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Lonoraile rorrest Smith
Stats Auditop
dJofferaon Ulty, i issour

Taar ure miths

Tule Departmen®. acknowlsdges receipt of jour
lettsy dated ay 22, 1933, as followst
"ile depertaent woul i be pleased
to eve an opinlon of the Attorney
wenaral as to whether Loneate o111
o0, as [lnell; pessed snd a:preed
L0, 18 &opllicable to counties
aavin. townshi) organlization,®

venats 11} bumier 50 about which you inquire 1is
now found 1n Laws 1933, pu;e 421, teotlon 9876, 1a es follows:

“is soon as the Assassor's book ahall

be corrected and edjusted, the Clerk

ot the Loumiy Lourt, except in Lt.Louls
Uity, siall, wlithin ninety dayes thoreafter,
gxtend the texes thereln in proper colu:ns
sropared for such extens one, which

with the taxse 0 extended therein,

be anthentliecated Ly the asa)l of the Court
a® tha fux ook for the use of the Cole
le-tory and when the Ascsssor's Look 1s

in two or more volumse, mch extonsion
shiall be nade ir all such volumes, and
each volume rhall ‘e suthenticeated by

tiie Clerk wlth the esoal of the Court,

Ard upon & fallure to nake out such
extonsion of teaxes in the Assoszor's

took or books, ar tiw case may be, and
doellver :s: to the Collactor in the

time sp=ciiled, the County Cowrt shsll
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deduct twenty per centum from the
anount of fees which may be due the
Clork for makin: such sxtonslilon, and
such Assessor's itook, with the taxcs
80 exte:ded thereln, simll {e called
the "igx book". "

It will be notlced that . the amendment to iectlion
9876 the Asseasor's Look whon correeted and adjusted, except in
S5t. Lo 18 Cliy, 18 o be authentlicated by th: scal of the County
Gourt snd the Assessor's book when so suthenticated 18 to te used
ty tho collector as and for the “rax Hook", /hereas, under
fection 9876 Revised SHtmtutss :lssourd 1820 the clerk of the county
court, except In St. Louls Jilty, waes required ito make a copy of the
Assessor's book, such copy to Le authen~icated ard delivered to the
colloctor as and for the "Tax sSook".

Certalin provisions are made in the statutes whereby
persons or corporations ownin: assessed prouerty may appear before
county boards of equalizatlion, the State Tax Commission- end the
“tats domrd of Hquallizatlon, for the purposs of correctin: amd
ad justingz assessmen’s nade Ly assessors and if and after such
corr-etions and adjustments arc mede, then the teax books are ready
for delivery to the respective tax collectors so that taxes nay bve
colleected, 'The assesaments =ede by townalilp assessors may be
corrccted and adjusted the same as assesements made by county
asssssOrs.

. Dealin; with counties under townsiilp organization
and with the assosament and collection of tmxes 'n the respective
townships in the respective countles wiere such law 1s 1in effect,
tectlion 12328 Hevised Statutes wissouril 1929, providest

"The assessors# # shell ¥ # proceed to
take a liat of the taxable property of
his tovnship end assess the value thereof
in sccordance with the provisions of the
ceneral lews o. tiils steto in relsationm
to the assessment ol real end
property Dy cCounty @SEessors, n all
hince pertainin- to the dlecharging of
‘his officia dutfbs except when the
same miy be incona htenr W th t e
 provisions o : this article.: = # "

ai'ter such assessmenis are made Scetlon 12330,
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directin: the disposition o the assessment list mada‘hy the
townaship assoesor, providess

"ie shall i1le with the county clerk « =
all ol the assessmant llsts taken iy hiim,
whici; 1ists shall o kept anggg‘g%ggg
B8 now EI“'OVing: -:I M“;:w%ﬁ

with reference to the dutlies of the various county
clerks in eountles operating undor tomnship orgesnization law,
and with respect to the collecection of taxes, Section 12320
provides as followsy

"Ine county clerk tchall cmusze a copy

of the assessmont roll of each itownship
in thelr respective countiss, with the
taxes extonded thereon, to be deliversd
to the collector of such township, on

or before the day in eoach y@ar& B8 Tixed
by law, when taxes become due,

section 9580 provides that as soon as nay e after
te teax book for each rear has besn corrected sand adjusted the
county courtz shall cause the samo to te delivered to the proper
collector, wiw shell glve his reeeipt therefor to the county
clerke. .

