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Cornty C¥erks. Senate Bill Number i..-,. 
Law.s 19,3 ~ page 421 ~ applicable to 
counties having township organization. 
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.:~onornblo ,~rorreet ~->mlth 
Statt) in1d1 tor 
Jof!'erson City, ;,;.~IUW1Jr1 

1'h.ta Oepartnsers~, aoknowlaclgea receipt ot ~our 
lett8:r dated :.;ay 22. 1933, aa tollowet 

li .;_l.J::t.a uep&rt~~'\&nt WO'ttl.;; be pla&8e4 
to .i'JE..va an opinion o.t• the Attome1 
\-raneral &~ to w-hether &eato otll 
-50, as .n.nall;y paeaeu ana. a1~ 
to • 1s aM:~l1cable to oowst1ee 
~mv1n . town.Ul.!p organlzattoa." 

Sen&t3 -.~ill NuJD>.:er 50 about whieh you Jafl'11N ta 
now found lr; Laws lw33, pa~~;e 421, ~eotlon 9tno, 1• aa toll••• 

~ 1 ii-8 aoon at> t.ha Aeaaasor• • book ahall 
be corrected and ad.Jueteci• the Glen 
oJ' the C.ouat;y Court, except 1n ~t.Louta 
i.:1ty. t~hal-1, w1tb1n ninet7 daye tmreatter, 
extend tb.e tuea tnare 1n 1D proper colu :;na 
"'l"'I'l&rad for eueh estena · cme • whleh -... 
w1 1:.h tbe tax~• ~·O extended therein,..U­
be &Uthentloatecl I.J:f the I'Oal d.' the Ccluft 
a~ tho ff-1X book for the uae ot the Col• 
le,:·torJ anu when the Aa~••eor'• book 1e 
1n two or more volu•~u~, meb. extena1 on 
shall be .:Jade 1n all aacb vol~a, and 
each volume ~hall ~,. aut;hent.1oate4 bJ' 
t.iii9 Clerk w1 th tbH fH~el o1' the Cout"t. 
Jmd. upon a fa 1lure to -nak• o:..~ t euch 
ext11ns1 on of' taxee in the Aeaeaeor•e 
br>ok Ol' booka, as ttJU oaee m.&J' be, o.nd 
doli ver :.Q :e to the Gollsotor tn the 
t1me spce-e1f10<1, the t::;.ount,- Gow· t &hall 
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Honorable .J:·orrest ~;mi th. July 27, 1.933 

deduct twenty pei, cer1tum !'rom the 
a~u>unt of .fees whieh m.&J be due the 
-Glork t•or '11ek1n<: such &Xt(mston. and 
eueh liascasar's uook, with tha taxes 
so exter;ded therein, sk.lS.ll te call eel 
the "')}U Hook••. ,. 

It wlll i:oe noticed that b,, the amendment to ~~eotlon 
9876 the Aaseasor•s .-;eook whon corrected and ad.1uated., excGpt 1n 
St., Lo te 01 t:y ~ 1s to be authenticated bJ thr~ seal oi' the County­
Gourt n:nd the Assesso-r • s book when so a.uthent1eated :t.s to ce used. 
by tho collector as and for the 11'1:ax "dook 11

• :ibsreas • under 
faction 9876 Revised f:~tatutes .U1ssour1 1929 the clerk of the county 
court,. except in st. Louis City, was req:J!red to w.ake a copy of the 
Asr-:easor'e book, euch eop::r to Le authent;!ct\ted m1d del1verod to the 
collector as and f'or tho uTax oook". 

