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· FIR~RMs.: 
·Fir.earms. ·which do not have stamped upon them the n&me of 
the maker of the serial number may not be purchased by a· 
Missouri resident and brought into Missouri,. 

December 29, 1955 

Hourable J. W ~ Qrossenheid.er 
Pre,ecutiq Attorney 
Laclede County 
Le~~n. Missouri 

Dear' Sir: 

Your recent request for an ot:ticial oplaion reads: 

"One ot the residents of Laclri• OouJ1tY is-
an antique tit"earm oollee\or. In ord'er·to 
purchase some old f:LreQrma which. have no 
£erial nutlbel"s or 1d~Ultiftcat1•n on them from 
t.h• $tate of California h• needs some sert or 
permit trem the State o£ Missouri • We h(lVe 
searohed. tkrough the statutes :Lncluding.s.-c­
tion J64.620·')0-640. but we do not believe 
that these statutes are applicable to thi• 
si tua. tiott. 

ftGan you advise this office what sort o£ a 
permit an antique firearm collector must ob~f.~n 
in order to .purchase antique firearms from either 
statee and in order to keep a collection of an• 
tique firear-ms and Will you advise us what stat• 
utes are applicable to such a flituation.tt 

All seetion references will be to RSMo 1949. 

sectiou 564.610 threugh S61;.660l referte4 tQ you, pertain . 
to weapon$ whicl;l, by reason o.f their s·ze, are capable of being 
concealed about the person. For that reason these sections would 
not have any application to WE!&pons which were not thus capable 
or concealment. 

Section 564.620 reads as follows: 

"No wholesaler or dealer therein shall have in 
his possession £or the purpose of sale. or shall 
sell• any pistol 1 revolver, or other firearm of a 
size w}tich may be concealed upon the person, which 
does nqt have plainly and permanently stamped upon 
the lll$tallic portion thereof* the trademark or name 
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·ot i)he·· ••r, . the· mo<l$1 •· \!l'lt. ·•eJ:t:t.al tac~n 
JlW$b$;t'. ~~~()t., wh1ch n•'b•:r ehA~.~ no~ be . the 
eame ·•• .~bllt t>f', .~ ... qtJt•~ t\\ch. ,w.apqa ot the Qt.Jne 
mod~l ·••• 1>11. ~lle • ., .. , ~-r~ -~ the l'la.kft, and 
n9 wb,ol~iUl$~- ·or rtta1,1 , 4e~t~ .. the~t~. tball b&..-e 
·.1n ~ po..se:~a~o~ t91l ;bJ:'l~ fU-~'~o'S'~ .. ~t bale, or shall.. 
ee.ll~ ~ 1\l.C,l\ wea.pon \iaftl.$,sa be keQP. •• Ml and. cqan• .. 
pletQ l' .. con . qt 8;\Wh;: 4eJ:l~J:!.p~~t.ln ot . tut)h tf.t:t.pqn,. tbe 
nam.. a.n4 -.4<b'es• ot ~he. petteon trom wbollfi\U.'t4ba$&4 
aoo to whOJn •ld,· th• <t•tt o.t auoh pUXtcha&t o~ 111•, 
and. 1A .t,h~: o~e <:)t, lift;~-.~~u~ ttl' <1a,~.e o.t · t~e pe~ll11t 
~ t!Uil .~ .of ~h,e.;t'll~Ol\tf;. . 01t:rk. ~~t~ .tll~ .S$tr1e1 
~leA l'tt<U~~ ~· ~~: OJ'~~·. to itl8PQ~t1,0A .J.t.. ~~;1 t1mes 
.b7 4Al. po,licG ott~oer.. o ... o.tber pea.c~ · Q.ttic• ot this .-tate·.u····· : · .. ·.· ··'····· ,, .··. · · ···. 
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sectiC,n ·so·4~63o J-~8: · · 
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.. 
: ! ; • ~ ', i · . • • ' , I ' < • ' : .: , • • , 

••.1.• . No: :»e,.on,: · ottt~ t~ap .a ~ac,\~ Qr Whole· 
a.al'~ t~~o(. ~o •. Q.r·.· ~~a.0f+ wnol,e.sal~ .·~~ •. wretail. ·de-:· 

