
COUNTY TREASURERS: County anu ~o~ship treasurers n"v~ 
no authority to hold or disburse funds 
of school districts enlarged or re­
organized under the provisions of 
Section 1, Laws of Mo. 1947, Vol. II, 
page 371. 
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Your l etter of September 1 4 , roquesttnc an opinion, is 
aa follows: 

"Under tho new ~chool l o.w , and particularly 
~ection 11 , on pa o 376 , Vol . II , Laws of 
.'is so uri , 1947 , should these now enlarGed 
or reor~o.nizeo districts chooso a treasurer, 
under bond, aa requi~d of ' City, ~own and 
Consol idated districts ' or shoulo their 
funds be in custody of the County Tr anuror 
and disbursed by the county troasuror? 

"Evon if D'lid '3octton 11 , by fair innlico.­
tlon, contemplates that such new districts 
should have their own treasurer , yet would 
it be l awful , not"Wl thstandin~ that fact , 
for the County Troaourer to handle and dis ­
burse the funds of such distr icts , tho same 
o.s for co~on school districts ?" 

Tho statutes govornins tho problems you raise are as 
follows : 

Section 1 0 , Laws or liSS'>Uri , 1 947 , pa~e 375, states the 
new la ·a ~overnin the olection of director s in the enlarged 
and r eorganized school districts , and provides thnt thoy (the 
directors ) shall ?e governed "">y the laws applicabl e t o six­
director school districto . 3 

I#aws of 1931 , Section 21 , po.r;e 334, entitled "An Act to 
Provide for the ~stablishmont of ~nlar~eo ~chool ~stricts , " 
is set out in R. ~ . J~ . 1930, Section 10466 , in part , as follows : 
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" * * * The ballot shall contain a state­
mont of the proposition and apace for 
votin~ taereon, roading ' Por Organization 
of 1e• ' chool District' and ' Against 
OrGnnlzatlon of Now School District', 
also said ballot shall contain the nameo 
o~ OL~d1dates for mom~orship on the new 
!~onrd of Education. -l: * {• Tho :two onndi ­
datos for the ~ard of Education receiv­
in..; the h.l f;ho<Jt nunher of votes oha11 be 
o1cctod for throo yoar:J , the noxt .:t.!£2. for 
two yonro ~ and the next ~ for one year. 
* * n~ (\Jnderscoring oura . ) 

n. s . lo . 1939, ~cction 10470, relating to organi zation or 
board and duties of officers o! the consolidated six- direct or 
school dl~tr!cts , provides, in pnrt ~ ao follorra: 

" ·. : .!~ * and tho ~onrd Stlall , on or bo.f' oro 
tho r:rteenth day of July of each year , 
elo~t o. oecretary and a treasurer , * * ~" 

R. s . Ito . 1039, ~ection 10477, provi~ea ror tho bonding of 
tho troasurors or the six- diroctor sc~ool districts as follows: 

uThe treasurer , before ont erin--; upon t he 
discharge of ~io dutios as such , ahnll 
enter into a ·bond to the ot~to of J iooouri , 
with two or more sureties , to be ~proved 
by the board, conditioned thl'\ t ho will 
render a faithful and just account or all 
money that may come into hio hnnds as suoh 
treasurer , and otherwise perform the duties 
of his office accordinv to law - said bond 
to be filed with the secretary of the board; 
nnd thereafter said treasurer shall be the 
custodian of all school moneyo derived from 
taxat ion for school purposes in s aid dis -
trict ,.. -o *" 

In State ex re1 . Cravens v . Tho~aon, 2~ s •• (2d) 1gs , the 
duties and bonding of the six- director school district treasurer 
are s~t out in full and substantially encompass tho statutes sot 
out above . 

R. s . Mo . 1939, ~ection 10479 1 providoa, in part , as follows: 

"'lhonever any state or county school money 
apportioned to any town, city or consoli -
dated sc~ool district shall have been paid 
to any county or town.hip treasurer, as 
now provided by law, t bo snno s hall , on the 
application of tho treasurer or said town, 
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city or consolidated school diatrlct , b e 
paid over to him by said county or town• 
ohip treasurer , 'i:· n ~n 

R. s . Uo. 1939, Section 10482, provides, in part , as 
follows a 

111Tho county or township collector ohall 
pay ovor to the treasurer of said board 
of education all monoya received and col ­
lected by him to which s aid board is en• 
t itl ed at least once in over·, monthJ * ~ i!- " 

As state d at the beginning, the school l aw of 1947, Section 
10, ~rovides that tho directors or the n w enlarged school di s • 
tricto s hal l be governed ~y t ho laws applicable to six- director 
sc ~ool rllstrlcte . The act creati the a! x• director school 
districts has been set out in part (Section 104661 ~ . r . o . 
1939 ), as well as the certain of the laws govern! ~ such districts, 
including t he appo1ntnent of a treasuror, provisio~ tor ~ond, and 
the section directing t hat school £unds hold by county or town­
ship treasurers shall ~e paid over to the treasurer or the con­
solidated scr ool district, and th~t the county or township col ­
l ectors· ~hall pa- over diroctl to the treasurer of the boo.rd of 
education all school moneyo collected by him. 

