
CONSTITU'.riON . 
~ .. l':!:RAL ASS .1JBLY. 

STATE l:!.I Gl:tlAY. A • .lEND~>t.4NT . Section 44a ,Ar t1cle IV , Const itution of 
U1 ssour1 only prevents the General 
Assembly f rom raisin ; fees ani taxes 
provided for in such Section 44a. 

Honorablct chnel E. Caaq 
c p1tol !ldtng 
Jefferson Cit y , 1asour1 

Dear Senator Caa-.r: 

/'fr\ \0 , \ 
octolr r 25 , 1933 Fl LED 

//; 
L----I---".5S' 

Roplyln s to your i nquiry directed to th1e 
oft1co, n oly , 

uno tta ct1on t4 of Article rv 
or the uonat1tut1on of tho ~tate 
or 1 eour1 contain an:y provision 
whlch would prevont tl o 67th 
o nornl. Afla ly proposing an 

ndment t o tl Conet1t ut1on of 
the State, eeldn to rats the 
level o£ teoa and taaea now f1xed 
oJ• provided for by aucb ect1on 
•u?" 

ectlon 2 ot rttcle II or t he Constitution of tho 
State of 1aaour1 prov1doas 

u'1bat th people or tb1e St to have 
the tnher nt , Eolo and oxclu ivo 
right to r gulate tho tnter.nal govorn-

t G pol1co thor r, and to r 
and a boltah their Con tiL~t1on and 
fora or v nt . enov r t hey 
de~ it n c no t o their e t ty 
h pplneaa t Provided , cb c e 
not rep t to tho Con tl t u t ian 
Unltod States . " 

'1 
d 

bo 
of the 

1lth ro1"o nee to tb right of tl!e people to a nd 
tho Conat1tut1on of this State , ln Stat x rel . v . rnou y , 40 

o . 102, 19 , the Supremo Court of t State aida 
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uA powor t o m:mnu tho con t1tut1on 1n 
all r-oepeet deo. oc ent1 l ror tl 
public ood, or to ltor or al~lleh lt . 
!..f 1t re 4o noc eaar for their 
aatety and happlliGa , nooo nr11,. 
includes tho powor t o ~Dd lt tn any 
pmrt1cular a well it tot 1 
aoop . " 

The cml)' por-t of s ctlon t a, Article IV , o f the 
Con.at1tut1on wt~ch, e.xpreaaly or 1 pll tldly , u.ndertak&s to tl.Jt a 
atat onar~ level of f ea and tu.c with rererenc to r veh1clea 

nd motor vohtole ruol&, ta tl~ tollo tnn& 
"For n ported or t n 7 ar after the 
adoption hortto1' , tl Oeneml aa 1~ 
~thall ve no power 0 l vy na ccl!eot 
atate r g1ntrat on t • • 11oen e taxea 
or oth r taxo on t or v h1 loo (oxeept 
tbo pro rty tax on _otor vol\1Cloa nd 
at te 11een e fee or tax a on tor 
veh1clo ~oClr:lon ea~rl rs) or state taxes 
on t h alo ~r us of t or v hlcle t ola 
1n exooae of the rates tlxed b7 law at the 
t.lm t lde a ndmont la adopted, oxcept 
that Jn tho event t he proeeeda t· .. o• eucb 
rcg1 trat1on fees. license ~•a or oth r 
tax a on t or ve hicle a (except the pro 
ert~ t ax on mo t or vob1clee and otate 
l!eons feeo or taxoe on tor vehicle 
cannon carrtore) an •tate taxes on t.be 
eale or uno of' o or v taicle fuel ahn~l 
not bo autric1ont to produce .fl.U'.d 
roqu1a1te t:o 1 tbo coats and exponoos 
h r ln au tl r1z n tor tha pa nta 
to e 1nlt1ng tund. . tor intereat and for 1-he 
prol)or maintenance o£ atate b1 hwaya aa 
bf.tr 1n providod ,. then the uonoral AaaomblJ 

1 1noreafle th ro.te o1' uch ro 1atrat1011 
t eo, or llconoo taxea on motor veh1cloa or 
taxoa on tl~ ale or uae ot motor Yehtcle 
.fuel.e to an ount md'r1c1ent to J)l•ov1de 
ror wch peyut3nt ClDd the proper i nt nance 
or atate high ~a in o er to avoid the 
levy or a dlreot tax. on proport7 1n the 
s te to eet aucb dertc1onc1ea. " 

It 1a apparent that the 11 t att on 1ft roctod to 
leg1el.et1on by tlle GonGrc1 Aee bly a..'ld. nnt to the inherent power 
of t~ c1tlsona or tbe etato t o amebd tno1r conat1tut1on, 
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or tho r1r.ht or the Oonel'81 Aaaombl7 to propose an amendment 
to the Constit ution. 

For 1our 1nro t l e are tranemttt 1na you 
berew1 th copy of an opinion af th1a part n t heretof ore wr1 t t.a 
to s no t or n. I •• J:ialoa • on · genenl. aubject or tho ri t t o 
amend So~t!on 44&, Article IV of the Constltutlm. 

Very t r uly yours. 

O!LillU T LA 
Aoslst t At&orno~ General • 

APPROVfi.D t 

ROY laTTRICK 
Attol'noy Oenoral . 

o:.:ue 

Inclosure 


