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“Firearms which do not have stamped upon them ﬁhe’n&melof

8 FIEE/?XRMS ~ the maker of the serial number may not be purchased by a-

Missouri resident and brought into Missouri,

Fl LE | | December 29, 1955

Honorable J. W. Grosaenheider
Prosecuting Attorney

Laclede County

Lebanon, Missouri

Dear Siri

Your recent raQaest_f@r an official opinion reads:

"One of the residents of Laclede County is
‘an antigque firearm collector. In order to
purchase some old flrearms which have no
gorial numbers or identification on them Irom
the State of Californis he needa some sort of
permit from the State of WMissouri, We have
searched through the statutes including Sec~
tion 564,620-630-640, but we do not believe
that these statutes are applicable to this
situation,

#Can you advise this office what sort of &
permit an antique firearm gollector must obtain
in order to purchase antique firearms from other
states and in order te keep a collection of an-
tique firearms and will you advise us what stat-
utes are applicable to such a situation.”

All section references will be to RSMo 1949.

Seetion 564,610 through 564.660, referred te you, pertain
to weaﬁsns which, by redson of their sige, are capable of being
concealed about the person., For that reason these sections would
not have any application to weapons which were not thus capable
of concealment.

Seation 564.620 reads as follows:

"No wholesaler or dealer therein shall have in

his possession for the purpose of sale, or shall
sell, any pistol, revolver, or other firearm of a
sisze which may be concealed upon the person, which
does not have plainly and permanently stamped upon
the metallic portion thereof, the trademark or name
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of the maker, the model and the serial factory
pumber therecf, which number shall not be the
same a8 that of any other such weapan of the same
model made by the same maker, and the maker, and
no wholesale or retail de&ier therein shall have

An his possession for the purpose of aale, or shall
‘gell, any such weapon »'-ess he keep & full and cam»“
plete record. of such deseription of such weapon, the
name and address of the geruan‘fram 'whom purchased
and to whom sold, the date of such purchase or sale,
and in the case of retailers the date of the permit

~ and the name of the c¢iroult clerk granting ‘the same,
which record shall be open to inspection at all times
ggégny galice arfiaerﬁar ether pe&ae arriae of this

Section ‘564@*.636 ‘:"éaas' R

"1, Na person, other than a manufacturer
salep thereof to or from a wholesale o a@tail dea1~
. er therein, for the purposes of commerce,
reetly or indireetly ug, sell, borrow, loan,
amay, trade, barter, deliver or recaive, in this seate,
1stol, vevolver or other firearm of & size which
e ¢oncealed upon the persen, unless the buyer,
Aberromar or person réceiving such weapon shall first
 obtain and deliver to, and the same be demanded and
received by, the seller, loaner, or person delivering
. sueh weapon, within uhi rty days after the lasuance
-thﬁﬁéﬁrg a permit authoriming such person to acquire
»Buﬁ w&a@‘ Qe :

“2, Buch permit shall be 1ssuad by the circult clerk
of the county in which the applicant for a permit re-
sides in this state, if the sheriff be satisfied that
the person apgaying for the same 1s of good moral char-
acter and of lawful age, and that the granting of the
game will not endanger the public gafety. The permit
ghall recite the date of the ispuance thereof and that
the same is invalid after thirty days after the said
date, the name and address of the person to. whom grant-
ed and of the person from whom such weapon 18 to be ac-
quired, the nature of the transaction, and & full de~
seription of such wedpon, and shall be countersigned
by the person to whom granted in the presence of the
circuit clerk. The circuit ¢lerk shall receive there-
far a fee of fifty cents.!.

*3, If the permit be used, the person receiving the
game shall yeturn it to the cireuit clerk within
thirty days after the expiration, with a notation
thereon showing the date and manner of the disposi-
tion of such weapon. Ths eircuit elerk shall keep
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& vecord of a1) applications for such permits
and his action thereon, W shall preserve all
returnad peraits, .

"L, mo pe;-sm simil in w ma:mer transfer, alt:ar
oy change any ‘such rmit or make a false notation
thergon or obtain upon &ny false rapraaen*
tation to the éir&uiﬁ jark granting the same
use or a&tamp# to use & f;,mgt granted to ana%her

seetian ﬁéh‘éaﬁ ra&dﬁ as SGXZQwu

"No ersqn w&thin this atat& anail 1eage, buy op in
ge progure the possession from any person, firm
- ar garporatiangw1;.v .oy without the state, of any
pistol, revolver or other firearm of & size which
' may be concealed ugan the persen, that is not atamped
a8 required by Sec 1en,56 +620; and no person shall
buy or otherwise acquire the possession of any such
artieze inless he~ahall have f£irst procured & written
permit g0 t6 4o from the gircult clerk of the county
&n which such’ persﬁﬁ,resiaas, 1n the mannar as pro-
vided in section 564.6

From the above it clearly appeara that In order to purchase
these antique firearms, it is necessary that the purchaser acquire
the permit which is the subject oflﬁecﬁaen 56,6 s BUPYA.

It is also alear that BSections 56#.620 and 564.6&0 BUDYS, e~
quire firearms purchased under the permit referrdd to in sectien
564,630 to have, "permaneéntly stamped upon the mstallie portion therve-
ef, the trademark oy name of the maker, the model and the gerial fac-
tory number thereof, which number shall not be the same as that of anz
other such weapon of the same model and made by the same maker » #

All of the above is perfectly clear and plain so far as fire~
arms ere conterned, which carry the staumpings referred to in Section
564,620, but you referred to firesrms which were manufactured before
any of the stampings referred to in Section 564.620 were required by
law to be placed upon firearms. since these firearms referred to by
you do not have the reduired stampings, a literal construction of
Sections 564.620, 564.630, and 564 s Would result in a situation
in which there would be no possihle 1@@&1 way in whic¢h 8 person in
Missouri could buy &nd bring into Missouri the unstamped firearms
now in California. Can it be saild that the Missouri Legislature
which enacted the above sections of law intended such & result? We
gannot believe that they 4did, but we do believe that such is the re-
gult of their legislation.
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\ The rollqwing puxbion of Bection’ 56& 6&0 18 pevfectly clear
&nd perfEctly plain, and go far as we can see,admits of no excep-
tions. "No person within this state ghall * * # buy or in anywise
procure the possession from any person #* * ¥ yithin or without the
state of any plstol, revolver or other fivearm of a size which may be
5ﬁﬁcesled upon the person that is hot stamved as required by Section

ﬂé ‘believe that this conclusion is unfortunste but
1nascapable,;' that the situation which results from it c¢an only be
changed by legislative enactment. We do not believe that any perma-
nent good can result from giving to the words of & sgtatute meanings
which they'clearly do. not possess, alth@ugh the 1mmediate result of
8O dcins might be dasirable. =

.  f‘NeLb%i¢ o

It is the opinion ef this department that firearms which do
not have stamped upon them the name of the maker or the seri’al num-
ber g&y not be vurehased by a Misaouri residenﬁ and brought into Mis-~
souri. |

The feregaing 0 ininn which I hareby approve was prepared
by my assistant, Hugh Py w:miiammn. , '

Very truly yaurs,

John M. Dalton
Attorney General
HPW/1d |



