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H~norable A.J. Seier 
Proaecutlag Attorne~ 
Cape Girardeau County Courthouae 
Cape Girardeau, M1eeo~1 63701 

Detar Mr. S~1er: 

OPIIflOll LE'!TD 110. 216 

Th1a aeknowled~ea reeeipt ~t your reeent letter requeating 
an opinion trOf!l thi& office as t:) whether or not there wol.lld be 
a violation ot Article 'III, Sect i on 6, of t ho M1saour1 Conat1tut1on 
tor a coordinator of a local organir.et1on for d1oaater planning t or 
Civil Defenae, appo1nted under Section 44.080, RSMo Supp. 1961, to 
appoint for service w1tb and tor t he local e1v11 detenae unit, 
either hia wife ae a paid £ecrctery or h1a son to a paid janitorial 
position. 

Secti on 44 .o8o pJ'ovidee inter a lia t or the appointment or a 
eoorcUnator tor the local or~an1cat1on. Hie duties are \herein 
aot out in general t erma. Tbe conat1tutionel provision appltcable 
1s Section 6 o~ Article VII, wblch prov1deat 

~public ott1cer ~r eaployee 1n t his state 
wh3 by virtue ~t hia office or empl oyment 
na•o• or appoint• t~ public oftie~ or emplo) ­
caent any relative within the r ourt.h d~gr•e, 
bJ can5an~u1n1ty ~r att1n1t7, ahall thereby 
forfeit h1a ottiee or oaploJaent. 

Both ~he wite and the aon ot tbe coord1n4t.~r coae within tne 
fourth degree of relationship. State v. Bll1a. 325 M,. 154; 23 
S.W. 2d 363. 

Tbia leavea tor detti~t1on ~nlr ihe queat1on or whether 
or not tbe eoordtnator comes within t he meaning of the cona t 1tu­
t1onal nepotiaa provision quoted above . BJ tta terDS . t he eona t 1-
tut1onal pr,w1a1on appl1ea t o any public officer or et1l},lu)'oe, wbo 



Honorable A.J. Seier 

makee an a_ppointaent by virtue ot hia ott1ce or employunt, and 
th1e 1ncludea the c~rdinator. 

In ~ur Y1ew tberetore, tne eaployment of •~eh peraona under 
c~~&e eire~ma~neee would conat1tute a violation of t he ncp{tiem 
prohibi t ion ot the Conet1tllt1on. 

Yours very tr~lJ, 

JOHlf C. DAJO'OR'l'ft 
AttorneJ General 

- 2 -