Section 9881 requires tie collector to sl n e
receipt for the tex book and this receipt shall be srdorsed on
the aggrepgate austract of the taxes assesaed and %o he collected,
which sbstract Learine: such reeceipt shall be trans=lited by the

county clérk to tho State Auditor.

 The sections above guoted and referred to are found
in Chapter 59, Revised Statutes Wissouri 19208,

Saction 9976 provides as iollowss

“The ter: "arsessor® or ‘essessoras’,
wherever used 'n this chapter, siell be
held to meen and refer to county,towns
shilp, city, town or district assessors,
&8s tha cass uay require, The term
"eollector” or "collectora", wnerever
used in this chapiter,sell be neld to
nean snd refer to the county,townshlp,
city, town or distriet collectors,as the
case may require."
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we do ot sec whereln Uenate B11l Number 50
changes the dutles of the varlious county cleris with reference
to the collection of taxes In counties under townshlp
organization. The townshlp assessor 1ls required to teke lists
of texable property in hils township and asceas the value thorsof
accordin to law, Such assesgsor upon tekin: such list is
required to file the original lists withh the county clerk of
his county &nd Ly the law the county clerk is required to heep
such listz in his of:ice, and the clerk is furthsr requirsd by
law to meke & copy o such assessment llats or assessmeant rolls
with the taxos as levied Ly the proper authoritics extondod

hereon, ond such copy of such assessment rolls shall be
delivered to the collector oi tho township and the recelipt of

the colloctor teken thaorefor and the reeceipt sndorsed on the
ag-regate abstract of the assessment roll. Tha copy of the
assessment roll so dolivered by the county clerk to the teownsuilp
colleétor becomes tho "fax Hook" of and for the township collsctor,

Goctlon 9877 Laws 1933, page 422, limits the fecs
the county elerk way repelive to ton cents per hundred words end
fiures for all words anu {lgures sxteiwded by him in making out
the tex book, wiereas Lbetion 9877 Kevised ftatutes .ilssourl
1929 ellowed tlhe county clerk ten esinita per hundred words and
flourcs feor uakin . out the tax books  The amendment of Sectlon
9877 with refercnec to ices was mude to conform to the work to
be done under the amendmsnt to Joetion 9876.

Vs doulbit whether lLectlons 9876 and 9577 Kevised
Ytatutes dissourl 1920, hed reference to tax books to be furnished
collectors where ths “ownship organization law was in offect, but
rather that the duties of the county clerk with reference to tax
books *to be furnished township ccllectors were zrxd are -ovorned
by the ssetions o the statuts above quoted rolating to enunties
under township organization, and that the fecs ol & county elerk
for mekin: the tax book to be Iurnished townskiip collectors were
and are governed by subdivislon 2 of rectlon 10007, Hevised Statutes
“issourl, 1929, wiich mbdivision reads as iollowst

Yror making a copy of the tax book

for the use of the collector, linclud-
ingz eortiiicate and seul to the sane,
ifor evary hamdrod words an: figures,ten
conts, one~hall to e peld by the state,
tho other helf by the countyjior mairing
an abstract of the assessor's book ior
the state auditor, five dollars, amd in
addltion thoreto fifty cents for every
one hundred thousand dollars! worth of
proporty on such abstract, to be paid by
the state,"
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It 18 the opinlon of this Dgpartment that |
cenate 511} Humber 50 in nowlse impaired or enlarged |
the duties of the county clerks in the respoctlve countles
in this steate winere townshlp orgenizatlion lsw 1s in efieect,
wlth reforence to makin: and authentieating tax books

for tho use n: townshlp collectors or the fees of the
county clerks therefor.

Vory truly youre,
GILARRT IAHB

Asslstant Attorney “enersl,

APPROVEDS

ROY LeLiTTRICK
Attorney Genersl.
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