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FILED 
l!r. C. Arthur nderaon, 
?roaecutina J.ttol':De7 of St. Louie Count7 , 
Cl ayton, iasQuri. 

Dear .:;ir: 

,..,..-._ 
) 

I haTe reoeiTed a request fraa you under date ot Septe~er 6, 
1933 , tor an opinion, eucb request being contained 1n a letter ae t ollowe: 

.,,e would like en opinion tr ~ . our ott1oe relati Te t o a 
tax queation t t · baa ariat .1 here, which 1e as tollowe: 

• A man made a :personal tu return aa f ollows : 
Househol d - kitchen f urniture, etc. $150. 00 
Piano 100. 00 
1awelr,., all kind a 50. 00 
Eaeex coach 100. 00 

iek ~oadater do.oo 

*48o.oo 
I 

In makin.s out t he tu book the 50 . 00 Tal.uation of jeftl.ry 
was entered on the tax book aa ;ooo.oo. • 

J.tter this waa done, t he books •re certified t o 
the clerk end are out ot the Asaeasor•a hands. How oan t hia 
error be lecall7 oarr~cted. " 

I . T.U.IDITY OF TAX. It 18 ay op11l1on that so much of the tax aa 1a baaed 
on the ditt ereace between the nluat1on ot 50. 00 aa s ubmitted by the tax­
payer on Jewl.r7 and 5 , 000. 00 aa enterecl on the tu book is 1nftl.id and un­
collect ible tor t be tollo•1n4 rP.aaon.: 

The 5 , 000. 00 assessment ia a T1ol•t1on ot eTieed Statutes ot 11seour1, 
1929 , s ection 9792 which proT1des t llat property mus t be assessed "aoocrding 
to ita true 'Y8.lue ill money o.t t he U me ot the aaaeaaent" a nd tro:a t he state­
ment ot tacta in your request tor an opinion I o.esu e t hat the change ot yaJ.ua­
tion waa a clerical 3nor, and that 5 , 000.00 doea not represent t he true Talue 
ot the jeweln. 

ETen 1f t he raiaecl ti£Ur8 were "tho true Tc.lue" ot tho jenlrJ, t he 
valuat ion returned by t he taxpayer oannot be raised without notice to ~. In 
t he cua ot s tate u rel • te&enhein • · 3pe~cer, ll4 o . 574, 21 s . ~. 637 (1092) 
tho valuation placed on personal propart7 in the return c t a taxpayer waa r a1ae4 
w1 thcut notice to hill, and t he court hold tb.a.t a .... :=J.eh ot the tax •• represented 
t he increaao was Totd eTen t hough t he statutes did not requ i re such no t ice. The 
court said (1. c . 576) : 



2. Mr. c. .Uthur Anderacra September 21 , 1933. 

"TJnder t he P!'OTiat ona ot ••o"tona 7532 and 7535 , Rertaed 
Statu"•• • 1H69, tt no ltat be elt~red to the aaaeaaor tn 
propC' t 1me and m.e.JUUtr, ' "h• aaaeaaor a ball h1maelt make 
out the l i st,• •"•· The failure ot the taxpa,er to G1TB 
hia liatr la the baaia and condition preoelant to apy 
authority in the aaa .. aor • to aake out the ilat• for b~ 
In this oaae then, the aot ot the aa .. aaor was jurtadiotioa­
leaa and -.old, inasmuch u a proper ltat heel already \een 
returned b7 the defendants , and oonaequently no basta tor 
the exero1ae ot t he aa.umed power existed. .ben the defen­
dants in this oauae dellyere4 tbeir 11et to t he naaeaaor, 
without objeotlon from him, the7 had the rignt to preaume , 
and the law juattflecl th• tn that pniiUIIIption, that their 
?aluatton ot the property waa aeeep\ed and would remain aa 
delh·ered. .Alld e.an it the aaaeaaor had author! ty to raise 
the aaaeasment he oould not do this without nottoe to the 
party to be atteoted thereby, " 

J • 

II , R!XItDY FOR OORREOTION. so much ot the aaaeaement ot the jew).ry u 
1a in exa ... of the \azp.,.r•a rewrn, tuntore, being -.old, the proper 
:method tor ooi'I' .. Uns such error would be by ani> &(Peal to the Couaty Court 
under ReT1aed s tatute• 1aaour1 lC)2<) , s "t1on CJOOO, whtoh proYtdea tn part 
•• tollowa: · 

"'''he oounty OOill't or aaoh county MY hear and determine 
allacationa ot aJ"rOaeoua aaaeaament * • * at an:y term ot 
aaid court Htore the 'ue• ahall be palcl, on applioaticm. ot 
aJl7 p•aan or peraona who aball , by att14a'rl t , allOw pod 
oau.ae tar D.ot haTing atta4a4 t he oounty boe.rcl ot equal.isa• 
tton or oourt ot appeal• tor the purpose ot oorreottli& auoh 
errors or det .. ta or miatakea. " . 

Pt-eawaablJ, the taxpayer , upoa ~iDg his re,urn ana haTin& 1 t aooep'ed w1 \h• 
out objeoUon, woUld, un4er the authority of the oaae aboTe o1te4, haft a 
r1pt to aaaume the. t hi a nluation would be &Heptad, or thn t no tloe would 
be g1Tea 'o h1a ot its unaoaeptabU1t7, and, therefore, woW.d not han appealed 
to t he board ot equalization. I t would eeau, therefore, that he would u able 
to make the aft14av1t required by Section 9808, and the county oourt would 
han juria41otion to deolare the aa ... aaent erroneoua. seotlan 98o, pronclea 
aa tollowe: 

"See. <)SOC). conoeatloaa to be made o1l tax· booka . • The 
olerk ot the oouaty oourt shall ~41ately oorreo" the 
tax book, and the copy t enor turillahed tor the uae or the 
oolleotor, uader &Jl¥ orUI' whlc)l MY be :made by Hid oourt 
1n purauanoe ot the taraaoill8 ... tlon, ud lt , by auoh 
oorreotioa, any alteratloD. t o made in ~e Talue ot the 
propenr or the amount ot the tuea, he a hall oe:rUty 



'he ou.o to the atat• au.cUtor , wbo &hall, on the 
••ttl.e :.e:1\• -.!low \ be oolloo\or ,eec\1\ tor azo­
eu."!l or a~ to whtoh auoh o~noUon mQ onU\le 
hill.,, 

I 
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ASSI 
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