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HOSPITALS: In order to qualify for state financial 
aid a county Memorial r£ospi'tal must be 
operated by the county and an amount 
equivalent to the sum of money sought 
in aid must be expended. 

COUNTY MEMORIAL: 

HEALTH: 

February 23 , 1951 

Honorable Walter L. tnuvania 
ProsecutinG Attorney 
Atchison County 
Rock Port, Uissouri 

Dear u r . }{~Vania: 
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This is in reply to your request for an 
opinion which is as foll ows: 

"A question has been put to me in my 
representative capac1t.y ns County At
torney by ~embers of the board of direc 
tors of tho Fairfax Community Hospital , 
Inc •, of Fairfax, 1f1ssouri, on the mat
ter of the 1nterpre tn tion of Sec tiona 
184.290 and 184.300 of R. s . t.to . 1949 . 

"This hospital was orc;ani&ed as a pri
vate corp~~ation to serve this county 
and a \.lrrounding are a . Thereafter, a 
corporation was orGanized under the 
Educational and Charitable Act and known 
as the Community Hospital Association. 
The building which was eons true ted by 
the ori c inal corporation was leased to 
the la tter corporation for operating 
purposes . 

"The Boord has been advised by members 
of the State Department of Health that 
the hospital could secure the s tate aid 
as provided 1n Section 184.290 by chang
ing the name of the corporation t o that 
of County Memorial Hospi t al. The ques
tion, therefore, is whether or not this 
hospital which has al ready been erected 
and is now in operation can qualify for 
the state financial aid allocated to a 
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Honorable Walter L. MUlvania. 

county eligible for it under this and 
the following section, and further , 
in qualifying for the aid, whether the 
county, as such, must expend at l east 
tho. t amount in connection with the pur
chase or erection of said hospital . As 
previously stated, members of this board 
were advised that, inasmuch as the hos- · 
pital had alre ady been erected, it would 
not be necessary for the county to match 
the amount of the state aid . 

"I am interested in the correct inter
pretation of this new statute in properl y 
advising the county court in the event 
there is a change of the name of the cor
poration, and as to the financial obliga
tions of the county thereafter in support
ing the hospital in the event that it be
came a count.T memorial hospital . 

"Thanking you for any opinion you may 
render to me on this matter, I am" 

Your opinion reque st in reality contains three 
separate questions and we divide it for convenience and 
clarity. 

Your first que stion is whether or not the change 
of the name of the corporation from Fairrax Community 
Hospi tal , Inc . to County Memorial Hospital is sufficient 
to qualify the hospital f or state financial aid as pro
vided in Section 184.290, RSUo 1949. That section is as 
follows: 

v 

"Any county in this state , except as pro
vided in section 184.300, shall be eli
gibl e to receive state financial aid to 
be paid from moneys appropriated therefor 
upon certification to the governor by the 
county court that such county has avail
able an adequate sum of money to be ueed 
for the purchase or erection and the opera
tion of a county memorial hospit al, or a 
memorial addition to an existing county 
hospital . commemorating the services of 
our armed forces during World War II and 
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Honorable Walte r L. Uulvania 

upon certification to the governor by 
the director of the division of health 
of the state department of pub1ic health 
and welfare that the purchase or erection 
and operation of the p~oposed county 
memorial hospital , or a memorial addition 
to an existing county hospital, is. in 
his judgment, in the in~erest of public 
health and we:rrare and that sufficient 
funds a re available to finance not only 
t_l,.e purchase or erection of the memorial 
hospital, or a memorial addition to an 
existing county hospital , but also the 
operation of such hospital . State finan
cial aid allocated to a county eligible 
for aid under the provisions of sections 
184. 290 and 184.300 shall be equivalent 
to the amount of money actually expended 
by the county in the purchase or erection · 
of a memorial hospital , or a memorial ad
dition to an existing county hospital , 
but in no case shall such state financial 
aid t o any county exceed ten thousand 
dollars . " 

It would seem that this first question is suffi
ciently answered by the wording of the section which has 
been set out above . You will note that under that section 
only counties are eligible to receive state aid in con
nection 1id th the purchase or erection of a memorial hoe
pi tal . Therefore , i n order for a hospital to quallf"y 1 t 
would, of necessity • have to be one purch.a.~ed or erected 
by a county . There is no provision for sta te aid to any 
other hospital regardless of ownership . ~e mere chang
inG of tha name W> uld not make the hospital a count-7 
hospital . 

