
IN RE: Public &ervice Commission--

Authority over taxicabs . Sec . 5264 and 5265 . 
Laws of 1 931 , p . 304. 

FILED 

Kr. Geo . D. Brow.ntield, 
Prosecuting Attorney, 
Boonville , MissouPi . 

Dear Mr. Brownfield&-

I I 

/ I -----.....1 

! acknowledge rece;pt of your letter of March 29th whe ein you 
r equest an opinion as follows: 

" , i l l you please advise me •hether o1· not the 
provisions or the Public Service Comm ssion l aw 
applies to tdicab drivers l:ho run a motor vehicle 
with the carrying capacity not to exceed five 
persona ; that 1s, whethcJ' or not such ollller s of 
taxicabs have to have a permit granted bJ the 
Public bervice CommJssion 1n order to operate 
same ~ore than one mile beyond the corporate 
limits . • 

In Article 8 of Cnapter 33 Tised Statute s of Missouri 1929 
•e find the law governing the a.uth~r1ty of the Public ~e1•vice 
Commission over motor vehicle!:. ope1·atcd oTer public highways. 
This Article was repealed in 1931 and a new Article enacted as 
set forth in pages 104 to 316 , Laws of 1931. 

In paragraph 8 dw of Sect i on 5~S4, we find th~ t erm "taxicab" 
defined as fol l ows: 

"(d) The t £:rm "taxicab", whE:ll u sed in t b!s act, 
shall mean every moto1 vehicle desig~ated and/or 
construct~ to ac ~omodate and transpor t pas~enge~s , 
not more than f i ve in namber, exclusive of the 
d~iver , and fitted with taximeters and/or usin& 
or haviAg som& other device, ~ethod or system, to 
indicb.te and determine the passeUler fare ch~rged 
for distance traveled, and thP J)rincipal oper5tion1 
of which taxicabs are fre confined t o the area 
within the corpor ate limits of cities of the stat e 
and suburban terr itory as herein defined.w 

I ) 

The exceptions t o the operations of the act are set out in Secti on 
5265. The ~ertinent parts of this Section ar e as f ollows: 
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"SLC. 5 265 . EXU12TI O!tS-- POLICE COutrtOL OVER 
HIGHuAYb. --rhe provisions of this act shall 
not apply to any * * * taxicab, as herein 
defined; * * *·" 

It is t herefore a~parent t hat so long as the taxicabs under con­
sideration operate princi pslly within t he corporate l imits of 
Boonville and within one mile beyond said corporate limits , that 
they would not be required to h~ ve a pe rmit granted by the Public 
Service Commission. The que~tion thenwises as to what inte r­
pretc.tton is to be placed upon the phrase "principal operations ." 

Principa.l has been defined in the case of Kelty v . Burgess, 
115 Pao. 58~ ; 84 Kans.678 , a~ beinb 

"* * t he word ' principal' the main , chief, leading, 
highest in value, charactsr or i lJOrtL~ce, most 
consid• able ot imp~rtant . 11 

It is defined in Corpus Juris at Vol . 49 , p . 1349, as follows : 

"Chief; highest in rank, authority , character, 
im?ortance or dewree; l eadi ng ; main; mo s t c~n­
siderabl e or ~p~rtm1t.• 

~he definition as above given from Corpus J uris ia ~ractically 
lde~tic~l t ~ th~t given in ~ebster 1 s . 

Further obs rvlnh the wor ding of the stat -te, it is app~tent 
t}'lat prlncioal ope ations r c:>f er to the taxicab and not necessarily 
to the scope or type of business doile by the o·~er of the t axi­
c ab or taxicab coru)any. 

The e~tant o-r the ope1·ation of a taxicab would logically and 
n ecessari l y be determined b., t he ta leage traveled and it we. 1.ld 
follow t hat tf t he large~t ~mount of ~il€s or t he mo~ t consider able 
p~rt Of bUSineSS done ~ere taaveled OT done by the taxicab Or 
taxicab comJany in the limits of Boedvil-e or the suburban terr i ­
tor.t as describ~d ln Sec. -:.~64, th t su·~a :notor vehicle wou:d 
not be subject to the regulations of tl.e Ptlblie Service Commission. 

I t is therefore the opinion of this of fice t hat so long as the 
t'l.Xtcaba s·e!e ... r ed t o ln your reque s t arfJ OJe "o.cea ch!cfl.r litbin 
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the t er ritori al limi t s of Boonvil le and t he sub1rban terri­
t ory , as defined in the act, that such t aAicabs are not 
subJect t o the cont r ol of the Public Service Commissi on . 

APPROVED: 

HGW/mh 

Respect ful ly Submitted, 

IIA1<RY G. WALTB Ut , J r . , 
Assistant Attorrt~.Y Genet al 

f.oy MCKI~TtUCK 
Attorney Gene.·al 