Certain provisions are made in the statutes whereby 
persons or corporations own1n{>; aaeeesed pro;;erty may appear be:fore 
eou.nty toards of equalization, the State :.'ax Comm:tas.ion e.nd the 
:~tat'; tSoa:rd of gqual1zatlon 1 for the purpose o:f eorrectin,:; and 
adjusting asseaamen!~s ~de hy a.eseasora and if ani afte.r such 
corr')et:lons and. adjustmants aro- made• then the tax books are ready 
for delivery to the respective tax collector:a so that taxes :-:tay be 
collected., 'L'be assessments :iado by tounshlp assessors roo:y be 
corrected and adjuated the same as aasaa8menta :nade by count7 
8.SSG88or."IIJ• 

Dealing w1 th counties under township organ:1:tat10fl 
and w! th the aseoeament and collection or taxes 1n the respective 
townships in t~he roapeet1vo counties where auch law 1s in er-rect. 
tectlon 123.28 Hev1sed St.atutes .~lasour1 1929. provides: 

"The asseaaor* * shall ~ * proceed to 
taka a list of the taxable property ot 
his to;'msh1p end assess the value thereof 
1n acoorda.nco w! th tll$ ov 1a1ono f4 the 
fi!neral lawsol' th18'8te.ta in ra If, -
to the aiieiement o'1:' real aii'd arson ............. ~·- .... -~.........,... 
nr.opertz b{ .2,.0.,!UltY as~eaaor.~, l!! a 
'\htnr:r ,eer ain1nr !a t.;be dit!eh'\I',Sint~ of' 

· hla o fie!ai dut ea. exce;et ~eg the 
iiiiiie maz ~ 1nconeit't.2n..t With t .­

. Brov1e;.Q!!! 2L ~ a:r:t:.!.C!!!.•~~ ~· * u 

.After such aseoesments a.re made snct:ton 12330, 



uonorable Forrest Smith 

dlreetin the disposition o the aeseaament 11et made by the 
township a~see~or. provldeet 

".tie shall 1 !la with the county clerk ~~ i& 

all ot' the aaseaamHnt lists taken by hlm,. 
wW.ch lists shall ra ~sen.~ 1: ~· the cle:r"' ,..........,_ .---... ----:_~ ......... ,....,..._.... .... ~:..a. 
_u now J2t'OV~P:~ ~ law •. ;·•~·~ 

ijltb re.ferenee to the duties ot' th& var1.ous county 
clerks ln counties operating under township organization law, 
und wi tb respect to tbo collection o.t· taxee • ~~eotton 12320 
px·ovides e.s :t'ollowsa 

"The county clerk shall cause a copy 
of the fUYseasment roll of each t:ownahlp 
h'~ their Mtlpective eount1E:H:J• with the 
t.uoa extended thereon. to be dell verFJd 
to tbe collector of :eueh t.ownllh.ip ~ on 
or before the dr:~y in each :voar1 as f'ixed. 
b;v· law, when taxes becO!De due. 

;::.ectl on 9Bcl0 pr-ov1dee thrd~ as soon af', :'lay t;e after 
tL~oa tax book f'or each rear has been eQrrected and adjusted the 
eo~..~ty courta shall cause the same to te delivered to the i?~'~P!!: 
C<,llector. who shall give h1s reoe1pt there,to:r to tho coUllt}' 
clerk. 

Section 9001 requ.ires the collector to s1 ·n a 
receipt t'or the t.a,x book and this receipt shall be emorsed. on 
t.l.t.e aggregate aLstract of' the taxes assesaed ana 1:.o be eolleeted, 
which abatract li&Uln.g au.ch reeelp t shall be troans:•d t ta4 by the 
county cl.e·t-k to the State Auditor. 

Th~ aect1ons abovEt quoted ant ro.t'erred to a~ foun4 
in Chapter 59 • Rev1•ed Statutes ~uaaour1 1929. 

Section 9976 provides as followst 

n'rhe ter.·;. 1tae~e~eor'' ox· 'ss.s~~aaoren, 
wheJ>evar used 1n this chapter, s.hall be 
held 1<0 merm ond re.fer to county, town• 
ship, city~ town or dlstriet aatu)ssore, 
as ~ case ''l18.V require. The term 
ucolleetorn OJ' "cvllaeto:rs 0