You ask t'u.rther, in the event of a change in the 
name of the hospital, whether or not the county assumes an 
obligation to the hospital. unless there is a tranater of 
title , the county would be under no obligation toward this 
hospital. As stated above, under its present ownership, 
the hospital may not receive state aid . Unless it becomes 
in truth and fact a county hospital, the re is no duty on 
the part of the county in connection with its operation. 
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Honorable Walter L. Mulvania 

Your third question is whether or not a county 
qual ifying for state aid to a hospital under Section 
184.290, RS'f.fo 1949, must expend at l east some a7flount 
in connec.tion with the purchase or erection of said 
hospital . You will note that Section 184.290 provides 
:for state participation when a ttcounty has available an 
adequate sum of money to be used :for the purchase or 
erection and the operation of a county memorial hospi
tal., or a memorial addition to an existing county hos• 
pita.l.- * * * . State financial aid allocated to a county 
eligible for aid~ * * shall be ~quivalent to the amount 
of money actually expended by the county ill the purchase 
or erection of a memorial hospital, or a memorial addi
tion to an existing county hospital, * ~ * . ft 

The plain wording of Section 184.290 is that the 
county must, in fact , expend an amount not to exceed Ten 
Thousand ($10 ,000.00) Dollars in the purchase or erection 
of a memorial hospital, or an add.i tion to an existing 
county hospital , to qualify for the aid . Therefore , under 
the :facts that you set forth in this opinion request,. it 
would be necessary for tbe county court to purchase the 
Fairfax Community Hospital from the corporation and to 
operate the said hospital as a county hospital in order 
to qualify for state aid . 

The Legislature has provided for the operation 
of county hospitals through a board of trustees and has 
set out rather extensively the powers , duties and pro
cedures to be followed by the county courts and the bo~ds 
of trustees in the operation and maintena:nce of county 
hospitals , (Sections 205.16o - 205.370, RSMo 1949) . 

Therefore , in answer t o this third question we 
state categorically that the county must expend an amount 
in connection with the purchase or erection o£ a county 
hospital equal to that for which 1 t may qua11fy for state 
aid . It would also necessarily follow that in the e,vent 
the county purchased the hospital from the Fairfax Com
munity Hospi tal , Inc. ~ it woul d then be the duty of the 

. county court to maintain and ope rate the said hospital 
in accordance with the provisions of Sections 205.16o -
205.370, RSMo 194-9. The corporation would necessarily 
be d1 vested o:f control of the hospital if the county court 
should purchase the same,. 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore , 1 t is the opinion of this department 
that: 1) The mere naming of a hospital "County Memorial 
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Honorable Walter L. Uulvania 

Rospital" is not sufficient to qualify such hospital 
for s t ate financial aid provided by law unless there
after the said hospital is, in fact, being operated by 
a county as a county hospi t al; 2) The county assumes 
no financial obligation f or a hospital owned by a cor
por ation which changes the name to "county Ke~or1al . 
Hospital" , and 3) A county, in order to qualify for state 
financial aid for the purchase or erection and the opera
tion of a County Memorial Hospital , or a memorial addi• 
tion to a county hospital, must actually expend an amount 
equivalent to the amount or money sought in aid .from the 
s t ate, not to exceed Ten Thousand ( ~10 1000 .00 ) Dollars. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN R. BATY 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 

Attorney General 
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