. e,_. tibe~tnf .~Ql;' t,lUJ pypp, -.s .of c~r.o•, ehall d1 
... Qt~, ~~ Q\dt~o:tlt 1)w ... •••1, .. bQn;-ow., lou# stv• 
awa,~, .. ~r~4e.., .b,~$.~~~:. deliver· <>r ~ce,iv,, in $hie state, 
any· P1c:Jto1, nvolverc ot otn.r t1"""' Qt a size W'~oh 
may be .oonce&led \1P011. tbe pe~•o~~ un~ts1 the buye~~ 
borrow•~· or P~.tt'S()n .. l'flo$1f~ng. auon.we..,on ~1. t1:ret 

. obt~ .anti «•l!vt$.tf. tO,,t' .·U.i.4 the. s.a. be . del~Ull\ded and 
~eceived,. bY', ·t~ ··~e~le.~~: ~oan,er, Qr pe~eon de11v~,1Jta 
sueh weapon. Within t~;-ty. <Jqa atte~ . the teauance 
ther.«>t,.-. per:mtt autllor111J1S au.c:h pe~aon t& acquire 
attch·.we.apon.. · · · 

tte, SU..cl'l pentd.t siUUl ~ uau.ed by the ci~t clerk 
ot tllt OOW11W iri whi()~ t~e a.ppl~eint tor a peNit re­
sides in th1• stat.~~ .:tt tbe sher1tt be aat1at1.ett· that 
the p~r•on {1pp~y1.ng tor ~he $atne .is ot sood mo.,al cJ:l.ar ... 
aoter ·an4 ot .lawful a.a~ .. ·apd t.hat the gr&ntirta of' tb.e 
sam- w~11. not. endanser 'he public safety. lfhe perlll.1t 
ahali "olte th.; d$.tEJ C)t the· isauance thtnot an4· that 
the · u• 1$ invalid atttr thirty days ~~r t,lle satd 
da~·e. the .~ and ad4resa ot th•. p$r*'on to .f!hom pant.­
ed llUl4 ot the p~raon ~om whom a~(lh weappn $-IJ . to be ac• 
qu1red1 the nat\Q?t of the tr4fl.l3aot1Qn, ~.f. t\111 d~· 
scription at suoh weapQn, 4n4 fbal.l b• ooun~e~aigned 
by the p~rson to WhO!I$~inted in the.p;resen6e otthe 
circuit clerk. The circUit eler~ sh.all receive there ... 
tort a tee ot titty c•nts. • ~ · · · · · · ·. 

'f,3. It the permit be useci1 the person receiving the 
same shall t:'etru.rn 1t to the circuit clerk within 
thirty.days afte~ the' expiration., With a n&'ta.tion 
tl:le~E!O~ ~ho\fill$ the da~e and manlier ot the dispos1- · 
tion ot such weapon. The circUit clerk s~ll keep 



a ·Mcol.'d Qt$Jil ~ppl..S.cat#.pt\1_ fur •~ch _pero~ite 
4114 bia > ~t·l<:tn ~ereon~ ~- eba.ll p#e.aerve all 
returne<i :~\a~ · . ":.. .,· ', p .. : , 

"4~ . No_p(;l~so~ 4b-a.11 1~ W tllta~r ~t~~~ a1te~ 
or oMns•·· ~ web. p~rrd.i. ~ · .UI<e • fa~a$ notation 
t_. -~-~•.on Qf'_ -~_l>1lt!_u_ .. ·._ the_· ._. ·.•;: ... _.~ .. ; l.lPQ~ ~--· . ta __ ._·_ : __ 1ee_._ ·re.pr.a_ . · .. sen_._··. • .... "' .,1 ·· · t •t... •1 · .. :...1 • · · k · · · .a""'"""' · •~ · · · ·· ·. e 'v&.v, on . 0 TAI.t w NW4~ .0.· '!.fK sr~~na ¥ue fJ&Ulw.t or 
\lft OJ.' 1.\teJIPt to ·Use 4 ~t panted to $in"ber. 1" . ~ ' . ' . ' ' . . ' 