J,o.wa of 1947, VolUl!le II , Soction 1 , pa e 371 , provides , in 
po.rt: 

"There is hereby oroatod in each county 
of Uissouri o. county ' board of eduoatlon. ,. ;} ~" . . 

Sootion 6 1 l d . , provid~s , in part s 

" The county board of education " .. * ~ shall 

"(1 ) i thin a1x months after 1 ts or~ani za­
tion, make or cause to be made and com­
pleted a compreh~nsive study ot each school 
district of the county and p~epare a plan 
or reorganization. * * }" 

:Section 10, id., provides , in part: 

"Ir t he proposal to form such enlarged 
d1str1ct ha~ received a mnjort t y of the 
votes cast on such proposition the oounty 
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~oard of education shall ord r an election 
in such enlarged district , * n * for the 
purposes of electing six directors in such 
enlnrced district . * * o The directors 
above provided sh 11 be ~overned by the 
laws ap~l1cab1e to six- director school dis­
tricts . 

~ection 11 , id., provides : 

"The terms of office of all school directors 
and orricers of the various school districts 
oo:-nprisin-:; the territory incorporated in 
such enlarged school districts shall cease 
upon the adoption of the plan of reorgan17.a• 
tion and the organization of the board of 
di~ectors , and such officers shall doliver 
to the board of directors of tho enlarged 
ochool district all propert • records , books 
and papers belongin~ to such component dis ­
tricts . All funds in tho hands of the 
county or townahip treasurer to the credit 
of tho various districts co~osing suob en­
larged district , nhnll ~e i~ediately trans ­
ferred to the credit o~ the treasurer of 
such enlarged district . If any former six­
director district shall be ~er5ed in ny 
enlarged distr ict , as provided herein, the 
treaGur$r o~ such former six- direc tor dis ­
trict shall 1~ed1ately turn over to the 
troasuror of such enlnrged district , all 
funds belonging to such former six- director 
district, and shall make settlement therefor 
as provided by Section 10400, ~evised 
Statutes o~ Jassour1 , 1939r Prov1dPd, tr.at 
the directors of such enlarged district ohall 
faithfully perform all existing contrnots 
and leGal oblig ations of t1e c~ponont dis ­
tricts . " 

Sinco the now enlargod or reor~anizod dlstricts are to be 
"governed by the laws applicable to six- director oohool dio­
tricts , " and inasmuch ao tho laws applicable to such six-direc­
tor districts provide for the ch~osin3 of a troasurer under 
bond, and further provide that the county or townahip collectors 
are to turn school funds directl7 over to the sc~ool district 
treaourer and t hat the county treasurer shall turn over tunde 
to the district treasuror, it is clear that the new enlarged 
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districts shoul~ choose a treasurer undor bond who s hould take 
custody of anc diaburso all school rundo belons~ne to his dis ­
trict . ~s position is further supported by ~ectlon 111 Laws 
of 19471 supra, particularly tha t section statin" "all funds 
in th~ hands of tho county or township treasurer to the credit 
of the varioua districts composing such onlargod district , 
shall ')e immediatel v t ransferred. to the cred1 t of the troasuror 
of such onlarc ed d~.strict . " 

I t is plain to us t hat t his section contemplates that the 
t reasurer or the reorganized district ic to re t he sole , lawful 
cus todian o ~ the school funds of hia dintrict , nod in him alone 
is vested the power to dishurso such funds . 

Conclusion. 

It is therefore tho conclusion of this office that: 

1 . Tho new onlf'l:rgod or reorganized achool dis t:t•icta 
regulated by the provisions of Section 11 1 ~olumo II, Laws or 
Uisoouri , 10~7~ ar ould choose a treasurer under bondJ 

2 . The funds of said achool district should ~e ln the 
custody of and sub ject to disbursement by the school district 
treasurorJ 

3 . Tho county and township treasurers have no authority 
to hold or dl sburse funds of the roorganizod school districteJ 

4 . Any such funds now ln t .. o hands of county Ol"" township 
troasurars should ~o i~odlatel y placed undor the exclusive 
control of the treasurer of the roorgar~zod or enlnrgod school 
district . 

APPROVED: 

J . t:' . TAYLOn 
Attorney ~oneral 

HJD:ml 

Rospoot~ully s ubmitted, 

H. JACKSON DAlfitL 
Assistant Attorney General 