, Wtlorever 
·used in th1e ''ilfl:i)ter.ar~all be held to 
r;1ean and refer to the county,toWl'U!Ih1p. 
city, town ot• dlstr:tet eolleetors.as the 
caElo :may requ1 re .• " 
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~.'e do !;ot see ~~herein So:nate Bill Numb-er 50 
ehangos the duties of' the various eounty elerke W1 th reference 
to the eollect1 on or tues ln count1ee u:nder t ovmsh1p 
organization. The township asceetmr !s required to taka lists 
of taxable property tn his township nnd aseess t~ value thor&O.f 
aceordin · to law. Sueb e.sseesor upon taklll, such list 1a 
required to 1'1le the original lists 1r1th the county clerk ot 
hia county ana by the law t~lle county clerk is requll"ed to keep 
euch l!ats 1n his o.f:clce. and the clerk is turth&r ~equ!r&d by 
.law to make a copy ol' such assessment lists or assessmant rolla 
with tha taxoa as lev1dd ty t:ho proper authorities extsmiad 
thereon, ond such cop; of such asseemnent rolls shall be 
delivered to the collector or tho township and the receipt of 
the eol.l!}ctor taken tha.r-efor auu the receipt snd.orsed on the 
ag;c;regata abstract of the assessment roll. The copy ot: the 
aase&S!'Jl;,'1nt roll so dolivered by tlk1 county olork to tho townsblp 
colleetor becomes the nfax &ok!l of and £or the township collector. 

~.:.ootion 9Jr77 Laws 19331 page 422, llm1ts the faBs 
the county clerk :t>I~ 2:a~e1ve to ton cents per hundred ~vorde end 
1'1,-~J·es for all words utt~ 1'1gures tlX~~11ded bv !.!!.!!! 1n making out 
the to~ book- vitiereas ~>tlction 9677hev1sid 'ttatutes .•Iiasour1 
19:;"::9 allowed ~ . .r..a county clc1rk ten can ta per hundred words and 
.f!(;uroc for :;1alcin ~ the ·ta.1• book. The &l'Jl6ndmcnt o.f f;eet1on 
9877 w1 th re:faronee t-o .roes was ~:'£@ to conform to tho work to 
be done undor the amendment to ~ect!on 9876. 

':'e doubt \'\bethel ... ~:.ectlons 9e76 and 9877 Revtaecl 
;-tatutos Mial\our! 1929• had reference to tax books to be .furnismd 
collectors where th,:.:~ •;ownsh1p organization law was in effect. but 
rntl1er . that tho duties of too county- clerk w1 th re:f'ei>ence to tax. 
books to oo .f'urniehad township collectors were and arc: ,:ovGrned 
b;~, th.G sections oJ· the statuto above quotoo !"ela t1ng to eountlos 
under township organtzatian~ and that t..he .fe:s:s of' a count;y clerk 
for ~akin':~ the tax book to be t'urnishad township collectors ware 
and ar•'l ~~oyerned. by auooivtslon 2 c>f ;'.ect1on 1000'7. Hev!sea Statute• 
i:U.saourl• 1929. wb.1ch subdivision reads as follows: 

u:For makln£?; a copy ol' the tax book 
:for th•'3 use oi' Lh:J collector. lnclud• 
in;; eert1::.1cato anJ. sottl to tho S&!"lle,. 
:ro:t.· evaey hl.mdrect worcia an..:.:. f if::,'"Ul'OS • tan 
cants, -OIIle•half to tje paid by the state. 
t;ho other h&l.f by tho county;i.'or making 
an abstract o.t· the assessor's book Lor 
the atate auditor, five dollars, ani 1JJ. 
add1t1on thr:>:reto fifty cents for every 
ono hund.recl tllousand dollars • worth or 
p1•operty on such abstr-act. to be paid b7 
the state. tt 
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It 1 s the op1n~_on of th1a Depart1118nt that 
::-,anate B111 Number 50 1n novt1se ~rl!'.pa!.red or enlarged 
tho duties of the county clerks in tbe reepaet!ve counties 
1n th!e stata 'N't1ere town.shlp ox·ganizat!on law la i.n e.t'ie!!t 11 
w1 th ra!'orenee to mak1nt; and authenticating t:ax lwoks 
for tho usa oc.· towne111p collectors or the tees of' the 
corontJ elerlu~ tbercrtfor., 

APPROYEJ)a 

.ftrJY. -iexrl'fR'fCC 
Attorney General. 

G !_'[,d!LR'l' lJ1 1m 
A.IS1Bt&t'"lt Attorney Heneral, 


