
... -~·· 
•• . ~-· 'rl . 

TAXATION, ANrl REVENUE:· 
.. .. C- a---

Property acquired by county under 
provisions of Section 205.010 for 
county health center purposes is 
exempt from taxation. 

March 24, 1959 

Honor.able Earl t. Veatch 
P~osecu.t!tl-g · Attorney" 
Lewis CelUltt 
.Monticello, Missouri 

i'his is in response to your. ,equtst tor an opinion. · 
~Qn'eerning whether propiJrty •equi:r"ed under Section 205.010, 
R$!.to, Cum •. Su.pp. l9.J7 1 . providine; ff>r· the establishment and 
mai~"&e_nance _or coun_· •_ ty Jb.ea.lth centers, is taxable by the state 
or county t-axing au.~horittea. 

Your l•tt'4\r ~eada •• f();llowsl 

'ftWe would ap.·preei•te h.avin'& the. opin_ ion 
ot your ot.fi-ee eom::e:rning the t'ollowing: 

•I~ property which is anquit"$4 and main­
taine<l under the pravi$it>ns of·See. 205.-
610; 'l41sesour1 Revised Statutes, 194.9, 
subject to eta~'$ and county taxation?" 

Seetion 6 e>f Article X of the Missouri Constitution of 
1945 provides, in p$.rtl 

"All propertJ:, real ud ~raonal, of 
the .st41te# qo-uq.ties and o~ner political 
aubdi visiena_. , and nonprofit c$:mete:l:'ies, 
shall b$ exenlpt from tuation; * * *" 

_Both this provision and. Section 137.100 o£ the Revised Stat-
utes of Missouri, 1949. which reads in part: 

•The :folloWL"l.g subjects shall be 
exempt from taxation tor state, 
county or local purpqses: 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



• • • • • (2) .Laruts and «>ther p,rop­
erty belonpng ·tO ant tt1 'ty, 94un:~y 
or ether polit:Lo(ll.tubdi.vision in 
~:ltia state, inolttd;ing Rl.arket h®JI,es. 
town ha1l~ and other . publ.:lc· •th~t\l~ea k 
wfth . t)leir furtt:lture . and 4qttiPI•nt$ and 
o. n_ public squares . •. d lo-ta k•pt open tor 
baaltn, use or orn.l!Dllent; * * * " 

el.•~li. u4_1:¢.ate th~t eou.n.·t.·y p~o .. t~y ~.e.tv••. a. _protected 
taxation st•tus either ttom state or eo~ty taxa'bien. 

Section 205.010 its~lt pr-q'rid~$ that the eounty 1• '(«o 
establish, ~aintain .• manage and _f~Pf)ta•t tlteae pu.blic b~'n 
centers. Thia section does _net tilq~e the werdt,t •own." ol." 
•purohilse.tt> :Ii<>llever, tb.• word.in~ · c;l.$a;rly eonteaplate:s that 
th$ leY7 ~uJtablished b; this tJe¢t1Gn c6\ll4. be used to . pur• 
chase prop•rty to· e.ff'Ei(rtu«te . the purpoa•., entune:tated . by the 
statu.t4iA. 'Further, SeGt1<t4 20S.'.070 clein"ly prorldee for 
aequitaitit»l hy· the ¢ount.y, through gi:ft •... of real FOperty 
or 'other p:ropf.Ji"ty in eo:nneC'tion. with lj.ealth c$nters. Like­
Wise, Seetion 205 .oso provides tbat bids for the <lCl>n.strue­
tion 0'~ county health e$1te:rs are to be made in the ·same 
manner aa all other county property. · 

We are enclosing fer your fur"tth$r r~ference capitis 
of three previous opinion$ of this ortiee; one dated 
Nov~ber 1.3. 19).3, add,ressed to Honorable Elliott M. Damp£ .. · 
Prosecu. ting_ A.ttorne_ y. o£_ c_ole. Cottnty1 one. dated May.ll, 19.36, 
addressed to Honorable Fol"rest Smitn, Stat.e Auditor, and 
one dated October 13, 19)8, a<ldressed·to Honorable Roy Coyne, 
Prosecuting Attorney of Jasper County, which are related to 
the subjeet-matter o£ your request. 

CONCLUSION 

~rop&rty acquired fqr the purposes of a·county health 
cente~, as provided in Seetion 205.010,_ RSMo, Cum. Su.pp. 
1957, is county property and, eonsequent.ly,~ exempt from 
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HQnorable Earl L. Veatch 

t~ation both by t,he state and c:()unty,. within the meaning 
ot Section 6 Article X of. the Missouri.Gon$'b1tution of 
194~ ~nd Section 137~100ofthe Missouri Revised Statutes 
ot 1949 e.x4mpt1ng cou:n.ty property trom· t.uation by state, 
county or local governments. · . . . 

JBlhlc 

\ 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton · 
Attorney General 


