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dHon., Herbert u. Braden /
Prosecuting Attorney
sivingston Gouanty

chillicothe, ‘issouri

e r Sirxs

Thias 1s to answer your leSter of May 2, 1933, which
is 28 follows?

] am wxiting for an opinion a8 te whether
or not, wnder the Motor Vehicie rot%, and
particularly uader Seotionm 7768, Hissouri
Revised idt:tutes for 1939, a boy of the age
of 17 years, who claims to own 2 half in-
terest in a garage business which 1a operaited
by his father and himself, and who operates
wotor vehicles as a part of kis duties in
operating this garage, 1s guilty of vicla-
ting th: Registered Operators seotion under
the definitions of ®"persons and Registered
Operators* as defined by Seetion 7750
Hissouri Revised dtatutes for 1838, here

he operates a motoxr vehicle uthuu‘ either

a ghauffeurs license or a Neglstered Operators
license,

The highway patrolmen made sn arrest of

such = persom and he was fined in the Juatice
gourt, and appeacied %o the Oirouit Cour

and 1%t iz the defendant's contention tha

he is not regquir.d unier the law to have a
Reglstered Uperator: license,

1 have searched the 3tatutes and Digest, but
without sucecess in finding =ay authority fox
thie contention and on the suggestion of the
Cirouit Judge, I am writiag for your o inion
under these facts.

I trust that this is a statement sufficidnt on
whieh to base an in elligent opinion.*
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section 7758 R. . Mo. 1939 reads in pert as followsl

*?hie article shall be exclusively con-
trolling on the registration, ete.,” * *
and upon the registration and r:guium
of chauffeurs, operators, and other
drivers of mctor venicles,® * *¢

Seotion 7766 R. S5. Mo. 1929 is divided inte two parts. Part
*1' 4n the portion pertinent to the matter under comsideration
reads ns follows?

"Swvory person lesiriag to operate a motor
vehicle as a regileotexed operator shall file
in the office of the commissioner a statement
containing his name, age, ete., * * **

And part 'B' of the same statuse ig as follows:

e = *jp certificate as s registered operstor
shall be issued to any person under the a9

of elghteen Ysars,"
Geotion 7783 R. 8, ¥o. 1929 provides:

*“(a) Display of reglstration certificotest
Chauffeurs and registered operators shall at
all times carry, subjeet to inspection, the
registration certificate furnished by the
comeisslioner.” * *¢

Jeotion 7786, paxt '0' provides the pemalty for vioclations,

It will be seen from the grouping of the above statutes that
a regilstered operntor must obtadn a certificate of registration
and have such on display at all timos,.

deetion 7766-b, R, 5. Mo, 1939, provides thet a person must
be of the age of eighteen or over before a certificate will be

issued to him

You 2tate the person charged with belng a registered operatex
19 seventeen ye-xrs of age. Therefore, he could not h ve obtained
a certificate of a registered opurator 1f he desired. Hovever,
thls woes not mean he ovuld viclate the above provisions of the
statutes that bar him on agccount of 198 age. The question then

being what is a reglstered operator?
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seotion 7760 R. 3. Mo. 1939 defines it e follows:

s » s'Registered Operator', An operator,
other than a chauffeur, who regularly

operates a motor vwlcie of another person

in the ocourse of, or ns an lacident to his
euployaent, but wiose prineipal occupation

is not the operating of such motor venicic.”"**

Tiis definition in our wmind i1s plain and unambiguous, ~nd the
vords used therein should be given their ordinary and usual mesning.
You will thus see 1t 15 2 matter of applying this definition to the
fagcts in your oase,

In view of the faet that this matter is now before the court
for determination, we reserve our o inion as to whether .ald person
a8 mcntioned in your letter 1s gullty of violating the ragistered
oper-tor segtion. We merely ssy th €t in our oninion if the frets
show 5 pereom is = regilstered operator within the meaning of the
definition of the statute, ~2 =20ve set out, then such person
should have such license and keep s me on displa.y ad his f-4ilure
to uove one or %o displny it would subjeot him to the punish ent
prescribed.

Yours very truly,

JAMILS L. RORN2STIL,
Assistant rttorney Gemeral.
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ittorney Uener-.i.

JLHI N




