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Plan of reorganization of scfiool districts 

may not divide existing reorganized districts. 

November 15~ 1956 

fb1a 18 1n r-•eponae to 7otW N~eat tor opinion ot recent 
ute, which r••• .., follow•• 

"l .ou:t-4· -.Helate.. :vour ottloial opirU.on 
conee#RS.ns. a chaos• ot bOunciilWV lues of 
a aontol 4l8'bt'tOif .,..tswaed under the 
Pl'OV18lOQ ot Chapter l6J, R .a. lo. 19kl9. 

"After a ·aol'lcJol 41a1ir1cfi haa lleen en­
lu'pd. ~ oraam1H4 urt4e• th• provia1ona 
ot~-r 16,, ft·•· Mo. 1949, doee tru. 
CcnmtJ- •••" t~t ...... at1on ~ave the 
au~tton'r t:o 1nclut• flliV pOrtion ot the 
rctOJ"84Uli&e4 41atr1ct in tbe tenttoey ot 
~otn•r propoeetl enlars.- ••3o1ning 
41a,r1ct? 

"After a common achool 41e1n:•1ct haa been 
annue4 to an enl~sed aohool d.1etr1ct 
un4-er th• ~v1s1on·e of hotton 165.3<)0, 
R.J. •~ 1949, 4oea th• Count¥ Board ot · 
tldu.oats.on have the auther1ty to include 
the annexe4 poi'tion ot well enlarged 
d1atr1et 1n the territoey of another 
pr<>poae4 enlarged adJo1n1ng district? •• 

On Janual7 14 .. 1949. tbie ott1ce rend.ered an opinion to 
Honorable Hubert Wheeler 1 copy enoloaect, Wll.erein 1t waa held that 
the eountr board. ot edueat1on .in p;roposinQ enlarpd .d1str.1cta did 
not have the power to d1v14e an existing district~ that the plan 
ot reorsantsation must 1nclu4e the whol• district and not merely 
a p.wt ih.ereot. 



ln- 1955 ,_. the. Leatalature enaetd. HQ\lee .·IUl. No_~_ 5-6,. noli.· 
$$C1i1on 165 .685 .. ll8;,. C'W'Ih. 8\ipp •. 1., ... wnkfl rct:..Sa. 8.1$ tollOWJC 

"tn• ree ....... 1ns. -~·•• 80qanta•~C»'l. plane,. •u o<tunt¥: boaa-4. of· ~.,,C»l, mar 
cl1v14e•· atatin&• unnQrpnt•"· u•t:r:14'•· 
11· .uch: cU~111a1on. 1• 1ft, tu. beat. a;ntete•-• 
ot· ttle• o~n:. am~· plaoe:..., t>Ol'tion. 1n 
all¥ propO•M enl~ 41etrio.,:.. lt· a 
to"tton ot· the 'ern~ ot· ttll'll' 4,.t:t.-to• 
has: -. ..... ~rpo~•h«l m a ~~t•-

clt_·· ... ·atr·_.i. •.· •.·· ••.. the: rtuta.·~mc.::: = 1. m_.·.· .. : ·...,.. ···.·.~·.····.·· •. 0 HOiJM a ~- ot ~ d.,. · .. · . ' .·. :· Cll:bl"t9:t . ., 
Pot- the plUIJ)OM ot· 8'1.\Cb ·•leo. too. i;n• / 
qualU1e4 voters o:f' fN.Ol:l .. ~· ot· a 41.•t~1ct 
shall eall a ap•o1al Mot.~Qa tn4 vote em. 
the p~e1tion u· p~vu:ect· ~ sfttii.® 16S.300. 
It tht vemawna ~ o.f.J'hl' Uv14414 41atr1ct 
ta11a ·"'>·lt•••• a .. part. of a. ·~eorg.anl&M 41a• 
triet _wlth1n $U';t7· clqa w ••• not lllMt tne 
re~1~t• or oot:t011 liS~l rr, tht part 
shall be ann••« b7 the eCtUR·'J. bflaro. to an 
adJotning d1str1et, 'tbe anneae4 terr$t<JZ'f 
shall bte:ome a part· ot tn• t-eMiVing 41s• 
t:t1ot upon receipt b1 the eec~etaf')l' or 
clerk of such cl1atri~t-ot no\iee of auch 
anne-.tion trom the countr b<!iarcl. " 

sy $pee1tytng in this section 'bha't the plan of reorganization 
might d1V14e existing Y!lt!~ 41_,•t-r_1cta,. we believe 1t clear 
that the L&g1elature iiitiiiled· ··· · · the plan could not divide re• 
o:rgariized difJtriets. 

After a eonunon district haG 'been annftxed to an enlar~ed 
di.strict under the prov1s1on$ ot hct1on 165_.300_. RSMo 1~9. it 
is as much a part ot the enlar$84 tllstriot aa it 1 t had be.n 
included as a part e;t the enlarged 41str1et 1ri the original plan · 
ot reo-rsan1zat1on. Cons.aquently, tne &atn$ principle would be 
applicable .. and to include that portion ot the enlaraea district 
in th$ territory ot another proposed enlarged d1$tr1ot would be 
diviaion of the reoraa.ntzed d1etr1.ot, which 1s not permi.asible. 

lt is thf!! opinion oft-his ott1oe that a plan of reorganization 
px-oposed by the eounty board ot education nta1 not <11 vide existing 



reoqwzeca d.tstnot•~ and this 1s true whether ·the territoru 
•ou_ht. to be in,~~~"_·· .. ·. l_ ... n_· anf)th. ep :P._&-"_ooJX) .• .. CHI_ ~~~-~. ttiatrict was · 
pa.rt ot the orJ.atnU plan of ~·o~c•tion CJt:t •• added by 
annexat1~n" . · · · · · 

bw ill¥ ':.m-.=;,.:~~1!:~ l htreby a,pprove; IW.8 Pl'O~ 
• • • • ' !•' • • ,. . . 

JOHN II DALTON .· ' . . . . . . .. •. 

· ·Attomey G•lleral 


