•ra "reg1atere4 
operator• by any court or in any text book. 

1'h& LegtelatU1'"8 asema to haYe ha4 ln mlnd laying 
out a scheme of leg1alat1on 1ntendlng to throw about to. traveliag 
public all poas1ble prot .. t1aD under all c1r~taaoea and to not 
only keep a check on tboae authorlae4 to dr1ve autoaobilea but te 
eee that those who 414 4PiYe aoto~ veh1clea had ao.e aort of 
qua11t'lcati0Jl for aucb aenice and th1a would apply • •• to tboae 
required to be reg1atere4 operator•. whether dr1v1D.g a ear 1a the 
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course of his enrplo,aent or r11erely as an i ncident t o auch emplor-
ment. From the .foregoing quotation troca Corpus Juri a 1 t ia 
apparent that the otticera and e~loyeea of a corporation arc a 
t hing quite apart f roa t ho corporate entity# oven tboush 8ueh 
o~f1e1ala or employeea be stockholders 1n the corporation. 

It 1e our opinion that 1t an officer or employee 
ot a. corporation. who alao might ce a stockholder 1n the corpor­
atioa, operates a mo~or vehicle belonging to the corporation 1n 
the course of the emplo~ent of such official or employee or 
operates a ~otor vehicle belonging to t he corooration as an incident 
to the empl oyment ot such o.ftlc1al or employee or such corporation• 
then such o~fie1al or e~ployee or such corporation ia required te 
register UDder the pro•ia1one of Section 7766 Revised Statutes 
111ssour1 1929. 

APPROVEDl 

fiof oiUHIIcl 
Attorney Oener.l. 

OL: r .. c 

Very truly youra . 

GILBERT LA 
Aaa1atant Attorney Gemeral, 


