
)PINION LE'rrER NO. 354 
Answered by Klattenbach 

Oct ober 27 , 1969 

Honorable o.w. Weier 
Proaeeuting Attome1 
Jetteraon County Courtho~•• 
Hillsboro, M1aao~r1 63050 

Dear Mr. Weier: 
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This ia 1n response to your opinion request concern1n6 the 
authority ot the individual pollee otticera conatituting the 
Major caae Squad ot t he Greater St. Lou1a area with reapec t to 
arreeta and search and seizure outaide or the areas tor which 
they are 1nd1vidually commiaaioned. 

In answer to your queat1on, tor t he aake or clar1tJ and 1n 
view ot the norul function ot the Squad we aaa\&U that we are 
not conaidering queationa ot "hot purauie · auch as cont emplated 
by the ·hue and cey atatute, section 544.120, RSMo 1959, or the 
authorit7 ot the peace otticera ot St . Louia CountJ.with1n the 
proviaiona ot the hot purauit atatute, Section 544.157, RSMo 
Supp. 1967. 

That 1a, it 1a our underatandlng that it is the priaaey 
func t ion ot the Major Caae Squad to aaaia t 1n prov141ng an ex­
pe41to\la aol~tion to the aore aerioua typea ot criMa; and 1n 
p~rault ot thia purpo .. , the Squad 1a organized largely on an 
e•rgenCJ and 1nveat1gat1ve baaia. 

I t is alao o~r underatanding that the Major Caae Squad or 
the Greater s t . Louia area ia ca.poaed ot repreaentativea ~t t be 
law enforcemen t agenciea ot the Greater St. Loula area in Mis­
aouri and Illinoia, including varioua peace otticera in St. 
Lo~1• County and adjoining countiea. 
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It 1a clear tbat a pace ott1cer alwa)'a retaina the •­
power to arrest aa cloea a private 1nct1 vidual. It 1a a lao clear, 
however, that. excep t f or the application of the hot purau1t · 
statute and with certain other exceptiona not relevant here 
peace o~t1eera cannot act otticiallJ outside the boundar1ea ot 
their reapect1ve Jur1ad1ct1ona. The ot~icere involved 4o not 
have normal police powera outa1de ot tbe areaa tor which they 
are 1nd1v1duallJ co.aiaa1oned. 

Very truly youra, 

JOBll C. DAIIPORTB 
Attomey General 