Sectiol;\ '64.64o J,-t&da as toll~:· 

~_:;_s~~r_.~~be-~:~:l:_~t~batl'O_ ~1. i~•p.~_ !~' r~ 
o~ oorPol'a:~t9n •\d.~. or wt'ho1.tt the ll.a.t&, ot e.ny 
ptnt?ll ~vo1ver c.w oth•r ftl'tai:'ln ot a siae Which 
MY' 1>$ oonctal.e4 \ll)On tl\t pe:pson, i;~t ia not stamped 
as r.ectuin<r b):· $$ctte;n S64.6to; ~d no pt~son ~ball · 
bw·· o~ ot,h,~#f!J $.0<1~"; the por;,a•ssion ·ot w such 
article . unless h& aball ba'ft tust proc~ a ~itten 
p~rinit eo· to do trom tht oU¢u1p ote]ltk ot ~ (lounty 
;rd:~i~. ==~~til';~.~;g,.e, tn tne ma~ as pre-

bam _the abo~ :tt..ol.ftWlf '-W·•~• that tn or<Jt.J~ to PW<.l~e 
t_b.e_ ' ' 4tltj.q~ t_:L~~~ tt_. ·u _aect•~ t.b.a_t 4the .Pur_ cl1a$9.r aoq,~ 
the per.mtt whieb 113 the .m'bJf#ct ot f)e.ctiOl). 56 .630, aup~a. 

It is ~eo ole~ tMt ~ct1onJ 564.6!0 a.nd 564•640, 1\lP~.,~- r•· 
quue . firtarms purchlf.sed . u.ndfW th' permit rete~if.C. ~·- in SE;e~iQn 
564.030 to. ~ve, ·•t·pe.~ntly. eti!Uttped upon tlte . •tal.Ue portion th~­
ot, the tr&de~k Ol? -.ll$ ot . the n!Ake:rl the model and the ''rial rae,.. 
t017 Qumber tlwfreot, wb.ioh number $hall not be the sGe e.s tbat_ot ft 
ot~r such weapon of thtt same mod~l -.n<t ma.df;l by the same tnakctr * * *• 

All Qt "tM trllov~ u pertec:blY clear and pl~in so tar· as ~--
4m8 ~ concerned.- which oal'~ the etamp1nss rQterre4 to in Seoti;on 
;64.6!0, 'but you rettrre.d to tue~e Whieb· were tlWll.tl'a~~ 'b~tore 
any ot the stQ.lUpinS;s .;-ef~~d ~o il1 Seotio~ 564.620 were J'eq~~ by 
law to be plaot;td upou. t~a~s. Si~e thea.e firearms referred to by 
you do not nave the req~d. s~1J1Sfi, lol l1tet'al oonstruoi:;ion o.f 
Seet1ona ;64.6to_. ;64 .. 630, and. '64•ol.J.01 would rQs.ult. 1n ~ s1~uat1,.on 
ip.· which there wo~d be:_no possible legal way ;tn wh1~h_i pti)r$on ~n 
Miasouri Qould bW &}ld b1;1ng in.tc> Missouri the unste.mped . tlr'~~ 
now in Oa.l1fortl1a... can it be a$14 that th~ Missouri Legisl&ttU'$ . 
Wb:1o-h en.a.eted tht iboV$ $t·ct1onG ot law intended such 4 result? We 
e.(Umot believe that they did, but w. do ~lieve tJ:ui.t auch is the re­
sult ot their les1slation. 
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It 1s the opinion of this t1epa.rt111ent that ti~ which do 
not hAve at-.mped · tWOn th.em t.h.$ name· ~t. the maker or . tbe · ·EJerial tlUIQ­
'ber aa&7 not be pucha.sed by a Mlss()wt · ~sident and broU(£ht into M!s­
sour1. 

'lh.e toreSfllnS. opinion, which I here by approve, wa.e prepared 
by -.v aaa1stant, HUSh ·P. Williamson. 

HPV/14 

Very truly y-ours, 

Jobn M. Dalton 
Attorney Gent~al 


